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N. W. MOUNTED PoLIcE,
HEAD QUARTERS,

REGINA, 31st December 1885.
To the Right Honorable

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, G.C.B.,
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

Ottawa.

S1R,-I have the honor to hand you my report for the year 1885.
It will probably be convenient, in treating of events, as far as possible in their

chronological order, if I distinguish between reports connected with the ordinary
police work and those descriptive of operations duriuig the Rebellion. The latter, there-
fore will be found complete in Part Il of this report.

PART I.

The periodical reports forwarded cach month will have furnished the details of
the police work performed from day to day, and it is unnecessary for me to further
allude to them, except in some few special instances.

The following is a recapitulation of the cases tried in the North-West Territo-
ries during the past year. The rebellion is, of course, responsible, to a great extent,
for the abnormal proportions of several portions of the callender, while on the other
band the withdrawal of every available man and horse for duty in the north left
the large dist iets in the south with very inadequate Police protection for a period
of some months.

REOAPITULATION of cases tried and disposed of in the North West Territories during
the past year:-

High treason - - - - - - 7
Treason felony - - * - - - 92 -

Felony - - - - - - - 12

Murder - - - - - - - 17

Accessory to murder . . - - - - 4
Arson - - - - - - - 4
Shooting with intent - - - - - - 2
Horse stealing - - - - - - 48
Bringing stolen property into Canada - - - 1
Cattie stealing - - - - . 9
Larceny - - - - - - - 6

Embezzlement - - - - 2
Non.payment of wages - . . . - 4
Selling intoxicants - - - - - 29
Giving intoxicants to Indians - - - - 10
Intoxicants in possession - - - - - 76
Manufancturing intoxicants - - 3
Refusing to give information concerning liquor - - 1
Gam bling - - - - - l -

Assault - - - - - - - 42

Assault and battery - - - - - - 7
Irdeceut assault - - - - - - 2
Drunk - - - - - - - 19
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Drunk and disorderly - - - - - 31
Insanity - - - - - - - 8
Vagrancy - - - - - - 6

Receiving money under false pretences - - - 4
Assaulting police - - - - - 4
Threatening to kill - - - - - - 1
Attempted seduction - - - - - 1
Fraud - - - - - - - 3
Malicious injury to property - - - 4
Setting fire to prairie - - - - - 2
louse breaking - - - - 2

Illegal possession of\property - - - 13
iReceiving stolen property - - - - 1
Perjury - - - - - - - 1

Wife desertion - - - - - - 1
Obtaining goods under false pretences - - - 1
Suicide - - - - - - 1

Military prisoners - - - - - 2
Miscellaneous - - - - - 41

IN<DIANs.

From the foregoing statement you will observe that the offence of giving or
^ling intoxicating liquor to Indians is on the increase, and I would very strongly

urge the adoption of measures to prevent its further development.
These offences have principally occurred in the McLeod district, where whiskey

peddlers from the other side of the line trafflo amongst the Indians of tbat section.
The maximum punishment which at present can ho awarded for that offe3nce is not
sufficient to act as a deterrent with the lawless class of men who are concerned in the
traffic, and I would recommend that it be made a penitentiary offence, without the
option of a fine-at ail events, within the limits of treaty No. 7.

The Indians themsolves are very much averse to liquor being brought amongst
them, and not infroquently give information on the subject.

Ori the 6th March, at Fort McLeod, an Indian named "Iron Shirt " was arrested
on a charge of horse stealing, on complaint by another Indian named " Black Horse."
The former, who was committed for trial, attempted, a few days later, to commit suicide
in bis cell by means of his moccasin strings, which ho tied round his neock and to
his bed. He was discovered in time to prevent any sorious results.

On the 12th of the same month, at the same place, Constable Hilliard, from Stand
Off reported to Superintendent Cotton that ho had endeavored to arrest some Indians,
but had been unable to do so. A mounted party was at once ordered to the reserve,
but thoir services were not required, as the four Indians wanted came into the post

and gave themselves up, saying that they did not intend to defy the police, but had
no horses to come in on. They wore allowed to go with a caution.

On the 3 st March, in consequence of representations which had been made to
the Lieutenant-Governor, Sergeant Paterson, with two scouts, proceeded from Maple
Creek to Pie a-pot Creek, Cypress Hills, to enquire into the occupation of sundry
Indians said to be located there. He reported : "I found Front Man's camp of Crees,
numbering twenty-five families, some being in houses they had built, the others in
lodges. As far as I could see they wore occupying themselves-in trying to put in a
crop of potatoes, but as they had no implements, except cne spade, the others using
dharpened stakes and hatchets, the headway they made was small. A few were
lishing with dip-nets and catching suckers enough to foed themsolves. As iA had
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been rumored that these Indians were making bows and arrows to arm themselves,
the sale of ammunition being stopped, I went into every lodge and house and care-
ully looked for any sign of such work. I also went through the bush in the vicinity,
thinking this might be done outside. (These Indians are not receiving Government
.sid, as they have refused to go to their reserve.)

" I could see nothing to lead any one to suppose any had been made, and think
the rumor was without any foundation-not that it would have been of any con-
esequence, as no wood can be obtained here to make bows of any strength."

Two of the File Hill Indians, named " Star Blanket " and " Pee-pee-kis-is"
were, on the 16th June, brought to Regina from Fort Qu'Appelle, charged with
leaving their reserve, and with firearma &c., proceeding in the direction of Fort
Qu'Appelle, whereby there was imminent risk of provoking a breach of the peace.
" Star Blanket " had been warned by the Indian agent that if Indians left their
reserves there would probably be trouble, as there was a number of soldiers at Fort
Qu'Appelle; but on the 14th June the agent found the whole camp (composed of
about 300) four or five miles to the west of the reserve limits-that is, in the
direction of Fort Qu'Appelle; and as the Indians were armed with guns, bows and
arrows, clubs &c., a collision was more than probable, in the event of their coming in
contact with the troops. Indian Agent Macdonald took with him a police constable,
who brought " Star Blanket " out of a lodge in the camp, and took him into
custody, ho being a chief of his tribe, and so responsible, in a measure, for the acta
thereof. " Pee-pee-kis-is " was not in the camp, having gone to Fort Qu'Appelle,
contrary to instructions, and was arrested on return therefrom.

About this time a number of prisoners captured at Batoche were hourly
-expected on their way to Regina, and the necessity for these Indians being confined
to their reserves was exceptionally great.

At the preliminary examination the prosecutor on behalf of the Indian Depart-
ment withdrew the charge, and the prisoners having been cautioned, were allowed
to go.

On the 25th July Superintendent McIllree reported by telegraph that a man named
McIvor had been shot on the 23rd by Indians, at a spot about eight miles above the
.Baskatchewan Landing, and that a party had left for that place. The wounded man
was removed from Swift Current to the police hospital at Maple Creek, where h.
died on the 29th idem. From his deposition taken on the 25th, it appeared that he
came from British Columbia, and having taken boat at Calgary, was on his way to
Prince Albert to join his two brothers. Having left Calgary on the 8th, and passed
Medicine Hat ho said: " I came to camp Thursday about noon, and in leaning over
camp fire a bullet whistled between my arm, which was stretched ont, and my body;
cut my shirt. I ran towards my boat and shoved off; only got a short distance; ran
on sand bar. Indians fired seven or eight shots, and one old buck waded out (I was
lying at bottom of boat, which I canted up on off side, so as to try and get some
protection from bullets), and put his gun to my body and fired I jumped up and
ont of the boat, after the old buck, who was retracting towardi shore, and as he was
reloading his gun (old muzzle loader). I ran for my axe, which was in a log near
camp fire, rushed at Indian, grabbed his gun, and brought my axe on his head,
knocking out his brains, I think. Left him for a dead man, and got back to my boat
quickly as possible, and shoved off sand bar and drifted down stream. Think I was
about forty miles west of Saskatchewan ferry, and when passing there men in charge
noticed boat coming down, and men from steamer " Minnow " which was lying at
ferry, put off in their boat and towed me in.

Constable Partridge, who was in charge of the, party detached to follow up the
matter, started from Swift Current early on the morning of the 25th ; crossed the
Saskatchewan and went about twenty miles up the river on the north side that day.
Another twenty-three miles the following morning brought them to soune bush, where
they found the head and tail of a grey horse very reoently killed; further on in the
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bush they found three brush teepees, and a place where it seemed as if the horse's
skin had been tanned and a canoe made of it. A mile further on they came upon
tracks of bare-footed Indians opposite a sand bar in the river. There were traces of
a recent camp fire, and an axe hidden in the bush hard by. This was doubtless the
spot. The constable reported : " I am afraid MoIvor did not kill an Indian, as he
claims he did, as we could not find any trace, and could see every foot print in the
sand."

Three of the party then examined the water's edge for about twenty miles, and
three others searched the sand hills, but neither party found any indications of the
route the Indians had taken. Constable Partridge was of opinion that they had
crossed the river and returned to the landing, to take up, if possible, the trail on the
south side, but arrived to find that Sergeant Major Douglas and a party had gone a
head of him. On the 4th August Superintendent Mclilrec reported that the country
had been thoroughly scouted between Maple Creek and Medicine Hat on the one side,
and as far as the mouth of Swift Current Creek on the other, but no traces of
the Indians in question could be found. He added: "I do not think the Indians
who killed McIvor crossed the river, as some men coming down river in boat picked
up the skin boat made by Indians, and saw them on the north bank."

Late on the evening of the 29th July Superintendent McIllree received indirect
intelligence that there had been trouble with Indians at Sand's Mill, at the head of
the Cypress Hills, about forty-five miles from Maple Creek.

Being unable to obtain any specific information, he telegraphed to Sergeant
Duchesnay, at àedicine Hat, to start for the mill at day light next morning, sending
a non-commissioner officer and party from Maple Creek at tho same time. It
appeared that about dinner time on the 29th seven Indians rode up to the mill and
asked for dinner, which was given them; they stayed but a short time, and subse-
quently went up the mountain to the camp of an Indian named " Wild Cat," cut up
his lodge, destroyed his property, stole bis horse and took away his squaw. They
then returned to the logging camp, turned their horses into an oat field, took what
provisions they wanted, lighted a fire near the buildings, and danced and sang all
might. The mill bands had betaken themselves to the mill. When Sergeant
Duchesnay arrived, about noon on the 30th, the Indians had gone. Their trail was
not readily found, but was eventually found loading south. " Wild Cat's " horse was
found tied up iii the brush, and the squaw returned on the second day.

The J ndians were Blackfeet, who promised to come back and burn the mill, as the
foreman said ; so a small detachment was left there temporarily The Indian agent
at the Blackfoet Crossing reported that there were only seven young men off the
reserve, and as he knew their names ho was requested to inform Superintendent
Herchmer of their return to the reserve. On the 11th inst. that officer started for
the reserve with thirty-two men, telegraphing to Mr. Begg to meet him on the
prairie that night, and give him the names of the maurauders. Through some
misunderstanding, Mr. Begg did not meet Superintendent Herchmer until the latter
was within a mile of the reserve, when, in giving the names, ho said that ho had
told " Crowfoot " what the police were coming for. Superintendent Herchmer
thon thought it advisable to see " Crowfoot " before searching the camps. " I did
so," he says, " but he was unwilling to interfere, and struck me as being in a sulky
state. I thon proceeded to the portion of the camp where the required mon lived,-
which was alongside ' Running Rabbit's,' a minor chief, but none of them were to
be found. I am positive that they were warned, and had not slept in camp the
night previous, as ail their kits were away and tents empty.

"I thon explained to the assembled Indians what I wanted, and advised tbem to
produce the Indians, but with no avail. There was apparently great excitment in the
camp, and I am confident that if the accused mon had been found we should have
had te fight for their capture, which I was prepared to do, but which I am thankful
to say did not happen.

49 Victoria., A. 1886



Sessional Papers (No. 8.)

"The Indians produced four horses. As one was a police horse, I was confident
their statement was true, and that they had found the horses on the prairie, and that
they had been lost by other Indians or half-breeds escaping from the north.

"I returned to Gleichen and camped for the night, several Indians following my
party. I had a long consultation with them, and arrived at a better feeling. They
promised to produce the accused men, and I have no doubt will do so before long.
Among other things, the Indians told me they did not know who we were, being in
brown suits; that they thought we were some of General Strange's scouts, or might be
a party arriving to disarm them."

On the 31th July, in consequence of representations having been made to the
lieutenant-Governor that raids had been committed by Indiana on divers settlers in
the Cresent Lake and York Colony neighborhood, Sergeant Hooper, with fifteen
mnen, and Interpreter Leveillé, prooeeded to Broadview to trace and arrest the
perpetrators.

Out of O-Kan-ese's band, at the east end of Crooked Lakes, lie arrested four of
the Indians wanted and sent them to headquarters. Going then to Fort Pelly ho
secured Thomas Brass, and calling at Mus-co-pe-tung's reserve, picked up Pa-sung, send-
ing these two under escort to Regina. His next objective point was the Fishing
Lakes, near Touchwood, to apprehend Too-too.nee-gan and John Fox, but on arriving
there found Too-too.nee-gan had been recently seen on the Crooked Lakes reserve, so
apprebending John Fox he returned thither, but did not succeed in finding bis man.

Of the foregoing, Brass and Fox were subsequently discharged. Of the remainder
four were awarded three years, and the fifth two years in the penitentiary.

In a report of the 26th October last, Superintendent Cotton desired to bring to
my " notice and that of the Honorable the Minister the objectionable changes that
have come about in the general bearing and feeling of the Indians in this southern
section of the Territories. I now express it as my positive opinion that the feeling
of the Blood Indians towards the Govern ment and white men generally is at this
present moment very far from one of a friendly character. In this respect the past
year has brought a marked change, particularly among the young men, who plainly
show that a spirit of unrest and disquiet is not dorment within them." Alluding to
the Rebellion and its suppression, he says: "It must be remembered that the
accounts of the various scenes enacted in the north are received by the Indians more
from an Indian point of view than from actual facts. * * * The lose of the
troops was magnified and that of the Indians minimized. This is what they still
believe, and I think it shows them an Indian can be influenced and his sympathy
aroused by another Indian much more thoroughly and forcibly than by any white
Inan. The chiefs and old men having greater and more varied experience, are much
More prone to form correct and logical conclusions; and they, though certainly not
'ithout their aboriginal prejudices, are, for the most part, aware of and ready to
admit the universally honorable, humane, and even markedly generous treatment
they have at ail times had at the hands of the Government. Still, their influence does
11ot appear strong enough to successfully inoculate the younger men with such a
train of thought, and it must not be forgetten that the younger men played the most

important part in this rebellion. * * * *
"lIt should, I thînk, be borne in mind that our experience during the past

summer has furnished us with what I may term data, from which we may with
*safety assume that had any serions reverse happened to the troops serving in thd
iorth an almost simultaneous outbreak would have occarred in the south. Even
a8 I write 1 cannot but call to mind the far from peaceable effect produeed here
When the news of the fight at Fish Creek became known."

After adverting to the hereditary enmity between the Blackfeet and Crees, and
'expressing his belief that these tribes would, nothwithstanding, make common cause

5
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against the white man, Superintendent Cotton continues, with reference to the des-
patch of some war parties on horse stealing expeditions:-

" This horse stealing on the part of the younger men is doing an incalculable
amount of barm throughout the camp. Setting aside the complications it may, at.
any time, give rise to with the United States Government, it unsettles them greatly&
If one man succeeds in evading arrest, the others are thus prompted to copy him,
and so doing is considered a signal sign of personal bravery that invariably meetsa
with universal approbation.

" Thus, a large number of our Blood Indians are becoming professional horse-
thieves, and though their operations are carried on, for the greater part, south of
the international boundary line, it cannot be said to be universally the case, and
war parties often visit distant portions of our Territories, solely for the purpose of,
horse stealing.

" That our Indians can, with the utmost ease, procure strong alcoholic drink in
the United States, is unquestionably the fact. This proves a powerful incentive
towards the continuance of these southern migrations, as does also the fact that
they receive aid, most willingly proffered, in their criminal practises from their
blood relations, the South Piegans (also of the Blackfoot Nation). The last mon-
tioned Indians dare not themselves steal American horses, but they gladly accept
horses from our Indians in payment for help and information afforded. In addition-
to this, our Indians go over to the United States to purchase ammunition. They
ean ard do get any quantity of it from American traders, who appear to be
specially equipped for the purpose of making such sales."

Superintendent Cotton then alludes to the discontent of the Indians, with regard-
to the Canadian law which prohibits stolen property being brought into Canada.
They can understand being punished if they are found with horses, &c., stolen in
this country, but they cannot comprehend the justice of punishing them for
stealing across the line-the more so, as there is no reciprocal provision on the
other side.

While on this subject, I may mention a proposition which has been under dis-
cussion by the stockmen of the west, which I think deserves consideration. It is
that each tribe of Indians in Treaty No. 7 be allotted a duly registered horse brand,
with which all bonafide horses of Indians may be marked, and the brands defaced in
case of sale, in presence of an Indian Department official.

I desire hereto, express my appreciation of the courtesy shown by Mr. James
W. Taylor, the United States Consul at Winnipeg, in eonnection with whiskey
traffiec on St. Mary's River, and of the prompt action of his Government in the
natter.

Superintendant Cotton telegraphed, in October last, that a whiskey trader had
established himself at St. Mary's River, a few miles south of the boundary line, and
was doing much harm. I immediately wrote to Mr. Taylor, soliciting his kind
ffices. He represented the matter to Washington, and the United States authorities
promptly displaced the offender.

i have for some time past advocated an increase of police force at McLeod, and
in my report of last year recorded my opinion that the division there would erg
long require to be doubled.

In December last I detached " I " division thither, with the happiest results.
Since the arrival of the additionai 100 men the demeanour of the Indians

has undergone a marked change for the better, as I had ample opportunity of
observing during my recent visit to that neighborhood. I am of opinion however,
that the strength of Fort McLeod should consist of 200 non-commissioned
oficers and mon irrespective of outposts. These will require about fifty mon, and
I would recommend, therefore, that the present force be increased by that number.

On the 2nd November, at McLeod, a Blood Indian, named " Wind Bellows"
aurdered hie wife at the reserve. Superiatender t Cotton went to the reserve With'
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a large party to make the arrest, but the murderer could not be found. He had, it
subsequently appeared, made straight for the South Piegan camp on the other side
of the lino, and bas remained there since.

With regard to the northern district of which Battleford is the central head-
quarters, exhaustive reports have been previously forwarded to your Department,
and it is unnecessary for me to repeat them at length here. I would, however,
quote a few shorts extracts from reports made by the Assistant Commissioner, who
had been instructed to obtain and transmit as much information as possible. Under
date of the 26th October last ho says:-

" The truth is, the reports about the Indians and their doings are numerous
and coinficting, and having considered the matter with the information I have, I
have come to the conclusion that the Indians are somewhat discontented, owing to
the fact that certain ill-advised reports seem to have been circulated among thom
as to their future treatment."

The substance, shortly, of some of these rumours is, that they will not be
permitted to beat their drums and dance, nor to paint their faces, &o. That which
seems to have frightened them most is a report tat all those who were concerned
in the recent troubles would be arrested.

The serious possible results of these and like mischievous reports can ha dly be
over-estimated. Even if it is the intention of the Indian Department to carry ont
such reforme, there is no necessity for talking about them until the time comes for
bringing them into force. It goes without saying that in the case of the northern
Indians, at least, our true policy lies in teaching the Indians that we are content to
lot byegones be byegones, and that we bear no malice.

Major Crozier says: "I see no necessity for any serions trouble with the
Indians. It is only necessary that they be nianaged fairly and justly. From what
Ihear, I believe the Indians fully appreciate and feel the power of the Government.
In fact, in that respect, this section of the country isi in a botter condition than
ever, yet, as I have before said, I think we should so act towards them that they
will at least feel that they are not to be deprived of all the privileges and pleasures
which exist for them, for if they do not so feel, their discontent is very apt to lead
them to acts of recklessness which, if not leading to a general Indian outbreak, will
at least cause a most unsatisfactory and unsettled state of affairs in the country.
Altogether, I am of opinion that Indian matters in this section of the country are
in a satisfactory condition, because any uneasiness or discontent that exists, eau, I
believe, be allayed by judicious and careful management on the part of those who
come directly in contactwith them from day to day."

A report having been made during October that about twenty Indians belonging
to « Grizzly Bear's Head's " band, of twenty-five of " Little Pinés " band, with three
belonging to " Sweet Grass" reserve, had left for the south, Superintendent Mclliree,
whom I instructed to intercept them, if possible, and if unsuccessful to ascertain
thoir ultimate destination, reported, on the 4th November that "Grizzly Bear's
Read " and some of his people were in the Little Rockies, south of the lino. He said:

" There are about sixty of our Indians camped togother there, having been put
off the U.S. reserve at Belknap. I bave not been able to ascertain what route they took
from the north to Belknap, but have written to Major Lincoln, asking him if ho can
find out for me, and also if ho is at liberty to tell me what disposition is going to be
Inade of our refugee Indians."

Major Lincoln, Indian agent on the Belknap reserve, in replying to Super-
intendent McIllree's letter, on the 27th November, said:

" In regard to the Crees who have fled to this side of the lino, I have to inform you
tbat l, upon their arrival, notified the head of the Indian Department of the situation,
aud received orders to remove them from the reservation; but a few days before
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receiving said instructions they had ail got up and moved to the neighborhood of
Fort Assiniboine, out of our jurisdiction. Had they remained I sliould cortainly
have placed them on the British aide of the line. We desire to be rid of thetu, bat
unless they come back within my jurisdiction it is not probable that anything will
be done with them, unless you make application under the Extradition Treaty, &c.

" The last I know of them they were near Fort Assiniboine, but I have lately
heard they were going to the " Crows". I am unable to give you the route they
travelled in coming here "-

In forwarding this letter, Superintendant Mclllree reports that he had ascertained
that "Little Poplar " and ail our Indians were camped about seventy miles from Balle-
nap, on the Missouri Rivor.

With respect to the district of Prince Albert, Superintendant. Perry reporta:
" The half-breed population is quiet, and the feeling amongst them, to a great extent,
appears to be one of regret for the past troubles. Very few will ackaowledge that
they took up arms of their qwn free will, claiming that they were persuaded and
forced into the trouble.

"They are now entirely dependent on freighting and government assistance.
"I have seen the priests of the different half-breed missions, and they ail tolt a

piteous tale of starvation and want among their people.
" Inspector Cuthbert, who recently visited the Half-breed settlements, reports

that the half-breeds are in want, and will require a great deal of assistance. No
trouble need, be feared from them."

"The Indians are very quiet and peaceable. Some danger hasbeen appreliended
from the Indians at Duck Lake who were engaged in the recent outbreak. Thea
Indians were not paid their treaty money and, I believe, are not receiving much
assistance, as will be seen in Inspector Cuthbert's report. This officer says, under
date the 17th Nove mber: From the Indians of Beardy's reserve, who were rebels,
aud whom I saw, I learned that they were having very hard times. I could lear
nothing from the indians themselves or from settlers in the vicinity in confirmation
of current reports of brewing trouble. No alarm is felt, as to their raiding on freightera
or settlers, and no communication is held by them with Indians in the Battleford
district.

" At present none are off the reserve, except the few that are hunting in the
bush, and no strange Indians are among them. They complain of not getting
enough rations, and not having suitable fira-arma for killing game, but in other
respects are quiet and peaceable.

" The opinion appeared general among the half-breeds that their late leader
Riel deserved the sentence of death passed upon him, as they attribute ail their
troubles to him, the majority of them having been forced or persuaded into open
revoit by Riel and Damont. The exceptions are rare where the half-breed admitthat
he took up arms of his own free will."

BUILDINGS-BARBAcK5, &0.

Notwithstanding the accession of 500 additional men to the force, no provion
las, as yet, been made for their accommodation, with the exception of one large

room built at Regina for prison purpoess, which was subsequently converted
into a barrack room.

At Regina the barrack rooms have been crowded-so much so as to effect the men's
health-and it has been necessary to send recruits away to outposts before they werO
properly trained. lalf of the Quartermaster's store is now full of mon, to the great
inconvenience and prejudice of the Quartermaster's department.

At Fort McLeod twenty-seven of "I H " division are quartered in the building of
the old post (already condemned), and at other points, sncb as Edmonton, Battleford
and Prince Albert, temporary provision has been made for the winter, but I wouli
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urgently impress upon your notice the advisability of making adequate provision for
the prosent strength of the force, in both men and horses as soon as the weather open.

I would also remark that police posta near large Indian roserves, such as that at
Fort McLeod, should be protected by earthworks and a stockade.

The post at Wood Mountain, when orected, should be similarly strengthened.
All police posts, no matter where situated, should be suirounded by a fonce of

some kind.
The riding school at Regina bas been commenced, but work is discontinued

during the severe weather. It is not probable that it will be ready for use bèfore
June next.

In my report of 1881 I recommeded that our post should be moved to Edmontom,
from Fort Saskatchewan, which is eighteen miles distant. I euggested "that an
entirely new post be built at Edmonton," and quoted a report from Superintendent
Herchmer, in which ho said. " There is no doubt that our detachment should be at
Edmonton instead of Fort Saskatchewan, every day shows me more clearly the,
mistake. The work of that detachment is at Edmonton, &o."

The same arguments apply more forcibly to-day.

OLOTHING.

The suitability of the presont dress of the police has long been a moot point.
On the one hand, the red coat, from long association, has the confidence of the

Indians, and conduces to the smartness and soldierly appearance of the mon. On the
other hand, a red coat soon loses its colour amid the dust and dirt of prairie travel.

I se no necessity for an alteration in the tunie, which ie used on full dresa
parades, &c., but consider that a working suit of some stout material is very desirabl

There could hardly be a better pattern both as regards material and cut, than the
suit worn recently by Methnen's horse in South Africa.

I forwarded, in July 1884, a pattern of a cap which I considered suitable for
prairie work, in that it shades the eyes and back of-the neck, is light to wear, servi-
ceable in color, easy to carry when not in wear, and of little cost.

HELMETS AND GAUNTLETs.

It is an object to do away with pipeclay as much as possible. It was for this
reason that I recommended, last year, the adoption of brown leather gauntlets, such
as are worn by the mounted infantry of the Imperial service, in place of the white
one with which we are now equipped.

The same remark applies to the helmet, future issues of which shoald be of buff
or brown leather. It would.be botter, also, if they were not so tall as the prosent
pattern, which presents an unnecessary surface to the wind on the prairie, and ià
thereby rendered very unconifortable to the wearer.

BARRACK FURNITURE, BEDSB, &O.

In my reports of 1882 and 1884 I alluded to the desirability of providing barrack
furniture for the mon, more espe2ially bodsteads. The comfort of the men, far mor.
than the appearance of their rooms, is involved in this matter.

GOVERNOR GENERAL'a VISIT.

