
The  GREAT CANADIAN EFFORT.....TOYS FOR THE NORTH  2010-2018 

At Christmas time there are countless numbers of great charitable groups across CANADA that 
collects toys for children in need. But you would be challenged to find one that travels quite as 

far and wide as the RCMP's Toys for the North program. 

In its 8th year, Toys for the North runs like a well-oiled machine, with 300 volunteers 
dedicated to every step of the toys journey from the GTA into the hands of a child in far northern 
regions of Canada - even Santa would be impressed. Started in 2010 by then Ontario RCMP. 
Asst. Commissioner Mike MacDonnell, Staff Sgt. Michel Pelletier RCMP Ottawa, Jim 
Thomson, President Thomson Terminals, The Toronto Santa Claus Parade and the Canadian Toy 
Association. It was launched by The Hon. Leona Aglukkaq Nunavut MP. 

More than $120,000 worth of toys head for the North's good girls and boys 
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Santa Claus, second from left, and Nunavut MP Leona Aglukkaq, third from left, participate in the Nov. 9 Toronto launch of 
the 2012 "Toys for the North" toy collection drive.   

"Many of the northern communities where we bring toys are only accessible by air, making the 
transportation component of this Endeavour the most challenging," said RCMP Toys for the 
North Coordinator in 2016 Insp. Chris McBryan. "We are so grateful to have the help of 
Thomson Terminals, the Canadian Air Force and the Canadian Toy Association along with 
others to help bring the toys to those isolated communities." 



Starting early in the year, unsold, discontinued and display toys were donated by corporate 
sponsors through the Canadian Toys Association and picked up or delivered to Thomson 
Terminals near Pearson Airport. we also receive toys from the  public through drop boxes at 
RCMP Toronto area detachments. They were collected, sorted and packaged by RCMP 
volunteers, serving and veterans, plus OPP and community volunteers. Toys for the North are 
loaded onto a transport trailer truck where they make their way to Trenton Canadian Air Force 
Base. Toys for Ontario leave directly North from the terminal by Thomson. 

   

Military aircraft, when operationally feasible, they make their way to Goose Bay, Newfoundland 
and Thunder Bay, Ontario where more RCMP volunteers receive, sort, wrap, and send the toys 
to further them on their way to various remote communities in our north. The entire process 
required fine-tuned collaboration between the key partners: Canadian Toy Association, Thomson 
Terminals, Royal Canadian Air Force, RCMP Newfoundland/Labrador, RCMP Ontario and the 
RCMP Veterans' Association (Toronto, Kingston & Ottawa Divisions) along with the OPP, some 
private air service companies and a large civilian contingent... 

 



Two of the newest additions to the growing list of volunteers, the RCMP Veterans' Association 
(first year) and North Star Air (third year) are quick to point out the importance of the 
program."When you see the smiles on the children's faces, especially during this time of the 
holiday season, it makes the long days worthwhile" says Frank Kelner, President and CEO of 
North Star Air. 

 

The RCMP in partnership with Elders, councils and community leaders identify those 
communities most in need and distribute the toys to the various local agencies to help with 
distribution. In parts of Ontario it is done in conjunction with the OPP and the Children's Aid 
Society also with a daylong distribution from First Nations reserves to needy rural backwaters.. 

   

From beginning to end, RCMP Veterans' volunteered at several Toys for the North events 
including, at the Canadian Toys Associations' reception in Ottawa, Thomson Terminals in 
Toronto to sort and package toys, at Trenton Air Force Base for airlift and at RCMP Thunder 
Bay, ON and Goose Bay, NL detachments to prepare the toys for distribution. There is also a 



truck that goes to North Simcoe County for distribution by OPP to reserves and CAS officials in 
that region. 

 

 

"The RCMP Veterans are keen to contribute efforts benefitting our communities. We look 
forward to ongoing collaboration with RCMP serving members and their partners on this and 
similar worthwhile projects" said RCMP veteran Michel Pelletier. 

Toys were delivered to six communities in northern Newfoundland and Labrador as well. Nain, 
Hopedale, Postville, Makkovik, Rigolet, and Black Tickle were all recipients of Christmas gifts 
this year. 

"It doesn't matter your background, where you work, who you work for or what you do, but 
when you go into a community and deliver a gift to a child who may have never had one; 
watching them open it up and seeing the smile that it brings to their face, it's heart-warming. It 
really, really is", said Cpl. Rick Mills from the Labrador District office in Goose Bay 
Newfoundland. 



  

 

Over the 7 years, Toys for the North have made the holidays a little brighter by distributing over 
$1,000,000 worth of toys to children in Northern parts of Labrador, Manitoba, Nunavut, and 
Ontario.  Over 300 volunteers each year are involved and about 30,000 toys are donated by 
Canadian Toy Association. Let's make 2018 even better..TOGETHER WE CAN DO IT! 

Media exposure is prevalent in every place this is done and can be seen on GOOGLE by 
checking out ...."TOYS FOR THE NORTH" 

 

For information: 

Danielle S. Russell, CAE 
Senior Association Manager 
Canadian Toy Association 
2219‐160 Tycos Drive, Box 218 
Toronto ON M6B 1W8 
416‐596‐0671 ex. 222 

 
 