On the arrival of His Excellency the Governor General at Indian Hoad, on the
21et September, ho was received by a strong escort of 100 mon. A. small mounted
escort, by his desire, accompanied him from Indian Head via Katepwa to Port
qu'Appelle, thence to Qu'Appelle station where ho embarked for Regina, a train escort
'Of one officer and twety-four men accompanying him thither. The usual guard of
Jonour received him at the Capital. On the evening of the 23rd September, with the
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ame escort, Ris Excellency leftiRegina for Dunmore, thence proceeding to Lethbridge,
where h. arrived on the afternoon of the 24th, and was received by a guard of honour
from Fort McLeod. On the 25th a mounted escort accompanied HiseExcellency
from Letbbridge via Fort Kipp to the Blood Reserve, about eight miles from which he
was met by the Indian agent and a party of Indiana on horseback. His Excellency
had a long interview with the Bloods, and camped for the night on the opposite side
of the Belly River. On the 26th His Excellency visited the Cochrane ranche, and
Fort McLeod on the following day, remaining for the night in the police barracks.
On the 28th, failing an appearance of the Piegan Indians, who were to have come in
oearly, His Excellency started for Calgary, camping for the night at Mosquito Creek,
50 miles north of Fort Macleod, and reaching Calgary about 6 p.m. next day.

A guard of honour at the railway station was there furnished from " E " division,
and the 29th was spent in visiting the Indiana at the Blackfoot crossing, the vice-regal
party and escort taking train from Calgary to Cluny where His Honor the Lieutenant-
Governor was in waiting. Arrived at the agency at the Blackfoot crossing, His
Excellency had a long interview with the Blackfeet, and subsequently returned to,
Calgary, whe»ce a emall train escort accompanied him to Donald.

His Excellency was pleased to express his approbation of the smartness of the,
men and horses composing the various escorts, and of the state of their Barracks.

HORsE sTEALING.

There bas been a considerable falling off during the past year in the crime of
horse stealing.

Many horses have undoubtedly changed bands without the customary transfer
of the circulating medium, but the professional horse thief has not been so conspi-
enous on tis side of the line as might bave been expected. The scouts along the
southern frontier prevented free ingress from the United States during the outbreak,
and an outpost, varying in strength from 10 to 35 men bas been stationed at Wood
Mountain throughout the summer, with parties watching the Turtle Mountains,
Moose Mountain and Wood Mountain trails, the south-east and south has been well
provided for.

On the 17th August, in consequence of a report that horse thieves were lying
hidden in the Moose Mountain, Sergeant Kempster, with Interpreters Léveillé and
LeQuesne, and twenty mounted constables, left for that place to arrest them, A few
days previously Constable Sayer, who was on leave near Moose Mountain, had
reported thad he received a bullet wound in the thigh from a supposed horse thief
xiaxned Wilson, whom he intended to ariest. Having ascertained particulars fron
Bayer, Sergeant Kempster obtained a warrant for the apprehension of Frank Wilson
alias Williams. He then visited White Bear's reserve and engaged six of his men to
asuist searching the east end of the mountain.

On the 20th and 21st the whole party thoroughly scoured the east and north
aides of the mountain, Lut saw no recent traces or trails of men or horses. On the

23rd nine reliable Indians were selected frcm Pheaeant Tail's reserve, and on the
two following days the west side of the mountain was completely searched.

Pheakant Tail said that they lad not seen any white men in or near the moun-
tain this year. Captain Pierce, J.P., had been told that the horse thieves bad left the-
mountain and gone to the Pipe Stcne Valley. l hither Sergeant Kempster proceeded,
and satisfied himself that not only were thei e no men or horses therein, but that

there were no traces of any baving been there.
Sergeant Kempster, on his return to lead quarters on the 29tb, reported:

« During the time I was Éearching for horEe thieves I enquired of every settler I
Mame to whether he had seen or beard of any persons being about answering the,
description of Frank Wilson or Budd, and no one had seen any such person.' On
th. withdrawal of Sergeant Kempster Corporal Sinclair and four men were left to-
do duty in the Moose Monntain ard neighborhocd, in addition to three constables
,Who had remained there since last year.
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At Maple Creek Superintendent Mcllree reported, on the 6th October, thatr
several attempts had been made by Indians to steal the hormes of the detachment
stationed near Sand's mil, at the head of the Cypress Mountain.

" On one occasion, when some men from the Walsh detachment were there,
their horses were put in an addition at the back of the stable, and when the picquet
discovered that something was wrong, one horse had been taken out of the stable,
the halter shank having been eut. The thief ran for the bush on the appearance of
the picquet, leaving the horse behind him. On the night of the lt June another -
attempt was made. Constable Barstone, on picquet, saw a man at the stable door,
and on challenging him the man dropped and ran. Haretone fired twice at him,
and the Indian returned the fire and escaped into the bush. The same night a horse
was stolen from the north stable. The thieves always choose a dark, stormy night
for their attempts, and in the thick woods at the head of the mountains it is almost
an impossibility to find an Indian."

During the outbreak Superintendent Mellree reports the Maple Creek district
"was almost entirely free from horse stealing; but on the 18th July four horses were
stolen from Hay Creek, the property of the Leveillé family. The loss was not
reported for many hours. From what Ihave been able to learn, the horses were stolen
by Indians from the United States.

" On the night of the 15th October the wire fence surrounding Abbott's field at
Maple Creek was cut, and nine horses taken out. About 11 a.m., next day six of
them came back, one with a lariat around his neck. Abbott did not report until 1
p.m., when it was too late to do any good. The trail was followed past Davis' Lake,
apparently heading for Belknap, U.S. On the night of the 27th another raid was suc-
cessfully made, by which Front Man lost all his horses, as did a settler named Sinclair.
Sergeant Paterson and a party started immediately in pursuit, but without result, and
in connection therewith Superintendent MeIllree says : " Before the prairie fires
I had different detachments ont camped in the best position to intercept horse thieves.
Since the prairie was all burnt up Iwas compelled to bring them in, but have con-
stantly been sending out scouting parties. They have tried every method of catching
the thieves, stopping up all night, and have not hesitated to follow the trail through
the thickest timber, or wherever it led. I have some of the best scouts in the coun-
try, and they have worked well. These Indians mostly come on foot, and lie round
in thick timber dring the day, taking the horses at night. Getting a long start and.
knowing the country so well, they pass over the most difficult ground to track on."

On the 3rd November Superintendent MIliree reported. "Settlers on Ray
Creek complained of being annoyed by Indians, and having to sleep with their horses
every night. I have sent a party out there to watch at night. As soon as I received
your telegram about the Bloods having left their reserve, I sent and warned every
one who had stock to take extra precautions. Some took no notice, and some turned
their horses out without a guard. On Fish Oreek, where a large number of horses
are owned, and where proper precautions have been taken, not a horse has been lost
this summer, but one which was left tied out by itself."

In consequence of the foregoing raids I detached Sergeant Paterson to Montana
to endeavor to trace the hordes which had been stolen during the autumn and to
endeavor to obtain the assistance of the United States officiais in recovering them.
laving arrived at Fort Assiniboine on the 1st December he was told by Captain.
Blunter, lt U. S. Cavalry, " that he had been lately at the Piegan agency with a
large detachment and had found no horses and had met with decided opposition froin
the Piegans, but as he had a large number of " Crows " with him it was doubtefs
directed principally against them."

Following up the Marias River to the agency he presented the letter with
whieh he was furnished to Major Allen, the agent, who promised him " every
assistance that lay in his power which he himself described as ' not much,' as h. was
forced to rely on his twenty Indian police for all information." With Major Allen's
permission, having begged him to keep secret the purport of his visit, Sergeant
IPaterson having the agency interpreter at his disposai, rode for four days through.
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al the horses hoe could find, examined each one closely, without discovering any that
ho was in search of. He then sent two of the mon who were with him
to Depuyer Creek, twenty miles to the south of the agency, and off the reservation,
where he had heard that whiskey was being traded to Indians for horses. They found a
sorrel, very closely rosembling the description of a horse stolen from Medicine Hat,
in the possession of a man who would not give it up, although ho acknowledged
having bought the horse from an Indian for 812, the animal being worth at least
$100. A large fresh brand on the neck was sufficient to cover up any other marks.
In this case the agent said he could do nothing, a replevin suit being the only course
open to Sergeant Paterson. On the 14th ho assembled his Indian police and dosired
them to find out where any stolon horses were hidden, and bring thom in. As the only
result, one horse, belonging to Louis Leveillé, was found. No Indian put in a claim
1o the animal, so Sergeant Paterson was allowed to take him.

With reforence to the whiskoy trading to Indians on Birch and Depuyer Creeks,
Major Allen informed Sergeant Paterson that he was now taking strong measures to
have the parties punished and removed. le said ho was also making a complaint
to his Department at Washington about the Bloods coming over there and killing
-cattle.

MORSS.

I am of opinion that the establishment of horses for each division should be
100. Including The chargers of three officers, this admits of mounting only fifty.
seven non-commissioned officers and men, leaving forty horses, viz., ton four-horse
teame.

Ten waggons, at least, are required to carry baggage, rations, &c., of 100,
men and forty-three dismounted men, in case of an entire division taking the
field. The waggons, to carry this weight, must be strong, and therefore heavy, and
less than fbur horses to each would not suffice when speed is an object.

The ton waggons, so horsed, will carry the weight which it would require twenty
pair horse waggons of lighter make to transport, and there is this objection to pair
horse waggons, that if one or more horses " play out " there are no others to fali back
upon. With four horses it is possible to allow one to drop out for temporary relief,
in case of necessity, without crippling the mobility of the whole party, or having to
leave a waggon on the trail.

The horses that have been sent hither from the east during the past year have
atood the work as well as could be expocted. It is well known that eastern horses
are not available for much work during the first year of their arrival in this country.
Brperience has shown:that they require a year or thereabouts to become acclimatized,
and that during that time they should be put to moderate work only. After that
time they are capable of standing a great deal of work.

Team horses should, in almost all cases, be eastern horses. The Fort MoLeod
and Calgary division have good native horses, but they are, as a rule, the picked
horses of the western country, and their equals are not to be had in sufficient
numbers to completely equip even those two divisions.

The usefulness of this force depends upon its mobility, and mobility depends
upon the quality and sufficiency of horses and the suitability of the waggons, &c.,
used in transport.

INOREASE OF FORCE.

On the lst October and November, respectively, in consequence of the accession
Of strength, I created five more divisions, making ton in all, each having an establish-
ment of 100 non-commissioned officers and mon, the former numbering fifteen.
These divisions .are numbered A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, K, and the Depôt
division. This last will be permanently stationed at headquarters, and to it al
Tecruits on joining will be attached, being drafted therefrom as vacancies occur i.
Ahe other divisions.
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The headquarters staff are deducted from the Depôt division. The distribution
of the force and the atrength of the several divisions are as shown in the general
" Distribution State," in the appendix.

Between the 1st January and 31st. December, 1885, 608 recruits have joined
the force, and have undergone such training as circumstances have permitted from
time to time.

The physique of the new men, as a rule, is much above the average. Too large a
proportion, however, are unable to ride, and are unaccustomed to horses

DISTRIBUTION STATE of the Force, compiled from latest Returns.

Station. ~v ~

.a m' . 0 o o oo« r/ - o «< o O O E•• Ëi

Depôt... Regina....... .............. 1 1 4 . ...... 1 5 5 2 100 119
do ... On leave .............................. ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 2

- 121
" A '... Maple reek.............................. ...... .,.... i1 ...... ...... 3 4 2 40 51

do ... Medicine Hat.................. .... ......... 2 2 43 48
do ... Swift Current............... ...... ...... ...... ...... ..... ..... .... .. . 2 2
do ... OQ leave ..................... .... ...... ....... .. ..... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 1

-- j 102
' B "... Regina ...... ....... 2.......... 2 3 4 66 78

do ... Fort Qu'Appelle........................ ...... 1 4 5
do ... Broadview ................. ...... .................. ....... ...... 2 2
do ... Moose Jaw .................. ...... ...... ...... ...... ..... ...... ...... ...... ...... i ...... 2 3
do ... Moosom in ................................ ...... ...... ...... ...... ..... ...... ...... ...... 1 1
do ... Moose Mountain......................... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 7 8
do ... Mail service ................. ...... ...... . ..... ...... ..... ..... ...... ...... 3 3
do ... Shoal Lake................................. 1
do ... W hitewood .... ........ .................. ...... 2 2

-- 103
0 "...Fort McLeod.............. ......... ...... 1 3. 1 7 5 3 70 90
do ... S tand Off.................. ............... ...... .. ...... ...... ...... 1 2 3
do ... St Mary's................... ......... ...... ...... .. . ...... ...... ..... ...... ..... 3 3
do ... Pincher Oreek........................... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 4 5
do ... Lethbridge.......,................ ............. ...... ..... ..... ...... . ..... 1 6 7
do ... On leave................ ............ ...... ...... . .... ...... ...... ...... ..... ...... 2 2
do ... Piegan Reserve...................... ..... ..... ...... ...... .... ..... ..... ...... 2 2

--- 112
"ID ".. Battleford ........................... 1 2 ...... 1 4 4 6 72 90

do ... On command........ .................. ...... ......... ...... ,,.... ...... 1 ...... 3 4
-- 9 A

"E ... Calgary..................... 2.......... 4 5 5 83 100
do ... Mail service......................,.. ...... ..... ...... , ..... ..... ., .. ...... 1

- 101

"F "... Prince Albert..................... 1 2 4 6 78 94
do ... On leave................................,.. ..... ...... ...... ,..... . .- .. . . 1 2

--- 96
" G "... Edmonton.............................. ...... ...... 1 1.......... 2 3 3 70 80

do ... Fort 8askatchewan. .................. ...... .,.. ,.... 1 ..... , ..... -. ,. 1 1 16 19

"H "... Fort McLeod....................... 1 3..... ..... 3 2 6 56 71
do .,. Chief Mounftain ...... .~............ ...... .............. ...... .... ..... ...... 1 1

do ... Lethbridge .... ... ............ .. .~.... .. •... ...... ...... 3 4

do ... Old Fort McLeod...............-......i ...... ...... ...... ..... ...... ...... .•... 1 1 25 27

do ... On command .............. ~... ... ..... .. .... . .... 1 1
I -- 104

"... Battleford ...... ...... 12...... 2.. ...... ...... 4 6 94 107 107
T .• 11 4

Total..................... i 1 24 -i 43 4 5867 .... 0î,o
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INDIAN PAYMENTS.

The usual assistance has been rendered to the Indian Department at annual
treaty payments.

Strong escorts were placed at thedisposal of the several agents, and the paymenta
pased off without any noteworthy occurrence.

LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

The trafflc in illicit liquor cannot, I regret to say, be said to be on the decline.
The ingenuity which is devoted to encompass the transgression of the prohibitory
law is worthy of a botter cause. Books (that is, zinc cases made up in the shape of
books), sardine tins, oyster cans, coal oil cans and barrels, and many other receptacles,
including trunks, are used to import liquor. The last mentioned, checked through
as passenger's baggage, were much in vogue during the early part of the year, and in
eonnection therewith a very plausible complaint was made to Ottawa of the high
lianded action of the police, which, however, the complainants, did not substantiate by
avowing themselves the owners of the checks in question. Detaits of the several
eeizures made have been already reported periodically.

I may safely say that the majority of the people living in the North-West do not
respect and do not hesitate to break the prohibitory liquor law. It is the unceasing
and faithful endeavor to enforce the provisions of this law, in the face of a rapidly
increasing population, and much greater facilities for evading it, to which the Police
-owe most of the adverse criticism to which they have been subjected. Men who were
law abiding citizens in the old provinces thinàk it no crime to evade the liquor law
and do so on every opportunity. If such men are not caught, then the Police come
in for abuse from temperance quarters. If on the other hand conviction follows, so
much the worse for the Police, for, in nine cases ont of ton, the conviction becomes a
conception, which eventually gives birth to most unsparing abuse, not of the law, but
of those whose duty it is to enforce it.

LUNATICs.

The following is the number and disposition of lunatics who have been oonfined
here during the past year

Name. Where froin. Remarks showing Disposal, 4c.

1885. I1885.
June 18... Wm. Jackson ............. Prince Albert ......... Aug. 10... Transferred to Selkirk Asylum,

by Order of His Honor the
Lieut.-Goveriior.

July 17... Frank Lawton,.... ......... do S........ sept. 30... do do
Sept. 25... Isabella Stocks.............. Moosomin ............... Oct. 7... do do
'Oct. 20... George Aubrey ............. Broadview . Dec. 1... do do
Nov. 21... John McIntyre............... Qu'Appelle ............. ............ Held, pending instructions froma

Bis Honor the Lieut.-Governor.

MAIL SERVICE.

As heretofore, police constables have performed the duties of mail clerks along
the lino of the Canadian Pacific Railway, from Moose Jaw westward.

Three men have been employed between Moose Jaw and Medicine Hat, three
between Medicine Hat and Calgary, and beyond that place one or more, as the train
Service required from time to time.
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TRANSPORT.

The transport necessary for the requirements of this force is of four kinds:-
1st. A heavy spring waggon for four horses.
2nd. A light spring waggon for two horses.
3rd. A heavy buckboard for two horses.
4th. A light buckboard for a single horse.
Of the first mentioned, there can be no botter waggon than the large spring

waggon in use at Fort McLeod. It has been in the force in constant use for years, is
capable of carrying a weight of one and a-half tons, is very easy in running, and the
,body being high it is suitable for crossing rivers. It would advantageously supersede
the lumber waggon of late years.

Failing a waggon of this design, I would recommend theI "White Water"
waggon, which is now nearly extinct in the force. These waggons came into the
country with the Boundary Commission in 1871. After three years, service therewith,
they were handed over to the police in 1874, and stood our heavy work for many
years.

Their special excellence may, to a very great extent, be accounted for by the
fact that they were constructed under the supervision of the men who were going to
use them, viz., the Royal Engineers.

2nd. For a light spring waggon, two horses, I would recommend a platform
sprlng

3rd. A heavy buckboard for two horses, suitable for a long trip for a small party
who have to carry bedding, rations and forzige.

The body of the buckboard should be h gh, and should rest on the cross-pieces
attached to the axles, without any springs whatever. The seat should have a three
leaved spring, and there should be a box under the seat.

4th. A pattern of light buckboard for a single horse suitable for work round a
post is built in Canada.

With all waggons and backboards, of whatever pattern or description, it is
indispeLsable that the quality of the material used be of the best.

Screws may be said to be useless for vehicles designed for police work. Ali
attachments should be bolted, the nuts being rivetted. The iron work, spring aùd
axles should be of particularly good material.

If patterns are adopted for police waggons, &c., specifications should be laid
down for the guidance of manufacturers, and the work should be inspected by an
expert before being painted.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION.

A telegraph lin. has during the year, been constructed from Danmore to Fort
McLood,and a railway from Dunmore, on the Canadian Pacifio Railway, to Lothbridge,
a point about twenty.eight miles from Fort McLeod. In case of necessity it is,
therefore, possible to throw a force into Lethbridge from headquarters within
twenty-four hours, and this rapid communication is an important factor in the
Indian question.

A telegraph line has also been constructed f rom Moose Jaw to Wood Mountain.
It is of some importance that this should be a Government line throughout, whieh
at present it is not. Moose Jaw being about forty miles to the west of Regina, a
message travels thither upon the railway wires, and is there transmitted to the
Wood Mountain wire.

If the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities would allow their poles to be used
from here to Moose Jaw, a separate wire might there connect directly with the
Wood Mountain wire, and the Wood Mountain post would be in immediate
communication with headquarters, presuming, of course, that the Regina end of the
wire branches directly into and terminates in my office.
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The same may be said of the telegraphic communication with the north. Froin
Qu'Appelle northward the line is a Government line, and messages are transmitted
from the railway line to the Governmont lino ; the delay in transmission, from one
cause or another, having often proved not only troublesome but prejudicial to the
country's interest. I submit that a separate lino should run from my office along
the railway polos to Qu'Appelle station, and there connect with the Government
lino. Our northern posts would thon be in direct communication with headquarters,
and official tolographic correspondence would not be published in a garbled and
objectionable form.

I have above alluded to communication with Wood Mountain post, but the line
is of little value until the post is established. I beg to repeat my recommendations
of former years, as to the advisability of establishing a permanent post at that point.
The reason for those recommendations do not now need further repetition.

POLICE ACT.

I submitted, in a special report dated 27th November, 1884, some alterations
which I considered advisable in the Police Act, and would now add thereto a provi-
sion that an offender convicted under the penal clauses of the Police Act for an
offence against police discipline shall not be subject to any writ of habea3 corpus.
Failing this provision, the interests of discipline will assuredly suffer.

I have already had occasion to insist that a police prisoner has an appeal from
a sentence inflicted by bis commanding officer to myself, and through myself, if
necessary, to the " Minister charged with the control and management of the Force,"
but that no other appeal is intended, or eau be allowed. Further, that no logal
counsel can be permitted to interfore in a question of police discipline.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY IN MOUNTAINS.

The following is an account of the work performed by a detachment of the
force under my command, who, under Inspector Steele, have been employed in the
maintenance of law and order on that part ot the Canadian Pacifie Railway under
construction in the mountains.

Until the 10th June last, the distribution of this detachment was as follows:-
Men. Horses.

Laggan ................. .................... .... 1 .
3rd Siding............................................... ........... 2
Golden City.................................. 8 7
Ist Crossing......................................................... 4 2
Beaver Creek....................................................... 2 1
Summit of Selkirks......................................... ..... 2 1
2nd Crossing.............. ................................... ..... 4 2

A little later, as construction proceeded, Golden City was left with three men
and one horse, the balance being moved on to Beaver Creek.

In the absence of gaol accommodation for the district of Kootenai, cells were
constructed at the 3rd Siding, Golden City, lst Crossing, Beaver Creek, Summit
of Selkirks and 2nd Crossing. A mounted escort of four constables was detailed to
escort the Canadian Pacific Railway paymaster whenover ho required it.

Inspector Steele reports:-
" About the first day of April, owing to their wages being in arrears, 1,200 of

the workmen employed on the lino struck, where the end of the track thon was,
and informed the manager of construction that unless paid up in full at once, and
more regularly in future, they would do no more work. They also openly stated their
intention of committing acts of violence upon the staff of the road, and to destroy
property. I received a deputation of the ringleaders, and assured them that if they
committed any act of violence, and were not orderly, in the strictest sense of the
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word, I would inflict upon the offenders the severest punishment the law would
allow me. They saw the manager of construction, who promised to accede to their
demands, as far as lay in his power, if they would return to their camps, their board
not to cost them anything in the meantime. Some were satisfied with this, and
several hundred returned to their camps. The remainder stayed at the Beaver (where
there was a population of 700 loose characters), ostensibly waiting for their money.
They were apparently very quiet, but one morning word was brought to me that
eome of thom were ordering the bricklayers to quit work, teamsters freighting
supplies to leave their teams, and bridgemen to leave their work. I sent
detachmonts of police to the points threatened, leaving only two mon to take charge
of the prisoners at my post. I instructed the men in charge of the detachments to
use the very severest measures to prevent a cessation of the work of construction.

" On the same afternoon Constable Kerr, having occasion to go to the town,
saw a contractor named Behan, a well known desperado (supposed to be in sym-
pathy with the strike), drunk and disorderly, and attempted to arrest him. The con-
stable was immediately attacked by a large crowd of strikers and roughs, thrown
down and ultimately driven off. He returned to barracks, and on the return of
Sergeant Fury, with a party of three men from the end of the track, that non-oom-
missioned officer went with two men to arrest the offending contractor, whom they
found in a saloon in the midst of a gang of drunken companions. The two constables
took hold of him and brought him out, but a crowd of mon, about 200 strong, and ail
armed, rescued him, in spite of the most resolute conduct on the part of the police.
The congregated strikers aided in the rescue, and threatened the constables if they
persisted in their efforts."

" As the sergeant did not desire to use his pistol, except in the most dire noces-
sity, he came to me (I was on a sick bed at the time) and asked for orders. I directed
him to go and seize the offender, and shoot any of the crowd who would interfere. He
returned, arrested the man, but had to shoot one of the rioters through the shoulder
before the crowd would stand back. I then requested Mr. Johnston, J.P., to explain
the Riot Act to the mob, and inform them that I would use the strongest measures to,
prevent any recurrence of the trouble. I had ail the men who resisted the police, or-
aided Behan, arrested next morning, and fined them, together with him, 8100 each,
or six months hard labor."

" The strike collapsed next day. The roughs having had a severe lesson, were
quiet. The conduct of the police during this trying occasion was ait that could ber
desired. There were only five at the Beaver at the time, and they faced the powerful
mob of armed men with as much resolution as if backed by hundreds."

" Whible the strike was in progress I received a telegram from His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories, direoting me to proceed to Cal-
gary at once with ail the men, but in the interests of the public service I was
obliged Io reply, stating that to obey was impossible until the strike was settled.

" On the 7th day of April the laborers had*been ail paid, and I forthwith pro-
ceeded to Calgary, leaving the men in charge of Sergeant Pary until everything was
perfectly satisfactory."

On the 7th April a constable found in the Moose Jaw Creek the dead body of a
man named Malaski, with a heavy chain attached. The same night Sergeant Fyffe
arrested one John Connor on suspicion of being the murderer. An examination of
Connor's house showed traces of blood on the walls and fdoor, an attempt baving been
made to chip the stains off the latter with an axe, and further examination revealed
the track of the body, which had been dragged from the bouse to the creek. The.
mnurder had evidently been committed with an axe, while the murdered man waq
Iying on the bed, probably asleep, there being three deep wounds on the aide of the
head.

Connor was convicted of the murder before Colonel Richardson, Stipendiary
Magistrate, and a jury, on the 2nd May, and was executed here on the 17th July.
The prisoner made no statement of any kind with respect to his guilt.
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At Regina, on the 2nd June, a man named Kennedy was, about midnight, found
near the guard room by the sentry on that post. Being unable to give a satisfactory
acount of himself, ho was taken into custody. He had in his pocket a number ofi
lucifer matches, with other odds and ends, and told a confused story of having been
-direoted to the barracks for a night's lodging. He was charged with-vagrancy, and
was next day discbarged with a caution.

On the following Sunday, the 7th, ho was arrested for having, on the night
provious, set fire.to a railway bridge on, the Canadian Pacifie Railway, about six
miles east of Regina, and on conviction thereof was sentenced to three years in the
penitentiary.

About 1 o'clock, a.m. on the 7th, a sentry apprehended another man whom
ho found lurking in the neighborhood of bis post, and who was unable to give a
satisfactory account of himself. This man received three months imprisonment with
hard labor, as a vagrant.

This being the second case of the kind within a few days, Superintendent Deane
informs me that ho reported the matter to the Department at the time, in order that,
if expedient, some provision might be made in the Vagrant Act to include more
specifically offences of this nature.

On the 9th July at Medicine Hat, Robert Casey was shot by one Ben Hale, about
9 p.m., at the Four Mile Lake. This having been reported to Maple Creek at about
10.30 p.m., a party was at once despatched to the scene of the occurence, when it
was lound that the murderer had gone across country, in the direction of the
boundary line, with a saddle and pack borse. The night being very dark it wae
impossible to follow him. The wounded man was carried to Medicine Hat, where h.
died on the morning of the 10th.

The United States posts along the boundary line were notified by telegram of
the route taken by the murderer.

The murder was the outcome of a drunken argument about a horse race, as
apparent from evidence taken at the coroner's inquest. Sergeant Joues was
despatched to Benton, in Montana Territory, to get the murderer arrested by the
United States officials, but telegraphed to Superintendent Mclllree that although
Sheriff Healy knew where to find Hale, ho would not interfere, unless a reward1were
offered. Bon Hale is therefore still at large.

SOUTHERN MANITOBA.

On the 28th July Inspector Sanders, one non-commissioner ofloor and twenty.
four constables, with twenty-six horses, proceeded to Southern Manitoba for the
prevention of horse stealing in a listrict stretching along the frontier from the
eastern boundary of the municipality of Louise to the western boundary of the
Province. A request for this protection had been made, on behalf of the settlers,
by the Attorney-General at Winnipeg, and the Right Honorable the President of the
Privy Council, in sanctioning " for the present and until a local force is formed " the
employment of a small detachment of police, reminded the Attorney-General " that
it is not the duty of the Mounted Police to enforce the laws in Manitoba."

Inspector Sanders distributed his mon between Manitou, Ol6arwater, Wakopa,
Deloraine and Sourisford, and thoroughly patrolled the country within the limite
laiddown.

He reported on the 4th August: "The country west of Deloraine la very.
poorly settled, but from Doloraine est the settlements are thick. A railway is being
built from, Manitou to within ton miles of Wakopa this autumn, and the number of
rhorses which will be necessarily used in the construction will be a great temptationa
to:horse thieves.

"I enclose a map, on which I have shown, by an arrow on eaek side of the-
Turtle Mountain, the direction in whieh thieves go in and out of the country. They,
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cannot go through the mountains with stock, as they are thickly wooded, and they
skirt round, using the timber as a hiding place for thoir camps." On the 15th
August he reported : " Some ponies have been run off at Moosomin, and so far this is
the only case of horse stealing I have heard of."

On the 1lth August it was reported by Constable Garnham, in charge of the
Clearwater detachment, that a horse had been stolen from Morden on the lst,
and had been since seen south of Manitou. About the 25th he succeeded in tracing
the animal to a farm near the boundary, whither it had evidently strayed.

On the 20th August some railway navvies created a disturbance in Manitou, and
amused themselves by breaking windows, &c. The townspeople, requested the
police to quell the disturbance, and this they did, as Mr. Clark, J.P., informed
Inspector Sanders, " in a very prompt and efficient manner."

On the 20th September Inspector Sanders reported:
" On Friday, the 15th, whilst I was at Manitou, the sheriff of Cavalier County,

Dakota, U.S.A., arrived and reported having traced a murderer to within eight
miles of Manitou. On receiving a description of the man, I sent some mon through
the railway camps in the vicinity, to sec whether he had got among the navvies,
and went myself with one man to the point where the sheriff had lost the scent.
We traced the maü from there into Manitou, and found ho did not fully answer the
description, and was evidently not the man.

" They had, it seems, followed the wrong man from the beginning, and it is not
likely that he is on this side of the line at all.

" On Friday, the 18th, Hiis Excellency the Governor General arrived in Mani-
tou. I increased the number of the detachment by three men from Cartwright, and
formed a sort of escort when ho drove through the country."

" On the 25th September," a later report says, " I heard of some ponies belong-
ing to Mr. Dunn, of Moosomin, N.W.T., being on the other side. I started ont
with two constables, and traced them to Devil's Lake, about 100 miles south of the
boundary, but could not follow them any further."

On the 18th November Inspector Sanders returned to headquarters with his
detachment, and reported that during the whole time the detachment was in South-
ern Manitoba there was fnot one case of horse stealing.

On the 16th November last Louis ]Riel was executed within the procincts of the
gaol here.

The body was subsequently handed over to Mr. Bonneau, by order of the sheriff.
Unfounded and malicions reports wore circulated, after the execution, that the

body had been mutilated, and to disprove this rumour, the coffin was opened and the.
body examined in presence of myself, Mr. Bonneau and other persons, before it was
allowed to leave the barracks.
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PART II.

In recording the connection of the police with the recent outbreak, it may
perbaps be advisable to briefly review the situation from the time that Louis Riel
came into the country, at the request of the half-breeds, to act as their leader and
representative.

The first report on this subject, bearing date 13th July, 1884. was rendered by
Superintendent Orozier, who was in command at Battleford, in which he stated that
the half-breeds claimed to have grievances of various kinds (none specified, A. G. I.)
and that the Indians were becoming excited on account of the action of the half-
breeds.

On the 27th July the same officer reported that Louis Reil had held meetings at
Prince Albert and Duck Lake. At the latter place the audience was composed chiefiy
of French half-breeds and Indians, and Riel was reported to have told the Indians
that they had "rights" as well as the half-breeds, and that he wished to be the
means of having them redressed. In this report, Superintendent Crozier remarked:-

"I have already reported that I believe the Indians sympathize with the half-
breeds, nor could anything else be expected, being close blood relations and speaking
the same language. What may be the result of this half-breed agitation, or what
effect it may have upon the Indians, of course I cannot foretell.

On the 8th August Sergeant Brooks, at Prince Albert, reported by telegram to
Battleford: " Returned from Duck Lake lst night, Big Bear in council with ton
other chiefs. Riel has held several private meetings at the South Branch, attended
by leading half-breeds. He bas not seen Big Bear."

On the 5th August a non-commissioned officer, who had been instructed to ascer-
tain the state of feeling at Prince Albert reported:

" There is very little talk about Riel. The principal part of the people who seem
to agree with him are people who are ' hard up' and think they must do something
to cause a little excitement. I have heard vtry few who are in any way well-to-do
speak favorably of him. There is no doubt but that all the breeds swear by him, and
whatever he says is law with them."

On the 10th August Sergeant Brooks, at Prince Albert, reported that Riel had
held a meeting that day as the people were coming from church at Batoche, at which
ho said " the I*ndian's rights should be protected as well as their own."

He reported, also, that Jackson, brother of the druggist, at Prince Albert,
seemed to be " a right hand man of Riel's. He has a great deal to say, and I believe
ho does more harm than any breed among them."

On the 18th August I received your order to increase the Prince Albert detach-
ment to an Inspector and twenty mon, and did so accordingly.

On the 7th September Sergeant Keenan, at Duck Lake, reported that a meeting
of Riel's supporters had been held at St. Lurent on the 1st, at which a number of
half-breeds and white men from Prince Albert were present, "including Jackson,
Scott and Isbister, three of Riel's strongest supporters in that district. Speeches
-were made condemning the Government, and Mr. Jackson stated that the country
belonged to the Indians and not to the Dominion of Canada." Sergeant Keenan con-
cludes: " I met Riel a few days ago, and during our conversation ho told me that
-the Government, through Bishop Grandin, had offered him a seat in the Council or
in the Dominion Senate."

By letter dated 25th September, Sergeant Keenan reported that at all public
meetings Riel and his supporters had been very moderate, or rather cautious in their
utterances, but ho thought they appeared in disguise at these open meetings.

It will be in your recollection that in October, pursuant to your order, a polioe
poSt was formed at Carlton, and the strength of the northern division was increased
to 200, of all ranks, this number being distributed between Battleford, Carlton,.
Prince Albert and Port Pitt.
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On the 23rd December Superintendent Gagnon reported that the half-breeds of
St. Laureat and Batoche had held a public meeting to adopt a petition which had
been duly forwarded to Ottawa, that the half-breeds were pressing .Riel to settle
amongst them, and had presented him with a house, well furnished, and intended
the next month toadd thereto a purse.

He continued : " As far as I can see, the chief grievance of the half-breeds in that
they are afraid the Government will not sanction the way they, amongst themselves,
-have agreed to take their homesteads-10 chains frontage on the river by two miles
baek."

On the 14th January, 1885, Superintendent Crozier reported that invitations to
a large gathering in the spring, at Duck Lake, were being circulated amongst the
Indians, and he was informed that an effort would be made to get the Qu'Appelle
Valley Indians to attend.

It appeared, too, that " Little Pine " had tried to induce anumber of the Blackfeet-
to move northwards in the spring, and " Poundmaker " said that " Little Pine " had
told his young men not to dispose of their guns. Superintendent Crozier expected to
hear later from " Poundmaker " the particulars of " Little Pine's " negotiations with
-the Blackfeet as soon as he should have obtained them from " Little Pine." Superin-
tendent Crozier expressed great faith in " Poundmaker's " reliability and fidelity.

On the 12th January Inspector Dickens reported from Fort Pitt that " Big
Bear's " band were at work drawing logs, cutting wood, &c., " all quiet."

On the 26th January Superintendent Gagnon, commanding at Carlton, reported
that nothing of importance had occurred during the month among the half-breeds
in that district. " They had, after New Year a social meeting, at which they presented
their chief, Riel, with $60 as a token of their good will. The meeting was very
orderly and loyal, and no allusion was made to the actual troubles."

Riel appears to have been in financial difficulties juet then, and to have obtained
assistance from the Roman Catholie missionary at St. Laurent.

Superintendent Gagnon was now informed that the previously mentioned petition
Iad not been sent to Ottawa, as stated, but was then in process of being signed, with
a view to its being forwarded the following month. It appeared that a letter only, as
.a sort of avant courier to the petition had been sent on the before-mentioned occasion

There was now a period of about three weeks during which the former excite-
ment appeared to have died a natural death, the next feature being a rumor
(reported by telegram from Battleford on the 21st February) that Riel was talking
of leaving the country soon, as he was not recognized by the Government as a British
subject. Apparently, something of this sort was necessary to fan the dying embers
into flame again. It succeeded so far that on the 24th February a meeting got up
by himself was held, to beg Riel to stay in the country, to which he was pleased to
consent.

Oa the 10th March Superintendent Gagnon telegraphed that the half-breeds
were excited, and were moving about more than usual. Farther, that they proposed
to prevent supplies going in af ter the 16th.

On the 11th a telegram to much the same effect was received from Superinten-
dent Crozier, at Carlton, Who ordered twenty-five men and one 7-pound gun to that
place from Battleford.

On the 13th the same officer telegraphed: "Half-breed rebellion liable to break
ont any moment. Troops must be largely reinforced. If half-breeds rise Indians will
join them." In transmitting this message to Ottawa I recommended that at least
100 men be sent at once. On the 15th I telegraphed to Ottawa: " Lieutenant-
Governor thinks I had better go north with men at once; roads and rivers will soon
break up." In reply I received, on the 16th, orders to start for the north with all
available men as quickly as possible, and having previously withdrawn twenty-five
inon-commissioned officers and men, with twenty horses, from Calgary, in readiness for
a emergency, I left Regina early on the morning of the 18th.

On the 17th a telegram was received from Superintendent Crozier tn the effct
that: " Present movements and preparations have quieted mattersi. No cause for
alarm now."
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There was no guarantee, however, that this apparent security would continue,
and existing arrangements were carried out, fortunately, as it appeared, for on the-
38th two urgent appeals for more men came over the wires from Superintendent
Crozier, followed, -on the 19th, by a report that the half-breeds had seized the stores
at the South Branch, and made Mr. Lash, Indian agent, prisoner, besides committing
ether depredations.

The foregoing is a brief resumé of the several official reports, by letter and wirek
opies of which were duly forwarded to your Department as soon as received.

On the 18th of March I left Regina with a detachment of the following strength,
viz.,: fourofficers, eighty-six non-commissioned officers and men, and sixty-six horses.

The start was made from Regina barracks at 6 a.m. I proceeded as far as
Pie-a-pot's reserve, twenty-eight miles, and halted for dinner. I afterwards proceeded
along the Qu'Appelle valley, and camped for the night at Misquopetong's place. AU
the rivers were at this time frozen solid, and no water could be obtained for the
horses.

The distance travelled during the day was forty-three miles,
On the 19th reveille sounded at 3:30 a.m. Broke camp and left Misquopetong's

place a 5 a m., and drove into Fort Qu'Appelle, which I reached at 9:45 a.m. I was
here busily employed for some time purchasing additional teams and sleighs
required for transport.

At 4 p.m. I left Fort Qu'Appelle, and travelled on towards O'Brien's, which
is situated eight miles north of Qu'Appelle. I here camped for the night. The
distance travelled during the day was twenty-seven miles.

On the 20th reveille sounded at 3:30 a. m.; broke camp and started at 5 a. m.;
proceeded to " ouses " and camped for dinner. Afterwards I made Touchwood Hills,
and camped for the night about a mile from Hudson Bay Company's post. Dis-
tance travelled during the day was forty miles.

On the 21st reveille sounded at 3:30 a.m.; broke camp and started at 5:30 a. m.,
travelling through the Touchwood Hills; camped for dinner a short distance from
the Great Salt Plain, and camped for night at mail station.

It was at ibis point that I received the following communication from Superin-
tendent Crozier, commanding the North-West Mounted Police at Çarlton:-

" CARLTON, 19th March, 1885.

"SIR,-1 have the honor to inform you that the half-breeds seized the stores at
South Branch to-day.

" Mr. Lash, Indian agent, Walters, merchant, two telegraph operators, and Mr.
Mitchell, of Duck Lake, are prisoners.

" Beardy's hndians joined the rebels this afternoon. The wire is cut. The
rebels are assembled on south side of river. Prisoners are held in Roman Catholie
church, about a quarter of a mile up stream from crossing. All One Arrow's band
of Crees joined them this afternoon. Many of Beardy's also joined them. The
remainder of Beardy's will probably follow to-morrow.

" The number of rebels assembled Ibis afternoon is estimated at from 200 to 400
men. They will rapidly increase in numbers.

" My impression is that many of the Indian bands will rise. The plan at pre-
sent is to seize any troops coming into the eountry at the South Branch, then march
on Carlton, then on Prince Albert. The instructor led One Arrow's band. Ie is a
half-breed.

"L. N. F. CROZIER.
"To Colonel IRVINE, Commissioner."

The distance travelled during the day was forty miles.
On the 22nd broke camp at 5 a. m., and proceeded across Salt Plain. The

weather was bitterly cold. One man had his feet badly frozen.
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Halted for dinner after having crossed Salt Plain. la the afternoon resehed
Humboldt, and camped there. Mr. Hayter Reed, Assistant i Indian ommissioner,
joined me here, and remained with me throughout. Distance travelled, torty-three
miles.

It was at this point that I ascertained that Bome 400 half-breeds had
congregated at Batoche, for the express purpose of preventing my command joining
Superintendent Crozier.

I here sent the following telegram to the conptroller:-
" Arrived here 4.30 this afternoon. Camp to night at Stage Station, six miles

further on. About 400 half-breeds and Indians at South Branch,
* Batoche's,' prepared to stop me crossing river. Have decided to go to Carlton by
direct trail, east of ' Batoche's' vid Prince Albert. Expect to reach Carlton 25th."

On the 23rd broke camp at 5:30 a.m.; weather still èontinued bitterly cold.
Soon after starting I received intelligence of the mail station at Hoodoo having
been sacked by a party of rebels. On reaching Hoodoo I found that the intelligence
received was perfectly true. All provisions and grain stored there had been carried
off by the rebels, who had also taken the stage driver prisoner, and carried off the
stage horses.

I subsequently overtook a freighter loaded with oats. The oats the rebels
had ordered the freighter to carry on to Batoche. The train containing these oats I
ordered to move on with us, which was done at as rapid a rate as the freighter was
able to travel. I afterwards used these oats in feeding our horses. Distance
travelled. thirty-three miles.

On the 24th broke camp at 6 a.m., and travelled along the trail leading to
Batoche, a distance of six or seven miles. I then left the trail and proceeded in a
north-easterly direction towards Agnew's Crossing on the South Saskatchewan, which
point I reached about 2 p.m. Having crossed the river I halted for dinner.

Before making the start for Priince Albert news was received to the effect that
the half-breeds were bitterly disappointed and furiously enraged at my having
succeeded in crossing the river, and in so doing completely out.flanking and out-
maneuvering them.

I reached Prince Albert at about 8 p.m.
As upon reaching Prince Albert I and my command were within what seemed,

comparatively speaking, a stone's tbrow of Fort Carlton, i may be permitted to call
your attention to the very rapid and successful march made. The distance travelled
was 291 miles, and this in seven days, the average daily travel thus being fo: ty-two
iniles. The hardships experienced on such a march can only be understo d, and
the nature of such service thoroughly appreciated by those who have residec in the
northern portion of the Territories, aud so become familiar with the severity of the
North-West winter.

It must be remembered that my little command-ninety men all told-had, in
reaching Prince Albert, gone right through a section of the country thon in pooses-
sion of the rebels.

On findiug myself in Prince Albert I felt that the most difficult and arduous
portion of the object then in view, viz., affecting a junction with Superintendent
Crozier, had been effected, and this, as I have previously intimated, in a markedly
successful manner, the avowed plans of the rebels being to prevent anly augmenta-
tion of the force at Carlton, by offering a continued resistance at the crossing of the
South Brainch of the Saskatchewan.

Soon after my arrival at Prince Albert I had an interview with Mr. Thomas
McKay, from whom I gleaned much valuable information, thus affording me a cor-
rect insight into the true state of affaire.

As expressed in my telegram of the 22nd to the Comptroller, my original inten-
tion was to have reached Carlton on the 25th March. This might have been done
lad it appeared to me imperative, but upon that very morning I had the assurance
of Mr. Thomas McKay, who had just returned from Fort Carlton, that all was quiet
there. To add to this, the travelling over ice and frozen roads had, as was to be
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expected, made it necessary to have the horses' shoeing carefully looked to. Taking
into consideration that upon our arrival at Prince Albert (at 8 p.m. on the 24th) we
had completed a winter march of 291 miles, a thorough inspection of mon, arms and
horses was, of course, advisable. Besides all this, the organization of the Prince
Albert volunteers took up time, as did also the procuring of transport for these
additional men.

I was naturally anxiously to have both mon and horses reach Carlton, the
.acknowledged scene of operations, in a thoroughly efficient and serviceable condition.

Bearing in mind that up>n the following morning at 2:30 a m, I and my com-
mand were en route, it will be seen with what exceptional promptitude the necessary
preparations were carried ont. On this date (the 25th) I wrote to Superinten-
dent Crozier, informing him of the exact strength of my command, and at the same
time imparting to him the information of my intended departure.

On the morning of the 26th March I left Prince Albert at 2:30 a.m., taking with
no, besides eighty-three of our non-commissioned officers and mon from Regina,

twenty-five volunteers from Prince Albert.
The services of theso brave volunteers were offered with a perfect knowledge

of the dangers they might be called upon to face. Like the loyal and gallant citizens
they proved themselves to be, they were ready for any service-in fact, all were
anxtous to be employed. I might tell you that I accepted the services of these men
with what I considered a most important objeet in view, and that was my desire, on
arrival at Carlton, to be in a position to increase to a maximum the number of police
available for service outside the post. I hoped in this way, by a prompt and decided
move, to quash the rebellion ere it had assumed more formidable proportions.

I never intended these volunteers to remain away from Prince Albert for any
extended period. The importance attaching to the position of that place I was
thoroughly alive to from the outset. This I made pnblicly known before I started
for Carlton. During the afternoon march, (on the 26th), and when within nine
miles of Fort Carlton, I received the foilowing despatch from Superintendent Gagnon:-

" CARLToN, 26th March.

"To the Commissioner North- West Mounted Police.

" Superintendent Crozier, with 100 men, started out on Duck Lake road to help
one of our sergeants and amall party in difficulty at Mitchell's store. I have seventy
mon, and can hold fort against odds. Do not expect Crozier to push on further than
Duck Lake. Everything quiet here.

"S. GAGNON,

" Superintendent."

Subsequently, when a short distance from the top of the hill which immediately
overlooks Carlton, I received a second despatch from Saperintendent Gagnon. It
read as follows

CARLTON, 26th March, 2:30 p.m.

To the Commissioner 2Vorth-West Mounted Police.

" Crozier exchanged shots with rebels at Dack Lake; six mon reported shot;
Crozier retreating on Carlton; everythiug quiet here, but ready for emergency.

"S. GAGNON,

' Superintendent.

,49 Victoria. A. 1886
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I reached Fort Carlton about 3 o'clock in the afternoon of the 26th, and found
that Superintendent Crozier had then just returned from Duck Lake with the party
of North-West Mounted Police and Prince Albert volunteers. I learnt fron Super.
intendent Crozier that he had, early that morning, sent a party, consisting of Sergeant
Stewart, N.-W.M.P., and seventeen constables, with eight sleighs, and accompaniedi
by and under the direction of Mr. Thos. McKay, J.P. of Prince Albert, to secure a quan-
tity of provisions and ammunitiou which was in the store of a trader named Mitchell,
-of Duck Lake. When within three miles of Duck Lake, Mr. McKay, who was riding
in front, saw four of the North-West Mounted Police scouts who had been sent out.
in advance, riding towards him, closely followed by a large number of half-breeds and
Indians. On perceiving this Mr. McKay turned and rode back to the sleighs, halted
thern, and told the men to load their rifles and get ready. He then went forward
and met the rebels, who were ail armed and mounted, in large numbers, which were
-being rapidly increased from the rear.

The rebels behaved in a very overbearing and excited manner, and demanded
a surrender of the party or they would fire. I am now, being perfect ly familiar with
all the circumstances, satisfied that the rebels would have immediately fired upon Mr.
McKay and party but for the fact that they (the rebels) were themselves on the open
plain, where they could make no use of cover to protect themselves from the fire
which McKay would most certainly have ordered.

The rebels' demand of surrender was refused, and a reply given by Mr. McKay
in their own language (Cree), that if firing was commenoed by the rebels they would
find that two could play that game.

One Gabriel Dumont and others kept prodding loaded and cocked rifles into Mr.
kcKay's ribs, and declaring they would blow out his brains.

Two of the rebels jumped into a sleigh belonging to Mr. McKay's party, and.
endeavored to take possession of the team ; but Mr. McKay told the driver not to
give it up, but to bold on to it, which he did. The Indians kept jeering at Mr.
McKay's ismall party, and calling out: "If you are meD, now come on." The party
then returned in the direction of Carlton, Mr. McKay cautioning the rebels not te
follow, as he would not be respousible for what his men might do.

During the parleying Dumont fired a rifle between Mr. McKay and the teamster
-before referred to, which it was feared was intended as a signal for the large number
of Indians assembled in the rear.

A scout was ordered in advance to report the circumstance to Superintendent;
Crozier, and on Mr. McKay's arrival at the fort another party, under command of
'Superintendent Crozier, star te& for Duck Lake, for tbe purpose of securing the stores
Mr. McKay's men failed in getting.

The command was of the following strength, viz.:-
Saperintendent Crozier, Inspector Howe (with 7-pr. mountain gun), Surgeon

Miller, and fifty-three non-commissioned officers and men of the North-West M.ounted
Police, and Captains Moore and Morton, and forty-one men of the Prineu Albert
Volunteers, making a total of ninety-nine.

Crozier was met by the rebels at nearly the sane point from which Mr. MoKay's
Party was forced to retire. In this last case, however, the rebels were able to make
use of strong natural cover.

In regard to the engagement which took place at Duck Lake, and the subse-
quent evacuation of Carlton, I cannot, I think, do better than transmit in an
a pendix (A) hereto, the reports made to me on the subject by Superintendent
M'rzier. My own reports made to you at the time, also a report of my action ii
Organizing volunteer companies at Prince Albert are contained in the same
appendix.

As you will doubtless notice from the substance of my previous remarks, I can-
Tnot but consider it a matter of regret that with the knowledge that both myself and.
0ommand were within a few miles of and en route to Carlton Superintenaent Crozier
should have marched out as he did, particularly in the face ot what had transpired
earlier in the day. I am led to the belief that this offleor's better jidgmuent wa,
Ovrruled by the impetuosity displayed by both the police and volunteers.
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Howeq er, once this action had been taken, much confidence, power and prestigea
was established throughout the rebel ranks, and thus Reil found his hands very
3naterially strengthened.

In saying this, let me beg of you to understand that I do not for a moment lose
sight of the steady conduct and most gallant bearing of our officers, non-commissioned
offcers and men, and the Prince Albert volunteers, under the most severe fire experi-
enced during the whole campaigu.

Even before my arrivai at Fort Carlton I -felt assured of the preconceived and
determined opposition which the loyal forces would receive at the hands of men who
lad set the laws of the country at defiance, and who, in so doing, were relying upon
the consanguineous influence they possessed over the Indians to bring the latter over
to them as allies.

The total strength of the force, police and volunteers, at Carlton after Crozier's
zetreat and my arrival, was 225 non-commissioned Officers and men. Of these eleven
were wounded.

At this stage of affairs it became incumbent on me to decide which of the
following places, Fort Carlton or Prince Albert, was to be made the base of operations.

I was perfectly well aware of the vital importance attaching to the result of my
decision, embracing as it did, the lives and property of the settiers, in addition to
wbat, from a strategic point of view, we might assume would place us in the strongest
possible position we might hope to occupy. Although my own opinion on this point
was strongly in favor of evacuation, 1 nevertheless decided to hold a council, for
the purpose of ascertaining the views of the many leading men from Prince Albert,
temporarily performing military duty at Carlton. The result of this council was
the unanimous opinion that the safety of the country lay in ensuring Prince Albert
being placed in a tenable position.

It was agreed that Prince Albert and the country immediately adjoining it repre-
sented, what might be termed, the whole white settlement, where the lives and inter-
eSts of the loyal people lay.

The section of the country to the Fouthward, already in the possession of the
rebels, was composed of their own (half.breed) settlements and farms.

I should have said that prior to the holding of the council, (before it was known
what the movements of the police force were to be) it was represented to me by the
Prince Albert volunteers that they must at once return to Prince Albert to guard
their houses, property and families.

This they considered their sacred duty (I quite greed with them), in order to
-prevent an attack by the rebels, ihe success of which could have had no other mean-
ing than a pillage of the town and settlement, and doubtless a massacre of some of its
people.

As you are aware, I did evacuate Carlton. Had I refused to do so, it could only
have been by showing an utter disregard of the grave responsibility attaching to me,
by deliberately setting aside the safety of the country, the lives and property of the
loyal and almost defenceless people.

I can, and do state, positively, that the presence of the police force saved Prince
Albert from falling into the bands of the rebels. Had such & catastrophe come
about, the rebellion would have assumed proportions of much greater magnitude.
Unless I am utterly at fault in this,, and I cannot think I am, Prince Albert was the
key of the whole position, and the falling cf it into the bands of the rebels would
have been disastrous to the Dominion, ànd involved great lose, in lives and
property.

A large nuniber of the Sioux Indians did move, witb the intention of making a
raid on Prince Albert, and my impression, in which I am borne ont by the residents
in the country, is, that these rebel Indians only abandoned their raid when, in close
proximity to Prince Albert they saw our trail leading to that place.

The strength and efficiency of the volunteer force under my command
appears to have been much overrated. I think I am right in saying that it
a generally believed that all the people, white, half-breed and Indian, about
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Prince Albert and surrounding country, were in all cases loyal, and were utterly
without sympathy for the rebels. If such belief existed, there is no ground for
it. The loyalty of a large number was of a questionable nature, they had,
*therefore, to be carefully watched. Of course, every effort was made towards
keeping doubtful Indians and balf-breeds loyal. Such efforts were with a view
of preventirg powerful drafts going over to the enemy, and although on the whole
we were successful, we had clear and unquestionable proof, at times, how nearly
equal were the balances. Our practical efforts being on the one side and sympathy
for the rebels on the other. Without the powerful influences created by the presence
of a force in Prince Albert, the loyal citizens of the place would have had every
cause of complaint, to the effect that they had been abandoned.

Upon the news being received of the delay which occurred after the decided
check sustained by General IMiddleton and his troops at Fish Creek, its effect was
felt in and out of Prince Albert by the bearing of the rebel sympathizers, or, more
correctly speaking, they shonld be described as rebels, who had so far not had the-
courage to espouse the canse they favored.

Outside of Prince Albert anumber of half-breeds and Indians, who had
prevfbusly expressed loyalty, took part in the subsequent battle at Batoche. Among
these were the Muskeg Lake Indians (under the command of their recognized chief)>
who became rebels, and commenced by plundering the other reserves. This was
before taking part against the tMops at Batoche.

On the 24th March the Comptroller sent me the following telegram:-
" Major-General Commanding Militia proceeds forthwith to Red River. On hi&

arrival, in military operations when acting with militia, take orders from him."
At a Eomewhat later date I received a message from General Middletor, saying

that I was then under his orders and should report to him, this message also informed
me that General Middleton had intercepted a telegram of mine to the Lieutenant-
Governor, to whom up to this date, I had been reporting, as well as to our own
Department at Ottawa. After this unmistakeable hint that I was to report solely to
General Middleton, the Police Department must hold me blameless for not keeping it
informed of my subsequent movements.

In sone unaccountable manner it has been accepted throughout Canada as the
opinion of General Middleton that I should have attacked the rebels on the north
aide of Batoche simultaneously with the attack which took place on the opposite aide
of the river. I presume this cannot be that officer's opinion, as lie distinctly ordered
me not to make such an attack.

As I previously forwarded you copies of telegrams, &c., received and sent by me
at Prince Albert, you will doubtless have noticed how circumstances, presumably
-unforeseen, in all cases delayed the contemplated operations under Genei al Middleton.

lad I considered myself justified in taking responsibilities which, to my mind,
could have had no other meaning than disobedience of ordeis, it will be seen how
utterly at fault I should have been as regards dates. By the first intimation I
received fi om General Middleton I was led to believe that the fight at Batoche would
take place about the 18th April. The fight ultimately took place on the 11th May.
During the interim of these dates you will doubtless have noticed, from the corres-
pondence which passed between General Middleton and myself, how often and how
muaterially bis plans were changed-how orders and counter orders followed each

other in rapid succession.
At the time I suggested to General Middleton the advisability of our forces com-

bining, either by my going out to him or his joining me at Prince Albert, I was under
the impression that the total strength of the force acting under bis immediate orders
was 350, all told, with 1,000 more troopa following.

My suggestirg to General Middleton that our forces should combine was,
'When I thought from the nature of bis messages to me, that the attack at Batoche
Would take place before the 350 men were joined by the 1,000 following.

It appears to have been forgotten, on all sides, that the position I was in at
Prince Alert prevented me from knowinsL what steps had been taken in the east in,
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regard to the sending of troops into the Territories. The sole information I received
,came from General Middleton, and with the result of conveying such impressions as
I have shown above. It was not until the 16th April, when Messrs. McDowall and
Bedson, who were acting in the capacity of staff officers, reached Prince Albert
,(having come by Carrot River), that I was aware of the strong augmentation of
General Middleton's force, and that, at that time, he had over 1,200 men in one body
under his direct command.

The message presented to me by Messrs. McDowall and Bedson informed me,
mder General Middleton's own signature, that these gentlemen had been sent from
his camp to communicate with me. In this same message General Middleton stated
that he contemplated attacking at Batoche on the 18th April. He further addedthat
-circumstances might delay attacking till Sunday, the 19th, with still another proviso
that it was possible the attack might Lake place earlier. Mr. McDowall stated clearly
and positively that General Middleton's orders to me were not to attack, but to look
ont for flying half-breeds. At this time General Middleton appeared to have come
to the conclusion that the rebels intended to offer no resistance. He " feared it was
mot unlikely" they would make away on the approach of his column. After fuli con-
âultation, these gentlemen saw clearly the importance of the main body of the force
-under my command remaining at Prince Albert, and it was understood that they
would inform General Middleton accordingly.

Messrs. McDowall and Bedson left Prince Albet on the 17th April, with the
intention of making for Humboldt and joining General Middleton's column, which
.they thought would be marching in a direct line for Batoche.

On Sunday, 19th April, I moved out of Prince Albert with a force of 200 mounted
.police, travelling on towards Batoche for a distance of twelve miles. Simultaneously
with this move I pressed forward my scouts. Igot no information whatever as to any
troops under General Middleton being near Batoche. Circumstances have since
shown clearly that I was right in presuming that no such information being forth-
coming meant a delay in the previonsly contemplated advance of the troops. The
position I now found myself in was a strange one; the only information I could get
from General Middleton or any other source was vid Prince Albert,from my scouts,who
were acting in the dual capacity of scouts and couriere. Ascertaining that none of
our troops were attacking at Batoche, and receiving, on the same night (19th
April), a letter from Prince Albert, which made it appear not unlikely that an attack
was contemplated on that place, I decided to return, a step that subsequent events
showed I was perfectly right in taking.

Soon after Messrs. McDowall and Bedson had left Prince Albert, and when I
and my command had returned to that place, I learnt, from information brought me
by my own scouts, that General Middleton was marching on to Clarke's Crossing.

On the 30th April, Linklater, one of my scouts, whom I had previously sent ont
reached Prince Albert, bringing me the following from General Middleton.

FiaH CRE EK, Sec. 24, R. 7, T. 41, W. of 2nd P. M.,
26th April, 1885.

To Lieut.-Colonel Irvine, Prince Albert.

" Attacked here on the 24th, and after a smart fight drove the enemy back, but
lost too many to repeat, so shall make for the Hudson Bay ferry, where your
barges are. Our loss was six killed ; four died since, and forty-three wounded.
Hear that whole force was opposed to us, and betieve we have inflicted heavy loss,
and have captured a lot of cattle and horses. Our men are in .good heart. Cannot
move at once as the wounded must be sent to the rear. I have ordered Otter to send.
a regiment to you, if he can spare it, from Battlford, where all is quiet. You may
expect me at the ferry about Thursday or one of the following days. Have the
fiteamers there with a guard to protect ferry.

"FRED. MIDDLETON,
"kMajor-General, Commanding North- West Field Force."
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From the nature of the above despatch it will be seen that I was, at this time,
under the impression that General Middleton's intention then was to cross the river
at the Hudson Bay ferry. On my own responsibility I had previously made scows,
and posted a guard at this ferry, and on receipt of General Middleton's orders the
guard was increased to two officers and thirty men.

On the 3rd May I sent the following despatch to General Middleton:-
" Steamer left here Friday (1st May) for Hudson Bay ferry, South Branch. Four

scows and four life-boats are at the ferry, in charge of two officers and thirty-one
men.

"A. G. IRVINE."

In a message which I received on the 7th May, dated 5th May, from Genera 1
Middleton, 1 learnt that another change of plans had been made, and that the other
troops would march on to Batoche vid Gabriel's Crossing, and then on to Hudson.
Bay ferry. This message was brought me by one of my own scouts.

At this time it must be remembered that the efficient force under my command,
was limited, owing to the strength of the guards imperatively employed outside ; but-
this, however, was of little moment, compared to other considerations. In a word, E
consider the period I am now alluding to as the most critical, as far as Prince Albert
was concerned. It is a straggling settlement, five and a-half miles in length, the-
normal population is about 700, but the settlers from the surrounding district were
there for protection, making a total population of about 1,500, exclusive of the
police. All the provisions in the country had been collected there. The settlement
contains many valuable buildings-saw-mills, grist mills, &c., and three steamers
were laid up there for the winter. b

Had the General received a check, causing delay such as that which followed
Fish Creek, an attempt would, I think, beyond doubt, have been made to seize the
town. Strong aid would have been forthcoming from rebel sympathizers in the place,
whom our efforts, so far, had kept neutral, but who, nevertheless, were in secret com-
munication with the rebels.

The importance of the work performed by my scouts could not, I think, have
been surpassed. These men, all perfectly familiar with the country, were kept
constantly employed fron the outset, under the direction of a man (Mr. Thomas.
McKay) well qualified for such work. My scouts at all times labored incessantly,
cheerfully and efficiently, By the employment of these scouts I was enabled
mot only to keep myself posted as to the movements of General Middleton's
column, but also by holding scouts well to front in close proximity to the rebel camp,
to force the enemy to keep a strong portion of their force on the west side of the
river. Perhaps the most important part of the work done by my scouts was the
driving back of the men employed on simidar duty by Riel, who on various occasions
tried to scout right into Prince Albert. Diehl and Armstrong, two of the three men
Who captured Louis Riel, were police scouts, who had been sent by me with
despatches to General Middleton.

The entrenchments made by the rebels on the west side of the river at Batoche,
quite as strong as those on the opposite side, were thrown up owing to the fact that
the constant presence of my scouts was known to Riel. The whole country round
Prince Albert was thoroughly scouted, and I feel satisfied that it cannot but be
clearly and perfectly understood that the nature of the service performed by my
force, in and out of Prince Albert, was as important as it was successful. Prince
Albert and the settlements around it were not pillaged, There is no Indian massa-
cre to record. In saying this I consider that there can be no prouder testimony in
support of my statement, unless, indeed, it is considered that it was my duty to have
disobeyed the orders of the general officer under whom I was ordered to serve, by
attacking with less than 200 men and endeavoring to defeat the rebels in entrenched
positions at Batoche, where the resistance made against something like 1,200 men,
'With four 9-pr. M.L.R. and one Gatling gnn is a matter of history.
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I presume I can safely.assert that no campaign, significant or insignificant, was
ever concluded, successfully or unsncossfully, without officers who had held impor-
tant commands, having,, in reviewing the history of such campaign, more or less to
regret, as regards decieions arrived at by themselves, which, in nine cases out of ton,
affected the employmnent of troops under their command.

Bearing all this in mind, I review carefully the weighty considerations which at
times came before me while at Prince Albert, and as regards the most important
decisions I arrived at, I see nothing whatever to regret. Were it possible that [should
again be placed in exactly a similar position, my course would be unaltered.

I make this statement calmly, and after mature consideration, not for a moment
losing sight of the most unjust reflections cast upon myself personally,. and
the fine force I have the honor to oommand, by a great portion of the press of
the country. It must be remembered that these reflections were put in print long
before any one.(in the position the correspondents were in) was in possession of suoh
knowledge as might be accepted as reliable data upon which to form a fair judgment
as to the position in which I was placed. at Prince Albert.

lUnder the circumstances, it is indeed fortunate for us (I speak of the North-West
Mounted Police) that the development of these great Territories is so closely and
honorably interwoven with the history of the corps.

I have already furnished you with a report on the subject of volunteer com-
panies formed in Prince Albert. These companies, as you are aware, were composed
of settlers (who were sworn in as special constables) residing in and about that
place.

On the 17th May the volunteers were disbanded, there being no further
necessity for retaining their services. The personnel of these companies was
made up of half-breeds as well as write mon. As spring advanced I saw the
importance which, even during the then unsettled state of the country,
attached to many of these mon, who were farmers, visiting their farms outside of
Prince Albert. with a view of making preparations for seeding. I offered to grant
passes for a limited number of men per company-from twelve to fifteen, or aven
twenty-so that the farms might be visited. This offer, however, was not accepted,
and the farmers stated to me that unless all went in one body none of thema would
leave Prince Albert. The result was that none went. The position I was in was
certainly not one in which I should have been warranted in allowing 200 men to
leave Prince Albert en masse. My decision on this point was, I will ask you to remen-
ber, arrived at between the date of the fight at Fish Creek on 24th April, and the
subsequent one which occurred at Batoche on the 11 th May.

I feel at a loss to know bow I can adequately give expression to the appreciation
which should be attached to the gallant service rendered to the country by the Prince
Albert volunteers. Cortainly no body of men ever earned more honorable mention
than in their case is deserving.

I shall attempt to do nothing more than to place their service on record, by once
more reminding you of the praiseworthy alacrity with which one and all took up
arms when occasion roquired it.

In the ranks of these volunteers were many of the leading men in that section
of the Territories.

The exceptionally severe loss sustained will be seen by reference to, the following
return of killed and wounded at the Dack Lake fight

Kiled.

Morton, Captain John,
Napier, Corporal William,
Anderson, Constable Joseph,
Bakie, do James,
Eiliott, do Skeffington Connor,
Fisher, do Alexander,
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Middleton, Constable ]Robert,
McKenzie, do Daniel,
McPhail, do Daniel.

Wounded.

Moore, Captain Henry Stewart,
McNabb, Sergeant Alexander,
Markley, Constable A.
Stewart, Scout Alexander.
Newett, C.

The rebels were defeated at Batoohe on the 11th May, and on the 14th of that
month I received a despatch from General Middleton, dated the day previons, inform-
ing me that it was his intention to march to Lepine's Crossing on the 14th, and to
Prince Albert on the following day. It was, however, 11:30 a.m. on the 19th May
that be reached Prince Albert with his command, which was composed of some 1,200
Inen-scouts, artillery and infantry.

On General Middleton's arrivai I reported to him that I could take ont into the
field an efficient force of 175 mounted men, fully equipped, with our own transport
in perfect working order. I said, at the same time, that I could carry, and travel
fast, seven days' rations and forage.

When I made this report I expected that I would be consulted by General
Middleton with regard to the operations then in contemplation against " Big Bear "
and other hostile Indians and their followers. I had even gone so far as to assume,
as beyond possibility of doubt, that the force under my command would be
given active employment, such as we were eminently qualified to perform. It
must be remembered that at that time the rebel half- breeds had been defeated, and
that the acknowledged task then to be accomplished by the troops was the releae
of white prisoners held in Indian camps, and the arrest of ail turbulent chiefs, such
as " Big Bear " and others.

My desire was to aid the General in as far as possible preventing any protraction
of the troubles. You can readily, therefore, picture to yourself my amazement on
being informed by General Middleton that he considered it more important that the
police force under my command should remain at Prince Albert. Like myself, every
member of the police force was most anxious to secure active employment, and here
was work to be done, the nature of which was familiar to us in every detail-such
work, in fact, as we had been successfully performing for years. We were able to
travel twice as fast as the militia troops General Middleton had with him. In
addition to this, we not only knew the country, and the habits of the Indians, but
even the men in the ranks knew, and could recognize at a glance, the chief, head men
and others against whom operations were being conducted.

This, then, was the position in which I found myself placed, when, on the 22n1d
May, General Middleton, with a force of artillery and infantry, left by steamer for
Battleford.

I then remained at Prince Albert until the 24th of the same month. On this date
Lieut.-Colonel Straubenzee, with the remainder of the militia, started overland for
Battleford vid Carlton. Before doing so, this last named officer informed me that he
wanted a guard placed on the ferry at Carlton, where his command was to cross the,
Saskatchewan. I left Prince Albert on the afternoon of the sanie day (the.24th)
With thirty men, andreached Carlton that night, having travelledl fifty miles in so
doing. In taking command Of this.small guard myself I was.dn hopes that circum-
stances might transpirewhich would have enabled me to go on to, Battieford and Fort
Pitt.

During the time our camp was established at Carlton I took a Small numberof
Men with me and rode to the south side of Duck Lake, for the purpose of disarmingms
band ot Indians encamped thereiwhich task was quickly and successfully accomplibhed.
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On the 27th I returned to Prince Albert, having left Inspector Drayner in command
of the detachment at Carlton. This officer afterwards patrolled the Duck Lake country.
He recovered a considerable amount of property stolen by the rebels from Carlton,.
and arrested six In<ians who had been concerned in the uprising. Inspector Drayner
and his party subsequently returned to Prince Albert on the 30th May, having his
Indian prisoners with him.

In accordance with instructions received from the Minister of Militia, I, on the
8th of Jure, started from Prince Albert forty rebel prisoners under suitable escort for
Regina. About noon of the same day I received a telegram from General Middleton
ordering me to send out as many mounted men as possible to cross the river at Carl-
ton and patrol towards Green Lake, as " Big Bear " and his band were supposed to be
making in that direction.

To carry out this order I decided to recall the prisoners and escort whom I had
started out in the morning (as I have previously stated) for Regina, under command
of Inspector Sanders. That officer and his party returned to Prince Albert the same
night. I bad, in the meantime, sent a small party to Carlton, under Inspector Drayner,.
for the purpose of repairing the ferry upon which we were to cross at that point.
By dint of hard work performed during the night, Inspector. Drayner had the ferry
in serviceable condition for us upon the following day, upon which, at 6 o'clock a. m ,
I left Prince Albert myself, with a party of the following strength: Assistant Com-
missioner Crozier, Inspector Howe and Assistant Surgeon Millar, and 136 non-com-
missioned officers and mon, 127 horses and nineteen waggons. Captain Wise, A.D.C., ao-
companied me. We reached Carlton the evening of the same day and crossed the river
upon the following morning, our crossing being very considerably facilitated by the ar-
rival of steamer " Baroness." At Fort Carlton I left a detachment of ten men, in charge
of Sergeant Smart. We then proceeded on towards Green Lake, reaching the south
end of this Lake on the 14th June. In this journey we travelled over a somewhat,
rough country, repairing the bridges and corduroy roads as we went along. At the
eouth end of the lake I was forced to leave my waggons. In doing this I established
a small camp near the Hudson Bay Company's Depot, which had been pillaged by
Indians in a most wholesale manner. We thon proceeded to the north end of the-
lake, a distance of sixteen miles, along a bridle path, constantly leading our horses over
fallen timber and bad swamps, crossing a creek near the iorth end, where we had to
swim our horses and build a raft to cross men, saddles, &c.

From the north end of Green Lake I sent out scouts to Loon Lake, in order to
ascertain if any news of" lBig Bear " was forthcoming from that direction.

On the 17th I returned to the south end of the lake, where my waggons wore.
From this point I went back southward on the Carlton trail, to the forks of the road
leading towards Pelican Lake. From bore I had scouts out, in every direction,
moving about myself to watch trails, picking up food for the horses wherever it was
obtainable, as at this time we were without oats. This section of the country was
covered with morasses, and the moving of waggons, or even saddle horses, was
extremely trying and difficult.

On the 23rd June one of the Wood Crees, who had been in " Big Bear's " camp,
came in to us. He stated that he could take a scoutto where he (the Indian) had left
" Big Bear," in the direction of Loon Lake, and from that the trail could be followed.
I thon sent scout Léveillie out with this Indian. The point indicated was found, and
"Big Bear's " trail followed southward. It was subsequently ascertained that the trail
continued on towards Carlton. It was while camped at Pellican Lake that I received
a message from Léveillé, to this effect. I therefore moved back on Carlton myself.
While travelling I came upon a camp of Indians; among them I found one of " Big
Bear's " Indians, whom I arrested. In ibis camp I also recovered one of our horses,
evidently stolen by the Indians from Fort Pitt. From these Indians I ascertained that.
" Big Bear " was travelling in a direction parallel to the trail I was on,.and making
for the Saskatchewan River. I pushed on, therefore, knowing that if, the capture
was to be made, it must be somewhere in the vicinity of Carlton..

32

49 Victoria. A. 1886,



t9 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 8.) A. 1886

On the 2nd July I was met by Inspector Drayner (whom I had previously sent
into Carlton for provisions). Ie informed me that " Big Bear " had been captured
near Carlton by Sergeant Smart and the detachment of police I had left at that place

On the 4th Jtily I reached Carlton, having crossed the river on a small scow.
At Carlton I found some of " Big Bear's " followers encamped. I arrested them, and
took them on to Prince Albert, where I arrived on the night of the 5th July. On
the 11ith July I sent Inspector Drayner, with " Big Bear " and other Indian prisoners,
on to Regina. I left Prince Albert myself at noon of the same day, and reachedi
Regina on the 17th.

Officers.
Superintendent Crozier, wbo commanded the police who took part in the Duck

Lake fight showed marked gallantry and coolness under a most severe fire.
Superintendents Herchmer and Neale seived with the columnn sent from Swift

Current to the relief of Battleford. Superintendent Herchimer acted as chief of statfr
and second in command to Lieut. Colonel Otter. Superintendent Neale commanded
a division of police. The efficient services of both officers were fully recognized
and recorded by Lieut. Colonel Otter, who brought their names forward as deserving
of special notice in bis official account of the fight at " Out Knife."

Superintendent Herchmer had, for an extended period, commanded the division ot
police serving in the north, and had thus become familiar with the Indians and the
country in which their camps were located. I can quite understand that his
experience and ability must have been of much service to Colonel Otter.

Superintendent INeale's experience as transport and supply officer must also have
been beneficial.

Superintendent Cotton's command (the South-Western District) during the
iRebellion was one of the most important in the country.

In the control and management of the Blackfeet, as well as in the general
command of his district, he showed marked ability and tact. The discharge of thi
important duties devolving upon him were performed to my entire satisfaction.
The people of the country have every confidence in this officer, and consider that
the satisfactory condition of affairs in the south is in no small degree attributable to
bis action. This has been borne testimony to by cattleowners, settlers and railway
authorities alike. Since the outbreak this officer efficiently performed much valuable
service among the southern Indians, all of which merits special and favorable mention.

Superintendents Steele and Perry held important commands while servingwith
the Alberta field force under Major-General Strange. In both cases General Strange
bas placed on record his high appreciation of the ability, energy and zeal these
offloers posess. 0

Suparintendent McIllree efficiently commanded the division serving at Maple
Creek and Medicine Hlat. The duty of sconting the Cypress Hills and adjoining
country to the south and West was very thoroughly done, and with good results.

From the offlcers who served with me on the march from Regina to Carlton, at
Prince Albert and on the Green Lake expedition-Inspectors Howe, White-Fraser,
Sanders and Drayner-i received every support and assistance.

During my protracted absence from headquarters the command devolved upon
Superintendent und Adjutant Deane. The increase in the force was the means of
bringing large numbers of men under this officer's command. for purposes of organiza-
tion and drill. All such duties demanded a vast amount of labor, and were pertormed
in a most satisfactory manner.

I cannot speak too bighly of the conduct, through the whole campaign, of the
mlon-commissioned officers and constables.

i append hereto reports from the several police officer' who held polio
commands during the outbreak; also the reports of the medical officers of the force.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. G. 1RVINE,
Commander.
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APPENDIX A.

(Telegram from Lieut.-Ool. Irvine to Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, dated at Fort
Carlton via Winnipeg, 27th March, 1885.)

Party under my command just arrived; when near Fort Carlton found that
Crozier, with a party of 100, went to Duck Lake to secure a large quantity of supplies
there stored ; was met by 200 rebels, who held an advantageous position at Beardy's
Reserve, and endeavored to surround police and civilians.

Rebels fired first, when it became general. Crozier, owing to the disadvantage
at which he was taken, retreated orderly, arriving at fort same time as my party.
Ten civilians of Prince Albert and two policemen killed, and four civilians and seven
constables wounded.

Number of rebels killed not known.
The Police and civitians acted with the greatest bravery under a heavy fire.

Killed.

Regimental No. 1008................. Constable T. J. Gibson.
do 1065 ................... do G. P. Arnold.

Civilians.-Captain John Morton, W. Napier, James Bakie, S. Etliott, Robert
Middleton, D. Mackenzie, D. MacPhail, Charles Newitt, Joseph Anderson, Alex.
Fisher.

Wounded.

Captain Moore, leg broken; A. MacNabb, W. R. Markley, Alex. Stewart, of
volunteers.

The North-West Mounted Police wounded are Inspector J. Lowe, Corporal
Gilchrist.

Regimental No. 852 ....... .*....-Constable Garratt.
do 1117........................... do S. F. Gordon.
do 1045 ................. . . do A. M. Smith.
do 1048....... ........... do J. J. Moore.
do 935 .................. do A. Miller.

CARLTON, 26th March 1885.

SIE,-I have the honor to inform you that I proceeded this morning with au
mscort of 100 men to get possession of a large quantity of provisions and ammunition

at Duck Lake, in the store of Hillyard Mitchell. When within about a mile and
s-half of Duck Lake I was attacked by over 200 half-breed rebels.

I threw a line of skirmishers to the right of the road, under cover of a wood, to
prevent the rebels surrounding us, which they were attempting to do, the remainder,
excepting mon in charge of horses, formed under cover of the sleighs, extended to the
left, at right angles to the road.



We prevented the rebels surrounding us, and thon quietly returned to Carlton.
The police and noble volunteers from Prince AlberL behaved superbly. Our loss is
Il killed and 11 wounded.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Colonel IRVINE, Your obedient servant,

Commissioner N.-W.M.P., L. N. F CROZ[ER,
Carlton. Superintendent.

Forwarded
A. G. IRVINE,

Commissioner.

This report was delayed in transmission and did not reach OLtawa until 29th
May.

PRINCE ALBERT, 1st April, 1885.

SiR,-Reforring to my telogram of the 26th ult., I have the honor to report
that I arrived at Prince Albert on the evening of the 24th, and intended starting the
next day for Carlton, but found, owing to the forced march which I had made
botween Regina and this point, it was actually necessary that both mon and horseS
ahould have a rest, in order to be in a botter state for action on my arrival at Carlton.
I left Prince Albert at 2:80 a.m. of the 26th, taking with me, besides eighty-three
non-commissioned officers and men of the North-West Mounted Police brought fromt
Regina, twenty-five volunteers from this point.

On reaching Fort Carlton about three o'clock in the afternoon of the 26th I
found that Superintendent Crozier had early that morning despatched a party, con-
sisting of Sergeant Stewart and seventeen constables with eight sloighs, and aeoom-
panied by and under the direction of Mr. Thomas M2Kay, of Prince Albert, to
secure a quantity of provisions and ammunition, which were in the store of a trader
named Mitchell, at Duck Lake. When within three miles of Duck Lake Mr.
McKay, who was riding in front, saw four of the North-West Mounted Police scouts,
who had been sent in advance, riding towards him, being closely pursued by a large
number of half-breeds and Indians. On perceiving this, Mr. McKay turned and rode
back to the sleighs, halted thempand told the men to load their rides and get ready.
le thon went forward and met the rebels, who were all armed and mounted, in large
numbors, which were being rapidly increased from the rear.

The rebels behaved in a very overbearing and excited manner, and demanded a
aurrender of the party or they would fire. This was refused, and a reply given by
Mr. McKay in their own language (the Cree) that two could play at that game.
One Gabriel Dumont and others kept prodding loaded and cocked rifles in Mr.
McKay's ribs, and declaring they would blow out his brains. Two of the rebels
jumped into a sleigh belonging to Mr. McKay's party and endeavored to take
possession of the team, but Mr. McKay told the driver not to give it up, but hold on
to it, which was done. The Indians kept jeering at Mr. McKay's small party, and
calling out: " If you are mon, now come on." The party thon returned in the direc-
tion of Carlton and Mr. McKay told the rebels not to follow, as ho would not be rea-
ponsible for what his mon might do.

During the parleying Dumont fired a rifle between Mr. MoKay and the teamster
above referred to, which Mr. McKay feared was intended as a signal for the large
number of Indians assembled in the rear.

A scout was ordered in advance to report the circumstances ta Superintendent
Crozier, and on Mr. McKay's arrival at the fort another party, under command of
Superintendant Crozier, started for Duck Lake, for the purpose of securing the stores

iri. McKay's men failed in getting.
The command consisted of the following :-Superintendent Crozier, Inspector

lowe, Surgeon Miller, 53 non-commissioned officers and mon (N.-W.M.P.) witli
S5

8-3p
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one 7-pr. gun, Captains Moore and Morton and 41 Prince Albert volunteers. Total
99. We were met by the rebels at the same place from which Mr. McKay's party
was to retire.

The rebels were hidden in extented order, awaiting Superintendent Crozier'a
approach behind a rise of ground, which crossed the road much in the form of a dis-
tended horse shoe, flanked on either side by small bush.

Superintendent Crozier reports to me that on being confronted by this party of
rebels he immediately ordered his sleighs to extend at right angles across the road,
unbitched his horses and sent them to the rear. The rebels appeared to desire a
parley, as several of them advanced a short distance to the front with a white flag,
which he took to 1e one of truce, During the parleying the Indians rapidly extended
out, and shortly after this the firing began-Superintendent Crozier stating that
the first shot was from the rebel side, when the firing became general, with the
resuit of ten killed and thirteen wounded on our side. The number of rebels killed
is nt known.

Owing to the disadvantage at which Superintendent Crozier's command was
taken, both as regards numbers and position, he considered it prudent to retire back
to Carlton, and it was just after bis force had returned that I marched in.

It appears to me a matter of regret that with the knowledge that both myself
and command were within a few miles of and en route to Carlton, Superintendent
Crozier should have marched out as he did, in face of what had transpired earlier in
the day; but I am led to the belief that this officer's better judgment was overruled
by the impetuousness displayed both by the police and volunteers to go and take
the stores and, if necessary, fight for them.

On learning the intent and demeanor of the rebels, as well as being advised of
the number of Indiars who had joined them, I deemed it expedient to abandon Fort
Carlton. I was irfluenced in this direction by the fact that most of the armed mon
of Prince Albert were aiding in the defence of the fort while they should be protecting
their own homes ; of the untenable position of the fort and the inutility of holding it
as a means of protecting the settlers of the country, and above all, that uwing to the
check receivtd by the police and volunteers near Duck Lake the rebels, and espe-
cially the Indian poition of them, would, if it were left in its defenceless position,
imake a raid upon Prince Albert, the consequences of which would have been bard to
tell. In this decision I was endorsed by ail the prominent officials and gentlemen of
the fort.

The intention was to have loaded up all the provisions and taken them to Prince
Albert, and any which could not have been taken to have destroyed; but about 2
a.m. of the 28th, before the loadiig was completed, the fort, through the ignition of
some bey which was being used in filling mattresses for the wounded, accidentally
caught fire. The fire occurring over the main gateway, at that tine the only exit,
teams had to be hurriedly hitched up, and other places of exit made in the temporary
stock ade built of cordwood.

As the bright flame, which rapidly increased, shone far and wide, I had the
rampart strongly manned, until every person was out of the fort, when a strong line
of Fkirmisbers and mounted men were thrown out in most conmmandinig positions to
protect the long train of police and civilian teams in their tedious efforts up the long
and steep bill before reaching the upper plain. It took some two and a-half hours
before the last sleigh reached the top of the hill, when immediately the march to
Prince Aibert was commenced, which place was reached about 4 p.m.

In the afternoon of the 27th, before leavingC arlton, Constable Gibson, who was
killed in the fight, and two members of the North-Weet Mounted Police, Constables
Arnold and Garrett, who had been wounded and died, were buried with military
honors in one g-ave, about 200 yards to the north-west of the gate at Fort Carlton.
The balance of the wounded we brought to Prince Albert.

I would beg to bring to your notice the reports that have reached me of the plucky
manner in which Superintendent Crezier and ail under bis command behaved under
#àe most trying circumstances. The fire from the rebels was very heavy, and the
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coolness displayed, when attaching the horses to the sleighs, preparatory to retiring,
was apparently remarkable.

In the ranks of the Prince Albert volunteer company, under the command of
Captain Moore, were some of the best and many of the leading men of this section of
the country. The alacrity with which one and ail came to the assistance of the
police is particularly praiseworthy, especially when it is remembered that they left
their families and homes to do so.

Some of these brave men lost their lives !n the engagement, whilst others
received serious wounds, among the number being Captain Moore, who had his leg
broken by two shots.

Attached hereto will be found a report from Superintendent Crozier, also rolla
giving the names of the North-West Mounted Police and Prince Albert volunteers
who took part in the engagement, together with lists of the killed and wounded
of the respective corps.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. G. IRVINE,
The Right Hon. Commissioner.

Sir JOHN A. MAODONALD, G.C.B., &o., &c.

(Telegram.)

OTTAWA, 10th April, 1885.
To Lt.-Col. IRVINE, Prince Albert.

Send by first messenger particulars of attack at Beardy's reserve, nature of
wounds received by police and civilians, and present condition of wounded.

FRED. WHITE.

PRINCE ALBERT, 26th April, 1885, 6:30 a. m.

M' DEAa WMTE,--Your telegram from Ottawa, dated 10th, this morning
received. The General telegraphed me to report direct to him. This accounts for
your not having received any information from me lately. I telegraphed Mr.
Dewdney from here, tetling him I had evacuated Carlton, which accidentally caught
fire and burnt while leaving. A man is just starting off for Humboldt, so I send you
a report of the condition of the wounded, list of killed on the 26th March last, a
report from Crozier and proceedings of a board of officers on the cause of the fire at
Carlton. It is too great a risk to send you a report of what we are doing here, as
several of our messengers have already been caught by the rebels. I hope, howeveri
in a few days the road will be open. We are ait well and in great spirits, and you.
Ynay be sure will give a good account of ourselves when the tine comes. Reed is
with me, and has been of great assistance to me.

Youralfaithfully,
A. G. IRVIN.
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3asT of Killed and Wcunded, Prince Albert Volunteers, near Duck Lake, 26th
March, 1885.

Captain Morton, killed.
Corporal Napier. do
Constable, Anderson, Joseph do

do Bakie, Jas. do
do Elliott, S. C. do
do Fisher, Alex. do
do Middleton, R. do
do McKenzie, D. do
do McPhail, D. do

Captain Moore H. S., shot below the knee; doing well.
Sergeant McNab, A., flesh wound of arm; progressing favorably.
Constable Markley, A., insignificant wound; progressing favorably.
Scout Stewart A., slight abrasion; progressing favorably.
Constable, Newitt, C., wounded in leg.

Forwarded,
A. G. IRVINE,

Commissioner.

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

IaST of Ofjîcers, Yon-Commissioned OOîcers ond Constables killed and wounded on 26th
March, 1885, near Duck Lake.

Reg. No. Rank and Name. Nature of Wounds. Surgeons Remarks.

. Inspector Howe............... Flesh wound........... Progressing favorably.
532 Corporal Gilchrist ........... Broken thigh.......... do do

1065 Constable Arnold, GP Shot through lungs.
and neck............. Died at 1:45 a.m. 27th

March, 1885.
852 do Garrett, G. K.... Shot in the lungs..... Seriously wounded (died

3 p.m. 27th March,'85.
1117 do Gordon, S. F..... Flesh wound . ......... Not serious.
1045 do Mannors Smituh.. Shot through lungs... Seriously wounded, but

doing well.
935 do Miller, A.......... Slight scalp wound... Doing weil.

1003 do Gibson, W......Shot through heart... Died on field.
1048 do Wood, J. J....... Flesh wound of arm.. Progressing favorably.

Constable Arnold
do Garrett Buried at Fort Carlton, 27th March, 1885.
do Gibson

Forwarded
A. G. IRVINE,

Commissioner.

PRINCE ALBERT, 22nd April, 1885.
SiR,-In reply to your memorandum of this date, I have the honor to inform

>u that on the morning of the 26th March I sent a party to Duck Lake to procure
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a quantity of provisions and ammunition that were in the store of a trader named
Mitchell. They left Carlton shortly after daylight. About ten o'clock it was reported
to me that Sergeant Stewart had been prevented by half-breeds from taking the stores
after which he had gone, and that lie was "in trouble."

I immediately got ready a party 100 strong to proceed to the relief of Stewart.
As I was moving off Stewart's party came down the bill at the fort. I was informed
that there were about 100 marauding half-breeds at Duck Lake, the rebel bead-
quarters and force, according to my latest information received through scouts, being
at Batoche's Crossing, south side of river. I therefore, concluded to go to Duck
Lake and get the provisions and ammunition.

When within a mile and a-half of Mitchell's store I was attacked by a force of
balf-breeds estimated at the time at over 200 in number, but I have since been
Informed through rebel sources that there were at least 350 of them.

I threw a line of skirmishers to the right of the road, under cover of a wood, to
prevent the rebels surrounding us, which they were attempting to do. The remainder
of my force, excepting the men in charge of horses, formed under cover of the sleighs
extended to the left at right angles to the road.

On my escort halting a man advanced from the enemy bearing a flag of truce.
I ran forward to meet him and ealled back for the interpreter, Joseph McKay.

The enemy, notwithstanding the flag of truce, continued to get rapidly into
Rition. The movement that threatened to be most serious to us was that of a
ge body moving towards our right flank.

1 said several times to the man with the flag: " Call those people back," referring
to those moving to the right. To what I said he paid not the slightest attention. It
was evident that the sending out of the flag of truce was but a piece of treachery
and to gain time, in order to outflank us on the right and get into position.

Had they accomplished their purpose we must have been annihilated. I consider
that the line extended to our right prevented the rebels surrounding us. There we
austained the heaviest loss, because concealed from view, to the right of the trail on
which we approached, were two bouses, in which were posted a large number of
yebels, and from whence they poured upon us a fierce fire. From this point they
tried to gain, and were working upon our rightrear The deep crusted snow, however,
impeded their movements, thereby preventing them accomplishing their purpose
before the termination of the engagement.

The deep crusted snow caused any movement to be most difficult. If off the
beaten track my men, in extending, found it slow and hard work.

The engagement lasted about thirty minutes, and though the rebels were npon
theirown ground, entrenched in ambush, with the advantage of a commanding posi-
tion, ready and waiting for us, we drove back th, ir right, and bad we been opposed
by them on our right on anything like an equality, we could have done the same to
their left, but there we had to contend againtt the eniemy in houses and in ambush.
The right of my line did prevent the rebels gaining our rear. They did it at the cost
of their lives-men could do no more.

Both the police and volunteers who composed my little escort behaved superbly;
their bravery and coolness under a murderous fire was simply astonishing.

The enemy were in ambush behind splendid cover; we were exposed, yet not a
inan shiîrked, or even faltered, until the order was given to retire, and then they
mnoved off quietly.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

L. N. F. CROZIER,
Superintendent.

Ideut.-Col. IRVIN!,
Commisbioner North-West Mounted Police,

Prince Albert.
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ROCEEDINGS of an Investigation to enquire into the cause of the Fire at Carlton on the
evening of the 27th March, by Order of the Commissioner, before a Board of Oficers,
composed of Superintendent Crozier, Gagnon, and Inspector White-Fraser, at
Prince Albert, in the Yorth- West Territory, on Thursday, the 9th of April, 1885.

Sergeant Major Dann, being examined, states as follows:-

I was ordered to send a certain number of teams to convey the wounded and
sick men to Prince Albert. I had a mattress that I was getting filled with hay to
put in the bottom of a sleigh for wounded mon to rest on. I was filling the
inattress in my own room; the loose hay, or rather there might have been some
loose hay scattered about the floor of the room; a stovepipe from a stove in the
room under mine ran-through the floor of my room; there was no fire in the stove
below when 1 was having the mattress filled, or at least I was not aware of a fire
being in the stove. After the bed was filled with hay I had been away about an
hour when I heard the alarm of fire given. I learned at once that the fire was in
my quarters. I at once rushed to the room adjoining mine to see if the wounded
were being taken out. I found my own and the room in which the wounded men
were in flames. Corporal Gilchrist, one of the wounded, was still in bed in the
room adjoining mine. I went to this room, and with the assistance of another man,
took Corporal Gilchrist out. I was nearly stifled by the smoke in getting the
corporal out of the room. I returned to see if the wounded were all ont, and found
they were. Several buckets of water were used to endeavor to extinguish the fire,
but the fire had made too much headway. My first impression was that a lamp had
exploded, but I found from Constable Baugh that the fire had started from the loose
hay lying about the stovepipe, a fire having been made in the stove below my room.

F. G. DANN,

Sergeant Major, N W. MP.

Constable Baugh, being examined, states as follows -
I was in cha-rge of two wounded men, Corporal Gilchrist and Manners Smith.

I had just removed the lamp and given them beef tea-that they might bave a sleep
before finally moving them. I had gone outside the room when I smeit the fire; on
looking I found the fire in the Sergeant Major's room. I gave the alarm and endeav-
ored three different times to extinguish the flames with blankets, and also threw
water upon the flames. On coming out of the burning room for the fourth time I
noticed some one carrying Corporal Gilchrist out of his room. I was nearly suf-
focated, and burned my face very much while trying with the blankets to put the fire
out. A small fire had been kept on during the day in the stove in the room beneath
the Sergent Major's, but I imagine some one had put on a much greater fire in the
evening, not being aware that the loose hay was in the room above. I assisted taking
Corporal Gilchrist and other wounded mon to their sleighs, and did not again enter
the burning building, as the fire was quite beyond control, The fire originated in the
loose hay Iying about the floor in the room occupied as a bedroom by the Sergeant
Major.

R. D. BAUGH.

Sergeant Major Dann recalled: There were several families ofQivilians, who had
come into the fort for protection, living in the room where the stove was, and they
must have set on the fire in tho stove, not being aware, I imagine, that there waa
ioose hay in the room above,

F. G. DANN,
Bergeant Major, N, W.M.P.
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OPINION.

Having considered the above statements, the Board is of opinion that the fire
originated through loose hay lying about a stovepipe in the room that was occupied
by Sergeant Major Dann as a bedroom, and that the fire originated entirely as an
accident.

L. N. F. CROZIER, Superintendent.
SEV. GAGNON, Superintendent. MemberW. H. WHITE-F RASER, Inspector.

Forwarded
A. G. IRVINE,

Oommissioner.
Prince Albert, 10th April 1885.

PRINc] ALBERT, N. W. T., 16th May, 1885.

SIR,-My last report mentioned the arrival here of my command from Carlton
on the 28th March.

Immediately on my arrival I applied myself to completing, as far as possible,
the organization already begun for the defence of the place, and caused to be enrolled
all the able-bodied men as special constables who offered their services and who
were not at the time bearing arms. Some 309 men became enrolled, but only 116
Snider rifles were available, and these were distributed between two companies at
Prince Albert proper and a detachment of eighteen mon at Goschen. There were
four companies under the command of the following officers, namely: Captain
Young (who took charge on Captain Moore being wounded), with Lieutenants
Campbell and Wilson as subalterns; Captain IHoey, with Lieutenants Brewster and
Agnew as subalterns; Captain Craig, with Lieutenants Tait and Dunlop as
subalterns, and Captain Brewster, with Lieutenants Sutherland and Spencer as
subalterns. The staff duties were performed by Lieut.-Colonel Sproat, with Hon.
Lawrence Clarke as Supply Officer and Mr. Hayter Reed as Brigade Major. Bosides
the above, a company of scouts, forty-seven in all, was organized under the command
of Mr. Thomas McKay. These men guarded the outlying settlements, acted as
couriers and gave most valuable and general aid. One of these men had a tele-
graphie instrument, and was thereby enabled to forward information from the front
when the line was in working order. The fact of the scouts being held well to the
front, and at times in close proximity to the rebel camp, caused the enemy to keep a
goodly portion of their force on the west side of the river, fearing an attack from;
this quarter.

All the shot-guns throughout the country were gathered in, and these were
issued to the balance of the men, and handed from one to the other as occasion
required.

As reliable information was received that the rebels contemplated an attack
Upon Prince Albert, so soon as possible I had a strong chain of patrols and picqUets
nightly surrounding the main part of the town.

Owing to the place being so spread over a large area, the force under my com-
Mand was not a little weakened in its desire to make a forward movement, as most
Valuable interests lay in scattered parts requiring protection.

On the 19th April last I made a reconnaissance in force and found that the
1'ebels were in numbers on the west side of the river at Batoche, and had parties at
maost commanding points and scattered through the woods aiong the route to that

-crossing. I deemed it proper, therefore, to retrace my steps, in order to avoid the
:Possibility of a raid being suddenly made by other routes upon Prince Albert.

Nearly the whole population of the surrounding country took refuge in Prince
-. lbert, and owing mainly to the bad harvest reapeci last fall it was found that it was
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absolutely necessary to feed the greater portion of them. The number now on the
ration list, apart from enrolled men, is 1,165 souls.

As the time for seeding wheat was rapidly passing by, and owing to the uncer-
tain and possibly critical position in which the inhabitants found themselves, h
having, besides rebels, Indians about them on all sides, who, although professing friend-
ehip, had, under the circumstances, to be treated with more or less suspicion, I
deemed it advisable to retain the services of all enrolled farmers, which, of course, to
a very great extent, prevented wheat crops being sown by them.

Before concluding I must not fail to draw to your notice the loyal and hearty
support given me by one all, and although it might appear invidious to mention any
names, still I must beg to be allowed to bring before you those of the Hon. Lawrence
Clarke, who, besides the arduous duties of supplying food for the garrison and inhab-
itants generally, provided shelter for them on their arrival from the country, and that
of Mr. Thomas McKay, chief of the scouts, whose unremitting efforts tended greatly
to my aid.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. G. IRVINE,
The Right Hon. Commissioner.

Sir JoHN A. MACDoNALD, G.C.B., &c., &c.

(Telegram.)

To Lt.-Col. IRVINE, Prince Albert, OTTAWA, 23rd May, 1885.

Minister considers Crozier's report of engagement at Duck Lake very incom-
ete, and wishes detailed particulars; also explanation why he went to Duck Lake,

knowing you were about to join him.
From yourtself he wishes full report from time you left Regina till arrival of

General Middleton at Prince Albert.
Why you abandoned Carlton and why you did not go to Duck Lake; why you

did not scour the country around Prince Albert, and why you did not join General
lliddleton; also any further particulars you can furnish.

FRED. WHITE.

NoTE.-The substance of Col. Irvine's report, sent by mail, in reply to this
telegram is contained in his annual report.

(2 elegram.)

To F. WHITE, Ottawa. PRINCE ALBERT, 5th June, 1885.

Will send another and full report from the time 1 left Regina till arrival of
General Middleton at Prince Albert.

The country around Prince Albert was thoroughly scoured; result, no housea.
pillaged or burnt.

Received no order to join General Middleton, which rather surprised me, as I am
aure, from my long service in the country, and my knowledge of Indian and half-
breed ways, would have been of great service to him.

Full report from Crozier forwarded by last mail.

A. G. IRVINE.
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PRINCE ALUERT, 29th May, 1885.

Sm,-I am asked to make a further report as to the affair at Duck Lake on the.
26th March last. In addition to what I have already said in former reports, I may
further state as follows:

Between the 19th and 26th March Riel and his followers had robbed, plundered,
pillaged and terrorized the settlers and country; they had sacked stores, seized and
held as prisoners officers of the Government, merchants, settlers and others; they
had risen in armed rebellion or insurrection, they patrolled the country with armed
parties, who seized, with the muzzles of rifles at their heads, loyal subjects, or any one
else they chose, declaring that they had the choice of submitting to be made pri-
soners or of being shot; their orders were to massacre all those who would not
allow themselves to be made prisoners; they lad incited the Indians to take up arms
and rebel against authority, a condition of affairs which must lead to murders,
massacre3 and the most frightful atrocities ; they had eut the telegraph wires and eut
down the telegraph poles, and stopped all mail and other communication and traffic;
had committed highway robbery, seized and plundered freighters and freight, and
had fired upon and driven into the fort I was commanding, my patrols ; they had
denounced and repudiated the authority of the Queen, and had plunged the country
into a state of war, terror and anarchy; they had paralyzed all trade and business,
and the legitimate and peaceful occupations and callings of the people.

Riel, the leader of the rebels, had sent word to me, demanding the unconditional
aurrender of Carlton, and on my failing to comply with his request, the alternative
was to be, he said, " a war of extermination." Upon one occasion he sent word that
he wished to see me, in order to negotiate. I replied that I would meet him at a
certain place named, half way between Duck Lake and Carlton, and that [ would
go without an escort, and promised that he might have a chance of saying whatever
he wished; and further, that upon that occasion I would not arrest him. I said to
the messenger: " Give the man my word of honor that I will not arrest him this
time." He replied that ho would not meet me, but would send emissaries. I there-
fore, instead of going myself, sent two gentlemen to represent me. They wore told,
on meeting Riel's men, that they had nothing more to say than that Fort Carlton
must be surendered unconditionally. The gentlemen I sent out were Captain Moore
and Captain Thomas McKay, of Prince Albert. I had told them to tell Riel's men
that the gravest offences had been committed against the law, and that the leaders
and instigators of the rebellion would have to be delivered up to the authorities, to
be dealt with according to law ; and as to the others, I said, tell them that I think
many have been led astray or forced into rebellion. I believed that they would be
pardoned at any rate, that I would do all in my power to get for them an amnesty.
Through those gentlemen I advised the rebels to disperse, lay down their arms and
go to their homes. Upon another occasion Captain Thomas McKay, a gentleman
well known to the French half-breeds, had gone to their headquarters at Batoche,
and thon entreated them to go to their homes, and used every conceivable argument
to induce them to see how foolishly they were acting. I published also, written and
printed notices in French and English, offering any and all those who had been forced
Into rebellion, or were held against their will, protection, on presenting themselves to
the officers commanding at Carlton or Prince Albert; but all this was of no avail.
Riel said, among other violent utterances, to one of the messengers I had sent out to
try and inducoe the robels to go to their homes: " We want blood ! blood I If Carlton
la not surrendered it will be a war of extermination'; I must have an answer by 12
O'clock or we will attack and take the fort."

Such was the condition of affairs when, on the morning of the 26th March last,
Sergeant Stewart's party was prevented from going on to Duck Lake (to get the
stores which I desired to fetch from Mitchell's store) by an armed party of rebels.
Their number was reported to me as being about 100. From the latest information
brought in by my scouts -I believed the rebel headquarters and main body of
nsurgents were at Batoche's, on the south side of the river, and therefore I was led
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to believe that the party north of Duck Lake was but a detachment from the main
body engaged in a marauding expedition, and I considered that with the 100 men I
had with me I would be able to overcome their resistance, if any, and get the stores
l spite of them. I also took with me the 7-pr. gun in charge of MIr. lowe
(who was wounded in the subsequent engagement). It was not until after
the action had been in progress for some time that I discovered that the num-
bers of rebels opposed to me was greatly in excess of what I had been informed
were witbin striking distance of me. I found then that I was outnumbered at every
point, and in imminent danger of being surrounded. The snow was, as I have before
reported, very deep and badly crusted, and my men found the greatest diffliculty in
moving about at all. The deep snow also badly interfered with the use of the 7-pr.
gun in action. Four shots, at least, were fired from the gun-two shrapnel, one
case and one common shell.

When I found that the enemy were more numerons by far than we were, that
they were ambushed almost all round me, and had every advantage of ground and
cover on their side, while we had every disadvantage of position to contend against,
I deemed it prudent to abandon my attempt to push on to Duck Lake, and to with-
draw my force from the action, which was done, as before reported, in perfect order
by the men under my command. Five of my horses having been killed or disabled
by gun shot wounds, I was obliged to abandon two of my sleighs and one jumper, in
which there were a iew rounds of ammunition for the 7-pr. gun, and which fell into
the hands of the rebels. The rest of my command-horses, sleighs and all the
wounded-as was reported to me, were brought safely off the field. Such of the dead
as I could gather I also brought with me. Most of the killed, however, were off to
the extreme right, in situations most exposed to the rebel fire from shelter, and could
not have been collected without incurring the gravest risk of putting my entire
command into the greatest possible jeopardy, with an absolute certainty of losing
many more lives from the terrible and continuous fire from the enemy ambushed on
the right. Three different times I gave the order to put the killed and wounded on
the sleighs and I held the column until it was reported to me that all were on; but
even to have endeavored to get the bodies from the extreme right would have been,
in the situation we were in, impossible. Besides, if I had delayed leaving the field bat
a few minutes my party would have met total destruction. Reference to the diagram
attached will show the position of the rebel forces, the trap in which we were, and
from which they intended we should never escape. I contend that no man desirous
of taking action necessary to the performance of bis duty could have foreseen, or
escaped under the circumstances, getting into the affair on the 26th March, as I did,
and having got into it, our getting out was most fortunate. Had the rebel plan
succeeded and a few minutes more would have made it successful-there would not
have been one of us left. With our gun in their possession, and flushed with victory,
and following it up, Carlton must have fallen, and if Colonel Irvine's party, then
coming through a difficult country, had suffered a reverse, it would have exposed the
whole of tho eastern part of the territory to the rebel attack and occupation, which
would have been most probable, for it must be remembered that many of the men of
Prince Albert were with Colonel Irvine and myself at Carlton.

I have stated already that I was going out for provisions and ammunition, not
expecting or intending to meet the rebels in full force. The force with me was
ample for what I intended it. Had I delayed, I considered I would have no chance
to secure wbat I wanted, but with prompt action I certainly expected to succeed.
Therefore, I acted promptly. I thought at the tirme and still think that the socuring of
the provisions and ammunition at that stage of the rebellion was a matter of the very
greatest importance, for though the rebels had already secured a large quaatity Of
supplies by plunder, they must, from their numbers, and what they had given to the
Indians, in endeavoring to secure and retain their allegiance, have greatly reduced
their store. Again, I argued if the Indians see that a party of half-breeds can
eontemptuously drive back and prevent officers of the Government from doing
their duty, thus defiantly seizing property with impunity, they would beýable to gain

44
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the firm allogiance of the wavering Tndian tribes by whatis stronger to them than any
argument-namely, giving them plenty to eat.

A person understanding the nature of Indians as well as you do, and the situation
as it was on the 26th MUarch last, will readily understand what a gain to us it would
be, and how the prestige of the rebel half-breeds would have suffered and ours
gained, among the Indians, had I succeeded in carrying out the object of my expe-
dition, more especially after we had made an attempt and boing unsuccessful in the
morning; and further, you will see that had I waited for you the chance and time in
which it would be possible to get the stores would bave passed; therefore, a day or
even a few bours was of vital importance. But withall, had I known or even sus-
peeted that the rebels were in full force, or had I expected that I should be attacked
by the m as I was, I certaintly would not have taken the matter in hand. With the
number of available men at my disposal the risk would have been too great-even te
secure the great advantage that would in all probability, have been a consequence of
the securing the pravisions and ammunition.

My former reports show how 1 met the rebels. I admit I was deceived as to
their strength. When I lett Carlton 1 considered I would probably meet, if they
did not run away, not to exceed 100 of them. From the numbers 1 first saw in
the field I was justified in t.hinking that there were no more than that number.

The Prince A lbert volunteers lost more heavily than the police, because several
of them happened to be extended on the right of our line, where they were more
exposed to the fire of the enemy in ambush and in houses. When I felt the fire
pouring in on us from that quarter, I said to Mr. Howe, commanding the gun
Detacbment: " Shell those fellows," pointing in the direction from which the tire
was coming. He replied: " Our own men are extended there, and I may fire into
them." I thon said, pointing to the coulée opposite our left front, from whence a
very heavy fire was coming on us : " Throw a aheli over there," which was done.
The gun did good service, and no men could have worked botter than the gunners
did that day, under conditions that would have tried soldiers, no matter how well
disciplined. I did not know, whon the lino extended, that there was a bouse on our
right, and that the enemy were ambushed about it in large number,3, so that I did
not purposely expose one part of ihe line to fire more than another. The sleighs I
threw ont for no other purpose than for cover, and they were taken advantaÊre of
as sueh by the volunteers and police indiscriminately; and if unkind and unfeeling
remarks have been made, it was not by any of those who fought so gallantly
together, and received, without flinching, as hot a fire as mon ever were exposed to.
The strongest feeling of friendship exists between the Prince Albert volunteers and
the Mounted Police, because all who were presont on that day know that no man
shirked from bis duty, or from danger, but that each unflinchingly and bravely
took bis chances and did his work.

Tbough unsuccessful in getting possession of the stores I strove to bring in, and
enforcing the rebels to withdraw, 1 considered that one consequence of my action
was to force the rebels lo give up, for the time, the attack on Fort Carlton, which
they had medial ed and would otherwise have made on the night of the 26th March,
and prevented the bloodshed which must have occurred there, and the by no means
impossible disaster to our armis, whicb, owing to the position of the fort, might
have occurred there.

It is to be regretted that I was not made aware of the fact that the robels were
in force at Duck Lake at the time I engaged with them, but my scouts did not
learn that such was the case in time to apprise me of it. The movenent of the
main body of the rebels to Duck Lake was sudden and unexpected, and was, so far,
a surprise to me.

Before concluding Ibis supplementary report, I may repeat that it was the
rebels who attacked me and began the action. They had their dispositions most
skillfully made, and nearly succeeded in cutting off my command, which they would
have done but for the steady valor and good discipline of the mon under me, on
Which I justly relied before setting out on the 26th March last.

A. 1888
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I attach a rough sketch of the ground upon which the action at Duck Lake was
fought. It will give a fairly good idea of the disposition of the opposing forces on
the 26th March last, and show their numbers to have been between 300 and 400
fighting men.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

L. N. F. CROZIER,
Lt.-Col. IRVINE, Assistant Commissioner, N.W.M.P.

Commissioner, N.W.M.P., Prince Albert.

Forwarded,
A. G. IRVINE,

Commissioner.

CANADA.
NlVorth- West Territories,

To Wit :

I, Harold D. Ross, of the town of Prince Albert, in the Saskatchewan district, in
the North-West Territories of Canada, Deputy Sheriff, do solemly declare :

1. I was a prisoner in the custody of Riel and the rebels on the twenty-sixth
day of March last past, and personally visited the scene of the battle on Saturday, the
twenty-eightb day of March past. The said Riel, the leader of the rebels, was then
with me on said battlefield.

2. I have examined the plan and perused the statement hereunto annexed, and
marked " A," made by John Astley, who was a fellow prisoner with me on both the
above mentioned dates, and I solemnly declare that the same are exact, and in strict
accordance with what I saw and observed myself.

3. And I further declare that i counted the number of men going out to take
part in the said battle, and that there were over three hundred half-breeds and
Indians engaged in the said battle.

And I muake this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be
true, and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's
reign, entitled: An Act for the suppression of Voluntary and Extrajudicial Oath&

HAROLD E. ROSS.
Declared before me at Prince Albert, in the North-

West Territories of Canada, this twenty-eighth
day of May, A. D. 1885.

STEPHEN BREWSTER,
Notary Public.

CANADA.
N1orth- West Territories,

l'o Wit :
1, John B. Lash, of the town of Prince Albert, in the district of Saskatchewan,

in the North-West Territories of Canada, Indian Agent for the Carlton district, do
solemnly declare:

1. I was a prisoner in the hands of the rebels under Louis Riel, at Duck Lake
on the twenty-sixth day of March last past.

2. I have examined the sketch map or plan prepared by John W. Astley, refer-
red to in his declaration of this date and made before Stephen Brewster, Notary
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Public, and from my knowledge of the locality, both previously and from actual
observation since, I declare that said plan accurately shows details of the locality.

3. I saw the rebels going to and returning from the engagement at Duck Lake
on the twenty-sixth day of March last past, and I say that the number returning
from the fight was between three and four hundred rebels-half-breeds and Indians.

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiousLy believing the sane to be
true, and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's
reign, entitled : An Act for the suppression of Voluntary and Extrajudicial oaths.

J. B. LASH.
Declared before me at Prince Albert, in the District

of Saskatchewan, this twenty-eigth day of
May, A.D. 1885.

STEPHEN BREwSTER,
Notary Publie.

CANADA,
.North--West Territories,

To Wit :

1, John W. Astley, of the town of Prince Albert, in the district of Saskatchewan,
in the North-West Territories of Canada, Civil Engineer, do solemnly declare:

1. That I was a prisoner in the hands of the rebels under Louis Riel, at Duck
Lake, on the twenty-sixth day March last pat.

2. That the sketch, map or plan hereto annexed and marked " A " is accurately
drawn from my own personal observation of the locality where the fight took place,
and truly exhibits the features of the locality.

3. Of my own knowledge I declare that there were between three and four
hundred half-breeds and Indians engaged in the fight at Duck Lake, on the said
twenty-sixth day of March last past.

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be
true, and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's
reign and entitled: An Act for the supression of Voluntary and Extrajudicial oaths.

JNO. W. ASTLEY.
Declared before me at Prince Albert,

in the District of Saskatchewan, this
twenty-eighth day of May, A.D. 1885.

STEPHEN BREwsTER,
Notary Public.



49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 8.) A. 1880

PRINEO ALBEBT VOLUNTZER COMPANY

BuTURN Showing Men who were in the Engagement at Duck Lake, 26th March,
1885.

No. Rank and Name. Remarks.

1 Capt. Moore, H. Stewart ............................... Wounded.
2 do Morton, John......................... ............................................. Killed.
3 Sergt. Powers, Thomas....... ................. ......... ........ ..................
4 do Campbell, Thos. Nelson. .....................................................
5 do Wilson, Justue................................. ............................
6 do McNab, Alex ....... .......... ........................... . ...... ............. W ounded.
7 Corp. Ramsay, W. 0. ............................... ..............................
8 do Dixon, W. .... . .....................

9 do Napier, William .......... ................. ......... . . . ...... Killed.
10 PTte. Anderson, Joseph ........... ....................................... do
il do Bakie, James............ .................... do
12 do Brown, James. ........................... ..............
13 do Burns, Robert. ..................... ........ ......... .............................
14 do Byrne, Charles...... .......................
15 do Drain, W illiam ................ ..................... ..... .............. ......
16 do Duck, Geo. ...................... . .............. ...-....
17 do Elliott, Skeff Connor ............................................................ do
18 do Fisher, Alexander................... ..................... ........ ......... do
19 do Flett, James. ............................ ...................................
20 do Hamilton, Charles. ....... .. ........................... ...............
21 do Markley, Arthur W. R................................., Wounded.
22 do McGinn, Richard........ ....... ....................
23 do McKenzie, Daniel............................. ................. ................. Killed.
24 do McPhail, Daniel...................................... do
25 do Nelson, George. ....................... ..........................
26 do Nelson, Henry. .......... . -........................... ......................
27 do Newett, Charles ...... ............................... Wounded.
28 do Sutherland, George. ...........................................................
29 do Tait, W illiam. ................................................................
30 do Kelly, Henry........................................
31 do Laurie, W illiam. ........ ...... ,..................................................
32 do Thibanit, M. ............. .................................... .... .........
33 do Wymerskirch, John................. .................
34 do Paul, John...................................... .......
35 do Iiddleton, Robert..... .... ............. Killed.
36 do Stewart, Alexander..................... ............................ Wounded.
37 do Barker, William. ...............................
38 do McKay, Donald. ,...............................
39 do Haslam, William...... .......... ....... .........
40 do Giveen, Charles. ................ , ................ .........................
41 do Clarke, Lawrence. ...................................
42 do McKay, Thomas ........................................ ..... .................
43 do Mitchell, Hillyard. ...........................................................
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LIsT of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Mon of " D " Divieion, North-West
Mounted Police, present at the Engagement at Duck Lake, on Thursday, 26th
March, 1885.

Rank and Name.

..................
.... ............
................

649
318
773
400
701
947
264
467
521
532
516
897
611
642

1,034
525

1,082
850
454
672

1,117
462
682

1,099
981

1,076
1,079
1,015

771
1,045

935
1,009

487
993
425
495
730
430

1,102
854

1,004
763
764
596

1,021
788
916

1,048
1,087
1,065

852
1,003

No. Remark.

Supt. Crozier, L. N. F ........ ........................................
Surgeon Miller, R . .................
Insp. Howe, J.... ................................... ,
Sergt.-Major Dana, F. G.............. .............
Sergt. Brooks, W. A...............................

do Smart, W. 0....................... .........
do Stewart, A ....................................................
do Pringle, J. O ...................................

Corp. Davidson, H. J. H .. ............... ,.......
do Chassie, O........................................... .................
do Fowler, F ........................ ..... .......... .........
do Collins, J...... ....................................................
do Gilchrist, J. H......... ................................................

Const. Carter, R...... ............ .................. ................ ,.... ....
do Cochrane, J........ ...... ...... ............
do Craigie, J. 0..... ...... ................. ..... ...............
do Cole, A ........ ....................................................
do Des Barres, H ................................
do Dowsley, R................. ......... ...........
do Edwards, J..................... ...............................
do Fleming, J. 0......... ................................ ,..............
do Fontaine, L ........................................................
do Garton, W..... .................................
do Gordon, B. F.......................... ...............................
do Gribble, P. J.......................................
do Halbhous, W................... ... ......................
do Hammond, H. B....... ..... ,............... ..............
do Hoyland, J. a...............,.. ...... ....... ..................
do Hetherington, H. A....... .......... 
do Jackson, W ............ ...... ........... ,............................
do Jamieson, R. W ,................................ ..........
do Lunnin, W .............................................................
do Manners-Smith, W . A..............................................
do Miller, A..................................................................
do Mountain, A. G.......................................................
do Montgomery, A. E. G............................,..................
do Morrow, W............................. .............................
do Murray, A......................,,.....................................
do McDonald, &..........................................................
do McMillan, A....................................
do McPherson, D. H............,,, ..................................
do Nunn, W. 0.........,.. , .........................................
do Perkins, W....................................
do Redmond, J. J.........................................................
do Rummerfield, J.....................................................
do Scott, D................................................. ......... ,...
do Street, J................................................................
do Todd, E. W ................................
do Worthington, J......................................................
do Woodman A. H.....................................................
do Wood, J. y...............................................................
do Smith, W................................................................
do Arnold, G. P................,.. ......................................

do Garrett, G. K. .................................................
do Gibson, T. J.., .................................................

L. F. N. CROZIER,
Superintendent.

Ba-4
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Reg. No.

Wounded.

do

do

do

do
do

do

Wounded. Die&
March 27,188.

Küiled.
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APPENDIX B.

EPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT HERCITHMER, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED
POLICE.

CALARY, 27th July, 1885.
Lient.-Col. A. G. IRVINE,

Commissioner North-West Mounted Police.

SIR,-I have the honor to report that in obedience to an order contained in a
telegram from the adjutant, dated 23rd March last, I left Calgary for Regina on the
24th with thirty non-commissioned officers and men, twenty-four horses and four
waggons. On my way down one sergeant and four constabies, with one horse
from '- A " division, and two constables of " D " division, joined my command.

On my arrival at Regina I received a telegram, directing me to proceed with
Superintendent Neale, seven men of "B" division and one 7-pr. gun, to Fort
Qu'Appelle. I therefore proceeded to Qu'Appelle by rail, and on arrival at that place
met His Honor the Lieutenant.Governor, who requested me to return to Regina until
Major-General Middleton reached Qu'Appelle.

On the 27th March I returned to Qu'Appelle with Mr. Dewdney, and then met
Major-General Middleton, who ordered me to join him with all available men and two
7.pr. guns at Fort Qu'Appelle.

On the 29th March I received a telegram from the General to at once proceed
to Battleford vid Swift Current, and left by rail at 2:30 p.m. on the 30th, arriving at
Swift Current at 10 p.m. I found that the river at Saskatchewan was impassable, the
ice having given way on each side, leaving a ridge in the centre, over which it was
impossible to convey the horses or waggons. I at once communicated this fact to the
General.

While waiting instructions I ascertained that the steamer " Northcote " was
being prepared at Medicine Hat to come down the river, for the purpose of convey-
ing troops to the north, and that this vessel, together with three others, was in
some danger from a large party of Crees, reported to be camped close to Medicine
Hat. I at once advised the General, and suggested that I should take my command
on at once to Medicine Hat and protect the steamer down the river. General
Middleton wired me to do exactly as I proposed.

Leaving Swift Current at 2 a.m., on the 31st, I arrived at Medicine Hat at 9 a.m.,
and camped near the steamer, the Indians, who were on the north bank, hastily
decamping as we unloaded.

Captain Sheet, of the " Northcote ", having requested assistance in getting the
steamer into the water, I placed all my teams and thirty-five men at his disposal,
from the lst to the 3rd April.

At 8 a.m. on the 4th I received a telegram from His Honor the Lieutenant
-Governor that a lot of armed and mounted Indians had arrived at Swift Current, and
suggesting that I move back at once; and receiving an order to that effect from the
General, I returned to that place, leaving Medicine Hat by special train at 8:30 p.m.,
arriving at Swift Current at 5:40 a.m. on the 5th.

On the morning of the 6th Constable Storer, accompanied by James Bird, a
half-breed, arrived from Battleford with a letter from Inspector Morris, which i
attach hereto (Enclosure No. 1). From Constable Storer I aacertained that although
there were 500 persons within the barracks at Battleford they had provisions for
t*hree months.

09 Victoria. A. 1886
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In accordance with the General's instructions, I was now patrolling between the
railway station and the river, keeping a party at the river to protect the ferry.

On the 12th instant Lieut.-Colonel Otter arrived, and I was informed that the
police were to join the column under his command, and that it was the General's
wish that he should consult with me on all points. Colonel Otter appointed me
chief of his staff. 1 therefore handed over the command of the police to Superinten-
dent Neale, who, at 1 p. m., moved out to the South Saskatchewau, with orders to
camp there until the arrival of the troops, and patrol both sides of the river.

I reached the river with the remainder of the column on the 14th. I crossed on
the 16th, and started for Battleford at noon on the 18th.

The police acted throughout the march to Battleford as an advanced guard for
the column, and worked so admirably that they were universally praised by the
officers of the brigade.

About 4 p.m. on the 22nd five civilian scouts, who had been ordered to feel the
woods to our Iront, were fired on by a small party of Indians, who appeared to be
making in the direction of Clark's Crossing• Being re-inforced by two or three of
the advance guard, a cart containing some worthless articles was captured, but the
Indians succeeded in making their escape.

On the 23rd we arrived at the Stony reserve, where Superintendent Neale endea-
voured to find the body of Farm Instructor Payne, stated to have been murdered,
but without success. Superintendent Neale, however, found in the storehouse 101
bags of flour and 600 pounds of bacon, which he brought away and handed over to
the brigade quartermaster. We camped three miles south of Battleford at 5 p.m.,
and shortly afterwards a house, lately occupied by Ur. Rouleau, S.M., was found to
be on fire. The civilian scouts were sent forward under Constable C. Ross, with
orders to creep cautiously through the bush, and endeavor to acertain how many, if
any, Indians were in the vicinity of the burning house; and shots being heard shortly
aftewards, I obtained permission to go down with Superintendent Neale and thirty
of tho police, and scour the valley, Major Short, " B" Battery, R.C.A., and Dr. Leslie,
of the Queen's Own Rifles, volunteering to accompany us. Extending a party in
skirmishing order, we moved right through the settlement on the south side of the
river, and although every place was thoroughly searched, not an Indian could be
seen. Constable Ross, in the meantime, had returned to camp, reporting that ho had
been fired on from the bush, in the rear of Mr. Scott's house, and that he felt sure le
had wounded an Indian, who was afterwards found buried on the reserve, having
been shot through the body.

Of the houses in the old settlement, Mesars. Mahaffy and Clinkskill's, the Hudson
Bay store and Mr. Rouleau's house, were found to have been destroyed by fire, while
every house had been raided and such articles as were not deemed valuable by the
Indians wantonly destroyed, while to the west nearly every farm house had been
burnt and the farm implements broken to pieces.

On the 24th we camped in front of Old Government House remaining there
until the 29th, the police and scouts attached thereto patrolling the country in
every direction, and making several trips to the Stony reserve, escorting Farm
Instructor Applegarth, who was endeavoring to reclaim as much Government
property as possible.

On arrival at Battleford I found Inspector Morris still in command, although
Inspector Dickens, who had recently arrived from Pitt, was the senior. I ordered
Inspector Dickens to assume command. I presume both these officers have furnished
you with a report, I having conveyed your telegraphie instructions to them.

On the 27th I reinforced my command by thirty-one non-commissioned officers
and men and twenty horses from " D " division. This was done with a view of having
a troop of fifty mounted men. It was also necessary to purchase in Battleford
thirteen horses, which bas already been reported. The same day Sergeant Ward, who
Was in charge of police patrol, discovered the body of the late Farm Instructor Payne,
and had it buried.
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On the morning of the 30th a half-breed named Denison was brought into camp
by Major Short, " B " Battery R. C. A. Denison stated that he had that morning
escaped from Poundmaker's camp. He also stated that about twenty families of half-
breeds had been captured by Poundmaker at the " Bresaylor " settlement, and were
held as prisoners.

On lt May Colonel Otter decided to proceed to Poundmaker's reserve, and a
flying column consisting of-

75 North-West Mounted Police............Superintendent Neale,
80 " B " Battery, R.C.A............

2 7-pr. guns ............................ . Major Short, " B" Battery,
1 Gattling gun ..... ............

45 "C " Company. 1.S.0....... .......... Lieutenant Wadmore,
20 Governor General's Foot Guards ... Lieutenant Gray,
50 Queen's Own Rifles......................Captain Brown,
50 Battleford Rifles .......................... Captain Nash,

was organized, and left Battleford with forty-eight waggons at 4:30 p.m. About 9 p.m.,
halted for supper; proceeded again about 1i p.m. The Mounted Police formed the
advance guard, and were in this position when we reached Cut Knife Hill, about
5 a.m. on the 2nd. Oàr scouts, on ascending the slope, signalled " Enemy in sight,"
and closed in. Fire was almost immediately opened on us, and a number of armed
men were seen comir g over the hill and descending from the camp. Before return-
ing the fire our men were ordered to dismount and extend. Our dismounted party also
came up on the double and extended, driving the Indians over the hill. The guns,
manned by " B " Battery, R.C.A., got into action about the same time. Owing to a
bad creek at the foot of the hill, some little delay was caused before the whole
column came up. Throughout the action, which lasted seven hours, our men behaved
admirably. The sense of duty shown by them, in always keeping themselves so well
to the front, and occupying the most forward positions, explains our loss.

On our return to Battleford, where we arrived about Il p.m., the police formed
the advance and rear guards.

As to the engagement at Cut Knife, I find it difficult to individualize our men,
but I must specially mention, as deserving of recognition for their bravery and dash,
Regimental No. 594, Sergeant-Major T. Wattam; 36, Sergeant J. H. Ward, who was
wounded early in the engagement; 606, Sergeant G. Macleod; 900, Sergeant I.
Richards; 633, Corporal S. M. Blake; 932, Constable W. H. Routledge; 962, Con-
stable Taylor; 886, Constable T. McLeod, of "E " division; 921, Constable I. C.
Harstone, of " A " Division; 969, Constable E. Rally; and 931, Constable W. Gilpin,
of "B " Division; 1,064, Constable C. Ross; 835, Constable W. C. Swinton; 776,
Constable H. Storer; 762, Constable R. Rutlecge; 748, Constable C. Phillips; 983,
Constable W. I. Spencer, and Constable G. Harper, of " D " Division.

Of course, Superintendent Neale did his duty thoroughly and well, and handled
his men as he should do. I am certain Colonel Otter's report to General Middleton
embraces this fact.

Early in the engagement, and the first man to fall, Regimental No. 565, Corporal
R. B. Sleigh, shot through the mouth; then shortly after Regimental No. 907, Cor-
poral W. H. T. Lowry, mortally wounded; Regimental No. 36, Sergeant J. H. Ward,
seriusly, and Regimental No. 402, Trumpeter P. Burke, mortally wounded. Every
attention was shown them by Brigade Surgeon Strange, and the ambulance corps
of the Queen's Own Rifles being always ready and willing to assist.

Sergeant Ward, Corporal Lowry and Trumpeter Burke were brought into
Battleford and placed in hospital. Both Lowry and Burke died the next day; Ward
has recovered, and is now convalescent in Winnipeg. Our dead were also brought in.

Before going further,'I must note the determined attitudes of Sleigh, Lowry
and Burke. The poor fellows deserved a botter fate, and are one and all a great loss to
Canada.

49 Victoria. A. 1880



49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 8.) A. 1886

Trumpeter Barke has loft a wife and large family, who wore entirely dependent
on his earnings. On the 4th our dead were buried with military honora, the services
being performed by the ministers of thoir respective churches.

On the 5th we moved across tu the north side of the Battle River, and camped
near the barracks; and from time to time, until the arrival of General Middleton on
the 24th, twenty to thirty of our mon were constantly patrolling the country on
each side of the river.

On the 14th one of our usual patrols, in charge of Sergeant Gordon, was suddenly
attacked by an armed party of half-breeds and Indians, when about seven miles froin
Battleford. The enemy, about thirty in number, firîng into them at short range,
caused our horses to swerve around, when a large party of- Indians were observed
approaching over a hill on the right, apparently with the intention of surrounding
our men, so it was impossible to make any stand. After retiring a short distance,
Constable Spencer, W. I., reported himself wounded, but stuck to his horse and rode
on, and from a horse dashing by riderless it was discovered that Constable Elliott was
missing. The party roturned to Battleford and reported. The same day,and about the
same time, a number of teamsters and waggons belonging to the transport were
captured close by. It has since transpired that Constable Etliott was merely thrown,
got into the bush and lost his way, and when again discovered by the Indians fought
to the last, and after exhausting bis ammunition was shot. From the wounds, ho
must have been killed outright, one being through the spine and one through the
back of the head. He was temporarily buried on the ground where ho fell, by a Roman
-Catholic priest, who was a prisoner with the Indians. The next day a party went
out under Sergeant-Major Wattam, and discovered the body, but from the nature of
the wounds, and having no conveyance, it was impo3sible to bring it in. This was
done the next day, and the day following ho was buried with military honora.

On the 20th a priest, aecompanied by the captured teamsters, arrived with a
letter from Poundmaker, asking for terms. Colonel Otter, however, refused to treat
with him, and referredhim to the General, Who was known to be on tho way up.

General Middleton arrived on the evening of the 24th. Poundmaker surrendered
at noon the next day, handing over 215 stand of arma.

On the 2fth the Comptroller having requested that Superintendent Neale be
returned to Regina as soon as possible, that officer lef t for Swift Current, carrying
despatches from the General.

On the 30th I was ordered to proeed to Fort Pitt, taking with me fifty mounted
mon. At the same time Boulton's scouts and Denison's Intelligence corps recoived the
rou e. I was placed in command of this column. We left for Fort Pitt on the 31st
with light Kits, expecting to return to Battleford in seven days at the outside. From
Fort Pitt we went on under General Middleton to Loon Lake. Between Pitt and Loon
Lake we found Inspector Steele and his command, and at his request ho was ordered
to join our column, but was relieved on our again coming up with General Strange
at the Beaver River. From Loon Lake we returned to Pitt, thon to the Beaver River
vid Frog Lake,and returned to Fort Pitt, on the 20th June, at which place we remained
in camp tilt the 28th. This march was particularly trying to mon and horses, as
the men had no change of clothing, and for several days were without tents, and had
only what provisions they could carry on their saddles, but I hoard no complaints,
the work being done cheerfully and well.

On the 28th I was ordered to proceed to Battleford and to take with me the mon,
horses and 9-pr. gun of " C " division, with (instructions to take on from Battleford
to Re2ina ali prisoners at that place. On arrival at Battleford on ist July I
received instructions to proceed to Poundmaker's and adjacent reserves to arrest cor-
tain Indians pointed out by the Indian agent. On the 2nd I proceeded to the reser-
ýves with forty police and one Gatling, in charge of Major Short, R.C.A., but could
find no trace of the men wanted, so returned to Battleford the next day, sending mon
and horses of " D " division into barracks, also all the horses purchased, with the
exception of three.
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When passing through the reserves we discovered a number of newly made
graves and several tepees filled with the bodies of Indians recently dead,which would
prove that they suffered much greater loss at Cut Knife than was admitted by them.

On the 4th 1 started for Swift Current, and arrived at that place on the 9th.
The next day I took the prisoners, with a sufficient escort, on to Regina, leaving the
balance of my men, those of " C " division and all the horses camped at Swift Current,
from which place we returned here, leaving men of other divisions at their respective
stations.

I must draw attention to the carriages of the 7-pr. guns giving way at
Out Knife. New carriages must be furnished.

My horseswithout one exception, stood the work well, not being obliged to leave
a single one behind. They were nearly all young horses 1 had purchased here last
year, and fully carry out all my arguments in favor of western horses for our service.

The behavior of all ranks was excellent. and every praise is due to them.
Before leaving General Middleton's Column at Fort Pitt, he, in a General Order,

expressed his entire satisfaction with the conduct and soldier like bearing of my mon.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant.
W. M. IERCHIMER,

hSuperintendent, Commanding Post.

ENCLOSURE No. 1.

BATTLEFORD, Ist April, 1885.
Supt. W. M. HERCHMER.

SIa,-I have the horor to inform you that the Indians, so far as I can learu, are
concentrating on Poundmaker's reserve, and that you have nothing to fear on the
trail, without it is that you may fall in with stragglers. I would advise you, however,
to be most cautions, as the Stoneys are up, and have joined Poundmaker.

They killed two white men, Mr. Payne and Mr. Applegarth, on the reserve
starting out ; alEo one Mr. Freemont, a rancher. I have made everything as secure as
possible.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. S. MORRIS.

Every body is in barracks-200 men all told, and 300 women and children.
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ENCLOSURE No. 2.

LIST Of OffierS, Non.Commissioned Officers and Constables of the N.W.M. Police
who took part in the engagement at Cnt Knife .Rill on 2nd May, 1886.

. W. M. Herchmer... ........

. P. R Neale......... .....,..
594 T. Wattman.........
560 R. Riddell.....................

36 J. N. Ward...............
760 J. 0. Gordon...........
606 G. Macleod..................
900 J. Richards ..........
907 W. H. T. Lowry..........
633 8. M. Blake...............
467 T. Bond........................
528 W. H. Forde................
671 E. S. Glasford...... .........
$47 S M. Jarvis .........
999 0. Knight..................
355 W. Latimer..........
713 W. Lewis .....................
706 R, W. Licyd.................
886 T.-McLeod.............. .....
431 A. Moody......... ..... .....
554 W. Morgan..................
496 S. Percival..................

1,036 G. Pinches..... .. ............
756 W. Ritchie..... .....
800 J. Ross ........ .....
932 W. H. Routledge...........
754 A. H. Rumball .... .........
964 El Spencer....... ......
836 W. Sunderland .......
962 A. Taylor........ ............
579 J. Wright......... .......

56 W. Percy................
973 F. O Elliot..........
921 J C. Harstone .......
995 J Hallenbach.......
561 J. R. Royer..........

1,102 F. M. Brooke. .........
931 W. Gilpin......... .... ,.......
958 F. Goodwin.....~. ...-
988 F. Hyles .................
917 L. Lauder..................
934 F. Miller.. ............ ......
969 E. Racey................

966 G. Fraser......... .~........
565 R. B Sleigh .........
545 W. P. Mcconnell.........
619 (. Allen ..... .........
615 W. Anderson................
858 FI. T. Ayre... . . .........
402 P. Bourke...... ...... ........
813 J. 0. Degear..................
657 0. Dufresne...................

1,074 (. Eales. .. ........
658 J. Dawson...........

. .... G. Harpur..............
995 J. Rynes..............
. P. Hawkins..... .............

695 R. Ince .............-

Superintendent...
do

Sergt.-Major .......
Vet. Staff Sergt...
Sergeant ............

do ........
do ...........
do ............

Corporal............
do ,..........

Constable..........
do ..........
do ............
do ............
do ...........
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ............
do ... .......
do ............
do ... ,.......
do ............
do ... ........
do ...........
do ..... ......
do ...........
do ...........
do . ..........
do ............
do ............

Sergeant ............
Constable ..........

do ............
do ............
do ........ ,,

Constable. ........
do
do
do ........
do ...........
do
do

Vet. Staff Sergt...
Corporal ............

do ,.......,...
do ...........
do ............
do ............
do ...........
do ............
do ...........
do . ........

Constable.
do
do
do
do ............

55

Wounded.

Mortally wounded; died 3rd May, 1885.

" E " Division.

Killed by Indians on 14th May, 1885.
"A " Division.

F BI 1 Division.J

Killed.

Mortally wounded; died 3rd May, 185.
" D" Division.

A. 1886
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ENCLO3URE No. 2-Concluded.

DST Of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables of the N.W.M. Police
who took part in the engagement at Cut Knife Hill on 2nd May, 1885.

Regt. Naine.
Nb.

350 J. Kerr........... .........
992 W. Perrin................
748 0. Phillips......... .....
747 W. E. Potter...........
863 F. E. Prior............
751 J. Quigley..........., .........
381 F. Roby .................. ,...
865 B. H Robertson.............
762 R. Rutledge...... ...........

1,064 0 Ross......... ...........
1,077 W. Shaw....... .............

769 P. W. Simoisn...... .........
776 H. Storer .................
835 W. C. Swinton...............
983 W. J. Spencer..............
942 F. F. Warren. ...... ...

. ..... Joseph Alexander..........

Constable...........
do ............
do ............
do .......
do ............
do ............
do ...........
do ............
do ............
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Interpreter.........

Remarks.

" D" Division.

T. F. Burnet, a sergeant in 35 Batt., lately
discharged from N. W.M. Police, having volu-
teered for service with the Police, was attached
to my command, and remained with us until our

J arrival at Swift Current, on 9th July.

W. M. HERCHMIER,
Superintendent, Commandinq.

A. 1886
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APPENDIX C.

ExTRAcTfrom Superintendent Cotton's Annual Report, bearinq on service of Police in
McLeod District during the Rebellion.

* * * * *

The opening of the present year found my district in a very quiet and settled
state, a strange preface to the period of rebellion and excitement which was promptly
to follow, and which came upon this southern portion of the Territories a.s a very
unexpected sequel. During the winter months our time was taken up with ordinary
magisterial and police work. The southern Indians appeared to be contentedly
living upon their reserves, and it was not until the cold weather had subsided that
the slightest feeling of uneasiness among Indians made itself manifest. I say this,
because I am satisfied that attempts were made by rebel half-breeds and Indians in
the north to induce the Blackfoot Nation to take up arms against the Government.
Following the actual outbreak of the rebellion in the north came an exceedingly
precarious condition of things in the southern district, and which, for a time, might at
any moment have led to an Indian ontbreak. Fortunately, no outbroak occurred, and
such is indeed a matter of national congratulation. As I hastily review the chain of
events which seemed so rapidly to transpire, I cannot but regard it as an undeniable
fact that the influence of the police and Indian Departments among the southera
Indians (to whom but a few years ago white men were unknown) was a most power-
ful one, as demonstrated by results of the most practical character. In saying this I
trust there is no possibility of my being in any way misunderstood. I do not for &
moment mean to imply that an Indian war can be carried on in any portion of the
Territories without seriously unsettling a savage nation such as the Blackfeet. But
as the question of unsettling these Indians deals more with the results arising from
the effects of the recent rebellion, I shall deal with it hereafter by making sueh
extracts, as may appear to me necessary, from an official report furnished you some
little time ago.

To return to the period when the actual outbreak took place in the north. The
news of the fight at Duck Lake naturally created here more or less uneasiness and
alarm.

It must be remembered at that time there was no telegraphic communication
with this post, and but one weekly mail from Calgary. Finding that all sorts of
exciting stories wore constantly in circulation, I promptly established, under the
approval of Major-General Strange, a line of couriers between this place and Calgary.
Experience has shown that this step was a most judicious one, and that in a very
great measure it aided to maintain quiet. There is no possible doubt but that
without this line of couriers white people as well as Indians would have become
greatly excited, as alarming and invariably unfavorable reports as regards move-
ments in the north would otherwise have been in constant circulation.

In a report of this nature it would not be practicable for me to recapitulate at
any length the various interviews I held with the Blood and Piegan Indians. I shall
nerely say that the favorable results arising therefrom speak for themselves in the

strongest possible manner.
Upon Major-General Strange being placed in command of the field force on

active service in the Alberta district, I reported to that officer at Calgary, bringing
to his notice the various matters of importance, such as I thought merited consi-
deration in the interests of the McLeod district. The disposition I made of the
force under my command General Strange considered satisfactory. On a columan

5T
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being ordered to proceed northward from Calgary I was instructed by General
Strange to detail a party, consisting of one officer and twenty non-commissioners
officers and men, with one 's.pr. M. L. R. gun, for this northern service. This party,
under command of Inspector Perry, loft here on the 18th April.

The strength of this post was subsequently increased by one company of militia
(Winnipeg Light Infantry). This company remained in barracks here, performing
garrison duty until the 7th May, upon which date they were relieved by two com-
panies of the 9th (Quebec) Battalion. These two companies of the 9th Battalion

ierved here until the regiment was recalled to the eastern Provinces in the month
of June. The services rendered by the detachment under Inspector Perry's
command were of so creditable a nature that I here insert the names of the non-
commissioned officers and mon comprising it, viz:-

Regimental No. 6.........................Staff. Sergt. orner
do 352..........................Sergt. W. ... Irwin.
do 871.........Sergt. O'Connor.
do 946..........................Corp. A. S. Harper.
do 90....... .Corpi. E. Hodder.
do 618 ....... .......... Const. H. Alexander.
do 521................ ........ do H. Moyers.
do 780.a...................do E. Talor.
do 194....................do W. Taché.
do 622..................... do G. G. Blake.
do 404...................do H. Brown.
do 0...................do - Diamond.
do 534...................do J. Green.
do 505...........................do H. Walsh.
do 10........ ........... Blake.
do 933...................do - Dodsworth.
do 5 -................... MCarthy.
do 642...................do C. Parker.
do 575................ do G. Ward.

Some promotions have since taken place.
The f0lIlowin)g is a copy of a General Order issued by Major-General Strange

-upon reliinquibhiDg commaund of tiis detaebment:-
The detachment of North.West Mounted Police under command of Major Perry

with 9-pr. gun will join Colonel Hercbmeris force to-morrow morning and
proceed by route march to Battlefoid. Maljor General StraDge in relinquishilng the
command of the detacbment of 41C " Divitsion, under comnmand of Major Perry, bas to,
thaunk t hem for their valuable F.ervices and invariably excellent conduot. Ue bas nover
commaùded better soldiors. Their double duties as horse artillery and, wben required,
iscout cavai> y, bave heen performed to bis entire Fatisfaction.

lu hiingiDg a 9-pr. gun from Fort MoLeod to Beavr River, th.ough a
inost di1ficult country, includi-ng the paissage of lied Deer, a march of some 800
miles, aecomp)lisbed with overy borse and man in bis place, reflects great
credit, rot only on Major Perry, but on every -non-eomnmissioner officer ard mani.

That aun was xnainly instrumental in demoraliziing the band of 'I Big Bear " on
the 28th at Freuchinan'ts Butte. Tbe opeining of communication from Fort Pitt t»
Battief*ord by ibis small detacbment ontailed bat dsbips cbeerfully endnred,

Major General Streinge specially recoguizes the ably conducted mat-eh of the left
'wing 65th IRegimeont, under Major Perry's commLnd, wbich ho bas brougbt to the
nIotice of the Comptroller of the Police, as also the namnes of Sergeant Major Irwin,
Staff Sergeant Hodner and Sergeant O'Connor.

Major-General Strange wishcs bis tbanks to be, conveyed to Major Cotton, North
West Mouinted Police, for the selection ho made of mon, of whom ho mtjy feel pr&ud.

lu parting with the detachment hoe wishes them success and happinesa.
By order. C. .DALE

Major of Brigade.
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I should previously have mentioned that an auxiliary corps of militia was
organized and equipped here by Major John Stewart, acting under authority reeived
from the Militia Department. This corps, as well as the companies of militia.
previously alluded to, were placed under my command by Major-General Strangei.
Major Stewart reported to me for duty, and the organization of his corps was com-
pleted in this post, where ho and bis men were for a time stationed. In accòrdance-
with General Strange's instructions I utilized Major Stewart's command, acting in
consort with my own division, for special service along the frontier, extending from
Fort McLeod to Medicine Hat. In addition to patrolling and outpost duty, special
provision was made to furnish protection alike to working parties of telegraph and
railway construction lines thon in course of construction-the former from Daunmore
to Fort McLeod, the railway line from Danmore to Lethbridge. Major Stewart
made Medicine Hat bis head-quarters, his outposts extending westward along railway
and telegraph lines and northward towards Red Deer River. My outposts (police)
extended from this place eastward along railway and telegraph lino, and in this way
connecting with Major Stewart's most westerly detachments, thus keeping up a
complete chain of patrol and daily communication along the important frontier line
extending from Fort McLeod to Medicine Hat.

On the night of the 31st May I received a telegram (the telegraph lino had at
this time been completed) from Major Stewart, to the effect that one of bis scouts
had been fired on by Indians, which fire was promptly returned, at a point some
thirty miles west of Medicine Rat. My own scouts almost simultaneously reported-
preeence of Indians east of Lethbridge. Fearing an Indian raid upon railway work-
ing parties, which could have led to no other than most disastrous results, I decided
to move with a mounted party along railway lino east of Lethbrige. On the following
morning I left th:s post, with overy available non-commissioned officer and man of
my division, all well mounted and thoroughly equipped. I reached Lethbridge the
same night, after having experienced considerable difficulty in crossing the Old Man's
River at Kipp. Next morning I proceeded eastward along Medicine Hat trail,
scouting the country towards the head of Chin Coulée. I saw no Indians, though
some had been seon the previous day by the scouts I had ordered out from Leth bridge.
I then moved on towards Poley's camp, and the railway working parties extended
eastward and westward from that camp. I subsequently travelled still farther east-
ward towards Rocky Lake, camping there while I established communication with
Major Stewart. This officer had, at the same time, moved the main portion of his.
command westward and sonthward from Medicine Hat, in so doing scouting a very
extended portion of the country. I am of opinion that the Indians who exchanged
shots with Stewart's scouts were either Assiniboincs or Gros Ventres from the United
States. In returning, I passed by Woodpecker Island before reaching Lethbridge,
at which last named place I camped for some time, scouting the country southward
along the old Benton trail. Although no Indians were seen, there is no doubt that
the section of the country I am now alluding to contained several war parties on
marauding expeditions.

These war parties evidently cached themselves during the daytime. At night,
signal fires, lighted for the purposo, were answored by Indians at long distances.
Riad it not been for the prompt movement made, a stampede of railway working
parties would most cortainly have taken place, and I have little doubt Indian raids
would have been made on the large railway camps, either of which would have resulted
in most serious loss to the company carrying on railway construction in the
Territories.

The following is a copy of a letter I received from Mr. E. T. Galt, Manager of
the North.West Coal and Navigation Company, bearing on the subject of the pro-
tection I was enabled to furnisl the company's railway lino.

A. 1386
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"Ta INORT-WEST COAL AND NAVIGATION COMPANY.
"LETBRIDGE, N.W.T., 17th August, 1885.

- Major JOHN COTTON,
"Commanding NW.M.P., Fort MacLeod.

"My DEAI Sia,-As this company's railway is now approaching completion, I
wi3h to bear testimony to the assistance rendered by yourself and your command
-during its construction. The presence of your men among our workmen along the
line during the late Rebellion inspired them with confidence without which it might
have been a difficult matter to have kept them at their work.

" I have also to thank you for your prompt action in sending men when required
to this neighborhood, their presence being a guarantee that good order will be
preserved, and that horse stealing will not be tolerated.

"I am, my dear Sir,
"Yours faithfully,

" E. T. GALT,
"Manager."

In connection with the recent Rebellion, I cannot speak too highly of the cool
and courageous deportment of the people residing in the McLeod district. More
particularly is this so credibly apparent when one considers the enormous amount
of capital invested in cattle which graze indiscriminately over the prairie.

The gouth-Western Stock Association took occasion, during the very heat of the
Rebellion, and when the force at this place was not a large one, to express the
confidence they entertained in the North-West Mounted Police,

The following letter was addressed to me by the secretary of that Association,
together with a copy of a resolution passed at an annual meeting

"FoRT McLiOD, 7th May, 1885.
Major COTTON,

" Commanding, Fort McLeod.

"PDAU Si,-In accordance with the instructions of the South-Western Stock
Association, I have very great pleasure in forwarding herewith a copy of a
resolution expressive of their appreciation of the efforts of yourself and your com-
mand in the interests of stockmen, which was unanimously adopted at the annual
general meeting held here on the 29th ultimo.

"Your very truly,
"WILLIAM BLACK,

"Secretary Treasury, South-Western Stock Association."

"At the annual general meeting of the South-western Stock Association of the
North-West Territories held at Fort Macleod, 29th April, 1885.

" It was moved by Mr. F. C. Inderwick, seconded by Mr. John Garnett, and
carried unanimously-

" That this Association desires to express their high appreciation of the efficient
manner in which Major Cotton and his command have performed their duty in
helping the cattle ranches, and the prompt steps taken during the present troubles
to keep the Indians quiet meet our fullest confidence, and approval, and that the
eecretary be instructed to forward a copy of the same.

" WM. BLACK,
"Secretary South- Western Stock Association."

t0
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In this report I have dealt generally, and bearing in mind its importance, I fear-
somewhat hastily, with the work and duty my division was called upon to perform,
owing to the disturbed state of the Territories. Without going into this subject at
too great length, I could not have hoped to give a complete idea of the hard, incessant,
and, at times, arduous duties which came to us as our share of the service to be per-
formed. But I can at least bear testimony-and I do so with no small degree of
pride-to the intelligent, efficient and cheerful support I received from all ranks. In
Inspector Antrobus I have had a valuable and experienced assistant. He has proved
himself a very capable and hard working officer, and I would respectfully bring his
name to your favorable consideration.

Assistant Surgeon Kennedy, in addition to his professional services, at all times
most satisfactorily performed, has again and again volunteered for combatant duty,
and invariably performed snch duty with judgment and ability. I make no mention of
Inspector Perry, who, until lately, was in this division. Ris services have been
borne testimony to by so high a professional authority as Major-General Strange.
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APPENDIX D.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT DEANE.

NoRTH-WEsT MOUNTED POLICE,
IHEADQUARTERs, REQINA, 31st December, 1885.

Lieut-Col. A. G. IRVINE,
Commissioner N.W.M.P., Regina.

S1,-I have the honor to submit my report of events at headquarters during
your absence in the north, and on duty, from the 18th March until the 17th July.

Your departure for Prince Albert, on the 18th March last, with a detachment of
every available man and horse, left this post denuded of all but a small staff of non-
commissioned officers and a few necessarily employed and sick men.

In consequence of the notification from the north that arms and ammunition
were expected from the railway by the half-breeds, who intended to intercept and
seize them, instructions were issued to all outposts in this district to seize any such
articles that might be consigned to traders in the north, and to hold them, pending
furthor orders. One thousand four hundred and thirty-five pounds in all were
temporarily detained.

Superintendent Neale returnod on the 22nd March from Calgary with two 7-pr.
guns, which ho had been despatched to bring hither.

On the 23rd March I transmitted to Calgary your telegraphic message ordering
Superintendent Herchmer to leave Inspeetor Dowling and six men at Calgary,
and to come to Regina with the remainder of his division, fully equipped, with-
drawing, at the same time, five men from Maple Creek, and Sergeant Piorcy from
Medicine Rat, to increase Superintendent Herchmer's command.

On the 2drd a telegram was received by Mr. Forget, Clerk of tbe North-West
Council, from two magistrates at Broadview, stating that that place was in imminent
danger from the Indians; and this was followed by a message from Corporal Macleod,
at Fort Qu'Appelle, to the effect that the Indians there were getting uneasy, and that
runners from the north had visited all the different reserves with presents, &c.

The Lieutenant-Governor being in Winnipeg, I telegraphed to him the alleged
state of affair3 at Broadview, and suggested that Superintendent Herchmer's detach-
ment, which was then en route, should go on to Broadview, and go through the
Crooked Lakes reserve to Fort Qu'Appelle, where he could await General Middleton's
orders. Ris Honor replied, however, that he was leaving Winnipeg with 100 men,
in consequence of my report. On his way westward he had an interview with the
Indian chiefs and head men who had been summoned to meet him at Broadview
station, when it appeared that there had been no sufficient grounds for the alarming
reports which had been spread.

The Indian agent at Touchwood telegraphed, on the 24th, for three men to pro-
tect stores there, and these were sent from Fort Qu'Appelle same day, being replaced
there from other sources.

In compliance with a demand from Humboldt, I sent, on the 27th March, three
constables from Touchwood, and replaced those by others from headquarters and
Moose Jaw.

At this time the demand for men from all sides was so great that I sought and
obtained authority from Ottawa to engage special constables, with pay and rations,
but with the prospect of freighting before them, mon, as a rule, were unwilling to
e«ngage except upon untenable conditions.
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On the 30th March Superintendent Herchmer and his detachment, with Super-
intendent Neale, with one gun, from here, left for Swift Carrent en route to Battleford,
by order of General Middleton, to whom Superintendent Herchmer had reported
himself at Qu'Appelle.

I now opened negotiations with some Sioux who had been for some tine encamped
in the neighborhood of Moose Jaw, with a view to engaging them as scouts. I
employed, for this purpose, ex-policemen Le Quesne, who is a Sioux interpreter, and
had engaged for temporary service as a special constable. These Sioux were adapted
for the work, in that they were not in sympathy with the rebels, were very anxious
to remain on this side of the line, and were in hopes of inducing the Canadian
Government to grant thom a reserve. One of the conditions I imposed was, that
each scout should mount himself, and herein lay the difficulty. It appeared that
their ponies had been acquired by the work of the women, whose property they con-
sequently were, and the women objected to the mon embarking in any undertaking
which might expose them and their families to the vengeance of the other Indian
tribes.

Ultimately, I obtained five Sioux Scouts who kept me informed of what was
paesing in all the Indian camps in this district, and I was more than satisfied with
the work they did, and with the veracity of their reports, confirmation of some of
which I afterwards obtained.

Runners were constantly on the move between the different camps, inciting
their occupants to join the rebels, but it was not possible to arrest them, for want of
timely information, the difficulty being greater becauseI could not run the risk of
exposing my scouts to suspicion.

A half-breed runner tried to persuade the Sioux to rise, with a promise that they
should have a share of the country when the Indians should have regained thoir own,
and bribed them to give them information as to police movements, &c., on his
return from the south, but ho failed to keep his appointment.

At the beginning of April, in consequence of the dearth of police along the line
-of railwaythe Lioutenant-Governor approved of half (fourteen) of the police employed
in the mountains being withdrawn therefrom, and held at Calgary for service wherever
they might be required , but Superintendent Steele reported that ho apprehonded a
strike of railway employees on the 10th of the month, and could not obtain reliable
special constables. His Honor therefore rescinded the order.

About this time information was received which showed the necessity of watch-
ing the southern frontier, and Mr. Legaré, of Wood Mountain, arrived hore to repre-
sent to the Lieutenant-Gevernor that a large number of half-breeds at Wood Moun-
tain and Willow Bunch wore in a starving condition that they wished to remain
there, so as not to be implicated in any way with the rebellion, and that they would
be glad of any employment. Mr. Legaré,:having great influence with these half-
breeds, and scouts being urgently required, it was proposed that a given number of
them should accept service as scouts undor Mr. Legaré's direction. The latter under-
took to see that the work was properly done, and to vouch for the good faith cf the
men whom he would employ-the selection, of course, was left to him-this arrange-
ment having been sanctioned in Ottawa.

Inspector Macdonell was ordored from Medicine Hat to Wood Mountain to take
command, and thither ho proceoded with four mon and ton horses on the 15th April.
Thirty half.breed scouts were at first employed (this number afterwards increased to
forty), and covered a long stretch of country, from Moose Mountain to the south-
west of Old Wives, Lake. Others of the community were employed in freighting
provisions, &c., between the different outposts between Wood Mountain and Moose
Jaw, &c., &o., and thus was fulfilled the double purpose of finding work for " idle
hands to do," and having the country thoroughly watched. %

The police are indebted to Father St. Germain for his good offices in connection
herewith

On the 21st April nineteen recruits and eighty.two horses arrived from the east,
4nd a few days later fourteen horses were received from Fort MoLeod.
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It was reported to me at the end of the month that a party of half-breeds, well
armed, coming from the north, were making for the south, and would probably cross
the railway somewhere between Pense and Pasqua. I sent out a party to intercept
them, but Sergeant Baker, on his return, after some days absence, reported that he
had ranged .the country between those stations for some miles north and south of
the railway and found no trace, and could gather no information of the party
sought for. From Pasqua ho went on to Moose Jaw, and thence to the south end of the
Buffalo Lake, returning vid the Qu'Appelle valley to Long Lake, calling at every
house within reasonable distance of the line of travel, seeking for information of any
parties of Indians or half-breeds that might have been seen in their neigbborhood.
At Riddell's ranche ho learned that the said party had not crossed the Qu'Appelle,
but had followed the north bank of the river, going eastward, and that the party in
question was probably one which had passed Craven on the 28th April, consisting
chiefly of squaws andi children, heading for Fort Qu'Appelle. On the authority of a
boy who was said to have seen an Indian camp in the neighborhood of Craven, the
country there was searched within a radius of ton miles, but n- trace of any such
camp could be found.

About midnight on the 3rd May 130 recruits arrived from the east, and were
principally housed in large tents. It may be supposed that the energies of the smalt
staff of non-commissioned officers at my disposal were taxed to the utmost, but they
were equal to the occasion, and to the credit of the recruits be it said they shook
down into their places in a very short time. Where all did so well, it would, perhaps,
be invidious to mention other names, but it is my duty to bring to your notice the
invaluable services of Sergeant-Major Belcher and Quartermaster-Sergeant Simpson.

The recruits themselves subsequently furnished vaiuable non-commissioned
officers ; and of the recruits, as a body, which have joined the force this summer, it
is only fair to say that they would be an acquisition to any force. Their ready sub-
mission to discipline and the cheerful manner in which they put their shoulders to
the wheel augur well for their future conduct.

On the 7th of May I received a message from Pie-a-pot, to the effect that ha
would like to see me, and hear a correct version of the news of the day. He said so,
mt.any lies were in circulation that ho and his young men did not know what toI
believe. Two days later I paid him a visit, and assured him of the safety of himself
and lis band, provided they remained on their reserve. I pointed out to him that
the soldiers who were in the country were strangers, who would not know good
Indians from bad Indians, and, if they found indians running about the country
contrary to the orders of the Government, they would probably treat them as bad
Indians, and the Indians would have themselves Io blame for any trouble they might
get into.

On their reserves they would be free from molestation. As a fact, with a few
exceptions, the Indians composing Pie-a-pot's and the neighboring bands remained
on their reserves throughout the troubles.

On the 13th May I was enabled to detach fifteen constables to Maple Creek, " A"
division being very much pressed for men, and on the 16th to send twenty mounted
mon to strengthen Inspector Macdonell's hands at Wood Mountain, the idea being
that we should form an inner lino of outposts to act on any information that might
be received from the lino of half-breed scouts.

On the leth May thirty-one recruits arrived from Ottawa.
On the 23rd May Louis Riel arrived here by special train, in charge of Captain

Young, of the Winnipeg Field Battery, and was taken into custody by the police.
ne was, from the first, strictly guarded and secluded, although allowed as much
latitude as possible, in the way of exercise and other indulgences, which were not .
incompatible wih the object in view. During the time I was in command no person.
was pormitted to hold any communication with him, unless furnished with proper
authority.

In view of the expected advent of a number of rebel prisoners from Prince
Ubert, I received instructions to enlarge the prison accommodation, and thus added,

to the then guard room a building containing twenty-four cells, following the specifi--
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cation of the old building as to construction, and superadding a wash-house and
latrine in the prison yard.

The notice received was too short to admit of my advertising for tenders in the
usual manner, and I therefore entrusted the building to a Mr. John Roes, who had
been emplbyed by the sureties to complote sundry buildings in the barracks, in the
autumn of 1883, in fulfilmont of the contract of an absconded contractor. The man-
ner in which ho carried out the work then was a guarantee of his ability, and the
buildings which ho has erected here this year are evidence that the interests of the
Government have not suffered at his hands.

On the 27th the Montreal Garrison Artillery arrived at Regina, and camped on
the south side of the railway, to the west of the creek.

On the 18th June forty robel prisoners from Prince Albert were brought in
under a strong escort, by Inspectors White-Fraser and Sanders.

After a thorough cleansing of their persons and clothing, under medical super-
vision, the prisoners were all lodged in the new extension to the guard room.

On the 8th July I detached a non-comissioned officer and fifteen additional men
with sixteen horses, to Wood Mountain, for duty with Inspector Macdonell.

On Friday, 10th July, Superintendent Herchmer arrived from Battleford with
twenty-two prisoners, eight of whom were under sentence and en route to the
penitentiary, whither they proceeded on the 12th idem.

A day or two previously I had been warned to prepare for about fifty additional
prisoners, and received authority from the Comptroller to erect more prison
accomodation, our present guard room, as enlarged, being overcrowded.

I therefore called upon Mr. Ross to erect at once a room 108 foet by 24 feet,
with 14 feet ceiling, which would be useful afterwards as a barrack room. In order
to avoid expense, as much as possible, I set up temporary partitions to furnish
eighteen cells, each measuring 6 feet, by 8 feet and capable of holding throe pri-
soners. The cells were placed back to back down the centre of the building, with a.
passage on each side, closed at each end by barred doors. The cell compartments
were 8 feet 6 inches higb, and a raised platform at the north end -ýnabled the.
aentry to overlook them all. A division at the south end, 12 foet by 24 fee%
provided a room for the men of the guard.

The whole of the interior fittings were designed so as to be easily removed.
without defacing or injuring the building itself.

The building was rapidly and well built, and is now, as a barrack room, capable
of containing forty-five men. The specifications of the building are as follows:-

The studding throughout is of 2 inches by 6 inches lumber, the corner posts and
frames of all windows and doors being 4 inches by 6 inches. The ground joists are
2 juches by 10 inches, ceiling joiste 2 inches by 8 inches, rafters 2 inches by 6 inches,
with collar ties. The walls are composed of inch lumber, with felting and tar paper,
clapboarded on the outside and ceiled within. The floor is double, with tar paper
between the boards, as is the ceiling. The shingles are laid 4J inches to the weather.

While on this subject, I would beg to bring to your notice the services rendered.
by Sergeant Pigott as provost non-commissioned officer. Since the 18th June last
as many as eighty-one prisoners, including lunatics (one of whem was a female)
have been confined here at one time.

The daily average number from June to September, inclusive, is as follows:
June..............-......................... .............................. 26
July.................................................. . . ................. 63
August. ................................................................... . 69
September..................... ............................... 46

The responsibility thus devolving upon Sergeant Pigott was very great, and I
cannot speak too bighly of the manner in which ho performed his harassing duties.

On the 17th July " Big Bear " and fourteen other prisoners arrived from Prince
Albert, under Inspector Drayner, shortly alter your own return.

I have the honor to be Sir, Your obedient servant,
R. BURTON DEANE,

65 iSuperintendent and Adjutant.
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APPENDIX E.

,REPORT OF INSPECTOR STEELE, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

CALGART, 14th August, 1E85.

Sm,-In accordance with your order to report upon my services with the militia
during the recent troubles, I have the honor to submit the following:

I left the Rocky Mountains on the 10th of April, by order of Ris Honor Lieute-
nant Governor Dewdney, and came here to await his further instructions. On the
13th Major-General Strange, who had his headquarters in the police barracks bore,
obtained permission to take me north with the Alberta field force. I raised one
troop of scouts and, in addition, had under my command the twenty-five mon of the
force who had been stationed in the mountains during the whole of the previous
year, and sixty of the Alberta mounted rifles. I took part in ail the operations of
the column, and when it was broken up marched back to Calgary to disband the
scouts.

General Middleton gave orders that the police were to be left at Fort Pitt in
char ge of Sergeant MoDonnell.

i arrived here on the 18th of July, paid off the scouts, and paid for all their
horses and equipment. I am at prosent waiting for replies to correspondence with
the Militia Department in reference to some claims which the teamsters and scouts
have against the Government.

During the whole of the operations of the Alberta field force the Mounted
Police with it behaved in the most exemplary manner, and elicited the admiration
of General Strange and all the militia officers.

I beg most respectfully to recommend to your favorable notice Rogimental No.
333, Sergeant Fury ; 443, Constable McDonnell ; 716, Constable McRaei 523,
Constable Davidson, A l; 590, Constable Bell, R. G.; 549, Constable McMinn,
W. R. ; and 704, Constable Kerr, P. Al but the last of the constables above-
mentioned performed the duties of non-commissioned officers to the scouts
satisfactorily, and are able to do the work of either corporal or sergeant.
They have, owing to their experience on the Canadian Pacific Railway,
become thoroughly acquainted with the proper way of doing their duty as constables.
I have no hesitation in saying they are collectively the best body of men I have ever
had anything to do with.

Sergeant Fury and Constable McRae were wounded, the former at Loon Lake
and the other at Frenchman's Butte. They are unable to do duty.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

S. B. STEELE,
Superintendent.

A. 1886
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APPENDIX F.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR PERRY, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

19th August, 1885.
Lieut.-Colonel A. G. IRvINE,

Commissioner North-West Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sia,-l have the honor to submit to you the following report, on the work per-
formed during the recent troubles in the North-West by the detachment of "C "
division, North-West Mounted Police, under my command.

On the morning of the 17th of April I was ordered by Superintendent CottoA
to proceed with a detachment of "C " division and a 9-pr. M. L. R. gun to Calgary,
and report, for duty, to Major General Strange, commanding Alberta field force.

The " marching out " was as follows:-
Horses.

Officers........................ 1 Officers' chargers............. 2
Non-com. officers and con- Troop........................... l7

stable.. ..................... 20 Artillery.. . ........... 12
Teamsters (civil)........3 Transport............. 12

Total............. 24 Total...... ..... 43

The following quantities of ammunition',were taken:-
150 rounds gun ammunition.

5,000 do Winchester ammunition.
1,000 do revolver do

Baggage and camp equipment were limited to 75 lbs. per man.
The detachment marched on the 18th April, and arrived at Calgary on the 21st,

a distance of 105 miles in three and a-half days.
I found, on my arrival, that General Strange had marched on Edmonton. Writ-

ten orders were left, directing me to join the second column, which was ordered to
leave in a few days. By General Orders I was created a major in the Canadian
militia, and placed in command of this column.

Is was composed as follows:-
Men. Horses.

North-West Mounted Police and one 9-pr............. 24 49
65th Battalion, Canadian militia.......................... 150 1
Transport......................................... ........... 68 175

Total......................................... 242 225

The column marched from Calgary on 23rd April en route for Edmonton. Red
Deer River, 103 miles fron Calgary, was reached on 28th April. The march had
been delayed by severe storms of rain and snow. The trail, heavy at all times, and
eut np by the transport which preceded us, was most diffcult.

f found the Red Deer River impassable. The column under General Strange
had forded it twenty-four hours before with ease. Owing to the very heavy raina
it had risen rapidly, and was now at high water.
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It was fully 250 yards wide, with a current of five and a-half miles per hour.
The only means of crossing was a small skiff carrying about si* persons. A ferry

boat, which was in use the previous year, had been carried away and broken up by
the ice during the spring freshets.

I determined to effect the crossing by a swinging raft.
By means of the small skiff I threw over a strong advance guard, aiso a work-

ing party. Knowing the uncertainty of successfully crossing with a raft in the very
swift current, I arranged to build a new ferry. The owner represented that he had
all the necessary material. Teams were despatched down the river to recover any
portions of the old boat which could be found; also, to haul up the new material
required. This lum ber was at a saw mill owned by a half-breed, and was some èight
miles below the ford. Fatigue partiès were employed to build the raft.

Heavy square timbers were lying close at hand. These were utilized, and in two
hours a very strong raft, capable of carrying six tons, was constructed. On this,
gun, gun-carriage, ammunition and harness were placed. In the meantime, a rope,
some 1,200 feet long, was carried across. This rope was made by tying the pieket-
ing ropes for the horses, no others being obtainable.

The raft, with myself, Lieutenant Normandeau, 65th Regiment, and the gun
detachment on board, was swung into the stream. It crossed over rapidly towards
the north bank, but when nearing it the rope was broken by binding round the tree
from which it was being paid off. We rapidly drifted down the steam, running away
from the shore to the south bank. Aided by Constable Diamond, N.W.M. P., I suc-
ceeded in landing a rope and attaching it to a tree. But the raft was going too
quickly to be checked, and the rope broke. About three miles down it was driven
into the bank by the current, and striking an eddy, opportunity was afforded for
landing a strong 2-inch rope, which firmly secured i t. The landing was under a
" cut bank " 30 feet high. Up this, gun, carriage and ammunition were hauled, with
great labor, by the men of the detachment on board.

To bring them back to the " crossing," a detour of about six miles had to be
made, around a large swamp, and a new road over a mile in length was cut through
a heavy wood.

Waggons and carts were taken to pieces and ferried over in part to carry ammu-
nition back. The horses were crosscd by swimming.

In consequence of a communication from General Strange, received that evening,
in which I was warned of war parties lurking about watching our movements, I
determined to cross over the 65th Regiment to furnish a strong covering party. With
the small skiff alone the regiment, together with its baggage, camp equipment and
supplies, was crossed over during the night. This, owing to the darkness, was very
dangerous, but was accomplished without a single accident.

Late in the evening the teams which had been despatched for lumber returned
empty. The teamsters informed me that the owner refused to let his lumber be
taken. I despatched Corporal Harper with an escort of North-West Mounted Police
to inform this man that I would be compelled to take his lumber by force. Corporal
Harper returned towards daylight with a message that the lumber could be obtained.
It had been refused, owing to a dispute between the ferryman and the owner of the,
lumber. Teams were again sent without delay. They returned late in the afternoon
on Wednesday the same day. The construction of the ferry boat was at once under-
taken.

Soldiers and teamaters worked willingly. Construction went on all night, and
the boat was ready to launch the next afternoon. In the meantime, the cable which
was lying along the north bank was crossed over, anchored and stretched. A trial
trip was made twenty-four hours after commencement of the boat.

The construetion of this ferry-boat was one of the utmost importance. It com-
pleted the line of commuuicatiou betweer Calgary and Edmonton, and obviated any
delay to the column following.

A rapid march was made on to Edmonton, which was reached in tVhree and
*half days, a distance of 105 miles from the Red Deer River.
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Thirteen days were occupied in marching from Calgary to Edmonton, four and
a-.half dayp were lost in crossing the Red Deer River, so that the marching days were
eight and a-half, an average of twenty-four miles per day.

The greater part of the distance was doue by the 65th Regiment on foot. Roads
were difficult in the extreme, and weather very wet and cold. Consideriug the state
of the road!, the bad weather, and the difficulty in crossing the Red Deer River, the
time made was very good.

The duties performed by the North-West Mounted Police were very onerous.
Being the only mounted men, on them fell the scouting and courier work, also night
guards to the herd of transport horses. From the Red Deer to Edmonton an attempt
to cut off the column was expected by General Strange, so that the scouting and
advance duties became dangerous. Their experience in the country enabled them to
perform their duties most satisfactorily, as the success of the march amply proves.

On arrival at Edmonton I handed over the column to General Strange, who
was good enough to compliment mc on the march made.

My detachmen.t of North-West Mounted Police was posted in order to take up
the duties of horse artillery, the mounted men to form the cavalry escort. Six men
from the Winnipeg Light Infantry Battalion were attached as part of the gun detach-
ment. These men were untrained. During the delay which occurred at Edmonton
their training was gone on with.

The opportunity was also taken of testing the gun ammunition which had been
brought up with the first North-West Mounted Police expeditieon in 1874. It was
found to be in excellent condition.

The advance on Fort Pitt was commenced on 14th May. Part of the force pro-
ceeding by trail and the remainder by barge down the North Saskatchewan River.

The detachment under my command was divided up. Sergeant Irwin, with
eleven men, was sent in charge of the troop and headquarter. staff horses as far as
Victoria. The remainder, with the gun, was placed on board a scow.

At Fort Saskatchewan an old ferry scow was obtained, on which six gun horses,
which had been taken down by land, were placed.

When twenty miles from Victoria this scow sank, owing to the leaks and
ineffective pump. Without assistance, my men succeeded in rescuing the horses and
floating the scew.

It was not considered safe to again place the horses on board, so they were ridden
in to Victoria.

At Victoria the whole detachment joined. Some three days delay occurred here.
From here on to Fort Pitt the advance was made by land, part of the infantry,

only, going by barge down the river.
As far as Saddle Lake, thirty-five miles, my detachment, being the only mounted

men, formed the advance guard. From this point on to Frog Lake and Fort Pitt
the advance was made by forced marches, as information of the enemy had been
brought. From Frog Lake in to Fort Pitt, thirty-five miles, was made in one day.

Shortly after our arrival the body of Constable Cowan, N. W. M. P. who
had been killed during the seige of Fort Pitt by Big Bear's band, was discovered.
It was lying in the open prairie, on the rising ground to the north west of the
fort. The body of his horse was close at hand.

Constable Cowan's body had suffered several indgnities. It was taken charge
of and buried the following day with military honors. The Mounted Police and
Cavalry attended, under command of Superintendent Steele. Service was read by
the Rev. Canon McKay.

A neat willow fence was erected around the poor fellow's grave by his comrades.
On Tuesday evening, 26th May, General Strange determained to discover the

whereabouts of Big Bear by reconnaissances in force.
Superintendant Steele, with the force under his command, was despatohed to

search the country on the north side of the river, and I was ordered to proceed on
the south side. My instructions were to travel directly south as far as Battle River,
then to circle around to the east and return to Fort Pitt. I was also to establish
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communication with Battleford, if I found it possible. This was considered doubtful,
as no information relative to the position of Poundmaker and his Indians had been
received, and it was supposed he and Big Bear would attempt, if they had not already
done so, to form a junction.

My force consisted of seventeen from my detachment and five scouts, two of
whom were volunteers, the Rev. John MacDougall and Canon McKay. The Rev. W.
P. McKenzie acting chaplain, also accompanied me as a volunteer,

The river, which is 400 yards wide, and very rapid, was crossed ai dark.
Horses were loaded on barges and rowed across.
The south bank was reached without mishap.
Nothing was carried on the horses, except four days' light rations and 100 rounds

Winchester ammunition and great coats. A heavy rain fell the whole night. No
hait was made till near daylight. Battle River was reached about noon,without any-
trace of the enemy being seen.

Following the general direction of that river, I proceeded eastwards. The scouts
boing thrown out covered a wide extent of country. Only short halts were made
that day and following night. I travelled with extreme caution as I was a long dis-
tance from Pitt, uncertain as to communication with Battleford, and expecting any
moment to fall in with the enemy. After a very trying and severe night's ride a
point twenty miles from Battleford was reached on Thursday at daybreak. I here
halted to rest my horses, having determined to communicate with Battleford.

Shortly afterwards an Indian appeared, whom we found to be the bearer of a
message from General Middleton to Big Bear, informing him that Poundmaker and
]Riel had surrendered. I immediately proceeded to Battleford and reported my
arrival to General Middleton, I informed him of my reconnaissance, which showed
that Big Bear was on the north side of the Saskatchewan.

The ride from Port Pitt to Battleford, distant 130 miles (the way travelled), was
accomplished in thirty-six hours, and without a single horse giving out.

On my representations, supplies for General Strange's column were sent up by
steamer "North-West," and I returned with my force on this steamer, where, within
fifty miles of Fort Pitt, a messenger was met in a small boat,who informed me of the
engagement with Big Bear on 28th May. I at once landed my force on south bank
and proceeded to Fort Pitt by land. The steamer " North-West " reiurned to Battle-
ford for reinforcements.

The start was made at 4>30 p.m. Saturday, and Fort Pitt reached next morning
at 5. This ride was a trying oe; men and horses were fatigned with the heavy ride
they had already undergone, the movements of the Indians were uncertain and with
the small force I. had no attack in force could be withstood, nor retreat imade, as
horses were too tired. Add to this the heavy, cold rain which fell all night, and the
passage of a swampy lake, over 200 yards wide, through which the men had to
wade waist deep, leading their horses, and it will be seen that the ride was a very
harassing one. A halt was made at Fort Pitt for several hours, and I thon marched
on and joined General Strange, who was encamped six miles down the river. le
expressed himself as well satisfied with the reconnaissance, and fully approciated the
hardsbips the men had endured. He informed me that in his engagement of the 28th
May, at Frenchman's butte, the gun had been of the greatest service. le praised in
the highest termas the manner in which the gun was served by Sergeant O'Connor,
N.W M. P. and the detachment, and admired their coolness and steadiness under
fire. Excellent practice was made. This was most gratifying, as part of the gun
detachment had been but a short time under training.

Twenty-two rounds of common and shrapnel shell were fired in that engagement,
and in the skirmish of the previous day.

On Monday, 3rd June, the whole force moved forward, and occupied tho position
which had been defended by Big Bear, who was now in full retreat.

From this Point the force moved to Beaver River, eighty miles distant, in three
and a-half days. The trail was most difficult, the gun sinking frequently to the
aXles, and was only extricated by exhausting efforts on part of horses and men. The
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lat twelve miles into the Hudson Bay post, at Beaver River, was covered at night.
The trail led over an almost continuous muskeg, and gave scope for the splendid
driving of the artillery drivers, and the magniticent strength of the gun horses. In
one place the trail passed over the end of a marshy lake, about quarter of a mile
wide. The gun was dismounted and it and the ammunition hauled over in turn in
waggons,by our men and the whole of the 65th Battalion, the officers and mon of
which were always ready to assist " C " troop.

The force encamped at Beaver River till 25th June, when the return march was
commenced. Fort PItt was reached in three days-distance, ninety-two miles, vit
Saskatchewan Landing.

On 29th June the detachment was ordered to return to Fort McLeod, and was
struck off the strength of the Alberta field force, which was about to be disbanded.

The following order was published

Divisional Orders by Major-General Strange, Commanding Alberta Field Force.
FORT PITT, 28th June, 1885.

The detachment of North.West Mounted Police unier the command of Major
Perry, with the 9-pr. gun, will join Colonel Herchmer's force to-morrow morning,
and proceed by route march to Battleford.

Major-General Strange, in relinquishing the command of the-detacbment of "C"
division, North-West Mounted Police, under command of Major Perry, has to thank
them for their valuable services and invariably excellent conduct. He has never com-
manded botter soldiers. Thoir double duties as horse artillery and,when required, scout
cavalry, have been performed to his entire satisfaction. lu bringing a 9 pr. gun
from Fort McLeod to Beaver River, through most difficult country, including the
passage of the Red Deer River, the march of some 800 miles, with every horse and
man in bis place, reflects great credit, not only on Major Perry, but on every non-
commissioned officer and man. That gun was mainly instrumental in demoralizing
the band of Big Bear on 28th May, at Frenchman's Butte. The opening of
communication from Fort Pitt to Battleford by this small detachment entailed hard.
ships cheerfully endured.

Major-GeLeral Strange especially recognized the ably conducted march of the
left wing of the 65th Regiment, under Major Perry's command, which he as brought
to the notice ofthe Comptroller of Police; as also the names of Sergeant-Major Irwin,
Staff Sergeant Horner, and Sergeant O'Connor.

Major-General Strange wishes his thanks to be convoyed to Major Cotton, N. W.
M. P., for the selection he made of an offi, er and mon of whom he may feel proud.
In parting with this detachment of North-West Mounted Police, ho wishes them
overy success and happiness.

By order.
C. H. DALE, Major,

Brigade Major.
I attach herewith to this report a nominal roll of the non-commissioned officers

and constables of tholdetachment ; also an itinerary of the March.
The toi al distance marched from Fort McLeod to Edmonton, Fort Pitt and back

to Fort McLeod, was 1,3'8 miles. The distance marched, until dismissal from the
AIberta field force on the 28th June, was 928 miles in thirty-eight, marching days, au
average per day of twenty-four miles. This aecomplished, hauling a gun weighing
38 cwt., over roads sometimes nearly impassable, without the loss of a horse, shows
great care and attention on the part of the men. Frequently the gun was dismounted
from its carriage and carried out of sloughs in which horses were mired.

Add to this the constant duties of guards, picquets, patrols, &c., which fell
especially heavy on such a small independent command as mine, it will be found,
that the detachment of North-West Mounted Police under my command bas borne
out the reputation for energy, pluck and endurance which has b"en carried by the
North-West Mounted Police force during many years of long and trying service ia
the North-West Territories.

A. 1886
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I would especially bring to your favorable notice the names of Sergeant Irwin,
Staff-Sergeart Horner, Sergeant O'Conner, Constable Diamond, whom I have men-
tioned as having swam ashore from the raft in the crossing of the Red Deer River.

Constable Parker and Constable Ward, who were the artillery drivers. These
men frequently elicited praise from General Strange for their splendid driving.

In concluding my report, I would refer briefly to the work accomplished by the
Alberta field force, of which the detachment under my command formed a part.

Previous to its advance all the settlements between Calgary and Edmonton,
and Edmonton and Fort Pitt, had been raided. Edmonton alone had escaped. The
people of that place justly feared an uprising of all the Indians of the district. A
horrible massacre of white people had been committed by Indians at Frog Lake, and
some thirty white prisoners were in their hands.

'I he advance of the Alberta field force overawed the Indians of the Edmonton
district, and prevented them from joining the enemy, which would have greatly
augumented the number and rendered the troubles more serious.

Confidence was restored in the district, and settlers returned to their homes,
which they had abandoned.

The force engaged Big Bear and his band in a strongly entrenched position at
Frenchman's Butte. In consequence of this engagement, the Indians scattered and
eleven prisoners were released.

Subsequently, Big Bear and the Indians remaining with him were attacked by
the scout cavalry under» Superintendent Steelo at Loon Lake, on the 3rd June. The
Indians were thoroughly demoralized and broken up; many of them surrendered and
ail the white prisoners were released.

This work was accomplished withont the loss of a man, and but six wounded.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
A. BOWEN PERRY,

Superintendent North West Mounted Police.

NOMINAL ]ROLL of Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of " " Division, under
command of Inspector A. Bowen Perry, attached to Alberta Field Force.

Rank. Name. Remarks.

Staff-Sergeant ......... orner, H ........
Bergeant . .............. Irwin, W.....pinted Acting Sergeant-Major during camp.ign.

Sdo ................ 'onnor, W.......In engagement at Little Red Deer River, 28th May.
Cor oral....... ......... Harper, A. E........appoined cting Sergeant during campaiga.

o ................. Hodder, E........
Acting Corporal.........Green .....
-Constable ............ Alexander........

do ........... Blake, G. A.......
do ........... Blake, . G.......
do ............ Brown............In engagement at Litte Red Deer River, 28th My.
do ................ Diamond.........
do ................ Dodsworth............. do do do
do .... ...... Mcarthy........
do .............. Kayers .....
do . ............. Parker............. do do do
do ............... Pikard..........
do ............... Sache ........
do .......... Taylor ..........
do ...................
do.......... .. .. Ward .................. do do do

A. J3OWEN PERRVY.
. Superinendent N- W. M. P.

O'onor W.............
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ITINERARY of March made by detachment of 0" Division, under command of
Inspector A. Bowen Perry, during the recent troubles in the North-Wast.

Date. Locality. Miles Total.per Day.

18...
19...
20...
21...
22...
23...
24...
25...
26...
27...
28...

2...
3...
4...
5...
6...

13...
14...
15...
16...

19...
20...

do 21...
do 22...
do 23...
do 124...

25...
26...
28...

30...

31...
l...
2...
3..
4...
5...
6...
8...

do, 25...
do 26...
do 27...

April
do!
do
40
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

May
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do

do
do

Left Fort McLeod to Calgary . ................. ............
En route..... .............. . . . ........... .... ......

do ....................,.,.. ...................,...................................
Arrived at Calgary..............
Delayed at Calgary.
Left Calgary en route to Edmonton ......... ................ ,.............
En route.................. ........................... ...........................

do ......... ........................... .... .... ......... .................. .........
do ...................... ............... . . .
do ......... ........ .................. ............................................

Arrived at Red Deer River.........................,............................
Delayed 4j days effecting a crossing of the river.

En route to Edmonton ........................................................
do .......... ......... ........ ......... ... 1....................
do .....................

do .................. ..........................................
Arrived at Edmonton..............................................................

Delayed at Edmonton 7 days.
Left E ndmonton en route to Fort Pitt,.....................................
En route................. ............................. ..... ........................
|do ..................... .................. ......... ............... .................

Arrived at Victoria........................ .................................
Delayed at Victoria 3 days.

Left Victoria en route to Fort Pitt .............................................
'Arrived at Saddle Lake......... ........ . ........................ ,,

En route........................ ...................
do .................... .......--.............. ...... ......... ..................
do - .-- .....-................................... ......................,........

Arrived at Frog Lake............................. ................................

do Fort Pitt.,........ ......... ............. ......
Left Fort Pitt on reconnaissance to Battleford.
Arrived at Battleford. ...... ..................................

Delayed in Battleford 1 day.
Left Battileford by steamer and landed 50 miles from Fort Pitt

at 4:30 p.m.
A rrived at Port Pitt 4 a.m. ......................................................
After Big Bear's band............... ......................
l camp
Ueft en route to Beaver River.
En route ..... ........................ .................. ............................

do ..... ................ ...... ..... .. ................................... .
garched to Beaver River, arriving at 6 a.m. 7th June..............
'o camp on river.....~........................... ......... .....................

Encamped on Beaver River till 25th June.
.........................-..~...................... .................. 1. .......,...... .........
En route to Saskatchewan Landing ....... .. . . ... .........

do Fort Pitt ................................

On 29th June detachment was ordered to return to Fort Mc-
Leod.

Total distance marched to June 29, 1885-38 marching days.......
Average march per day, 24 miles.

Distance from Fort Pitt to Fort McLeod*vid Battleford to Bwift
Current and Calgary to MeLeod ...............................

Total march made..,.............................

108

103

104

la8

32
20
30
26

9
20
22
16
26
10

6
28
30
30
10

4
25
27
22

13
22

15
25
21
20

35

130

80
7

25
20
30
10

35
22
35

t 40(

1,308

19th August, 1885.
73

A. BOWEN PERRY,
Superintendent N.-W. M. P.

A. 1886
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do
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do
do
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APPENDIX G.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR GRIESBACH, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

FoRT SASKATOHEWAN, I0th August, 1885.

SI,-In accordance with a telegram received this day from Superintendent
Herchmer, directing me to report on the services rendered by the detachment under
my command during the recent troubles, I have the honor to report as follows :-

On the 18th March I received news that the half-breeds either had or were about
to tare up armsand also that the Indians were very uneasy and saucy. Immediately a
very anxious feeling became prevalent through the settlement, and I took steps to
find out what arms were available and what amount of ammunition was in the
settlement. I also swore in some specials, employed and sent ont in various directions
scouts to observe the Indians and bring in information as to what they were likely
to do.

In the meantime the telograph line was out and all communication ceased;
but on the 7th April a courier arrived with new information that the Indians at
Frog Lake had risen and had murdered several whites.

I immedistely took stops to have Fort Saskatchewan placed in a state of
defence. Directed four bastions to be built and a well to be dug; collected in all
available men to work on the defences and assist in defending the post if necossary,
telling them at the same time that they could bring in their wives and families, and
such of their valuables as would not interfere with the defence.

My detachment and these men went to work with a will, and on the night of the
12th the fort was in a condition to be defended. I also made arrangements to obtain
provisions to sustain a large number of people, and also purchased ammunition and
had cartridges prepared for the various kind of arms in possession of the settlers. As
the news brought in by scouts and others became more alarming, the settlers, with
their families, from long distances, fled to the fort and received protection, and as
they were mostly all destitute, also food. On the night of the 12th of April I had
in my fort seventy-nine women and children and about thirty men armed with guns
of varions descriptions, Most of these people remained in the fort until the arrival
of the troops.

This is a short statement of what was done at Fort Saskatchewan. The same
night the news arrived (after taking the above steps) 1 proceeded to Edmonton,
where I found the citizens assembled at a meeting, and much excited. They asked me
what should be done, and I answered them shortly to the effect-

Ist. That there was but one defendable point, and that was the Hudson Bay
fort, in which they and their families could take refuge.

2nd. That there were in the Hudson Bay fort thirty-five stand of Enfiold rifiles,
with 500 rounds of ball cartridges, and also caps, all of which the officer in charge
would lend me.

3rd. That as they had a company of volunteers, with elected officers, already,
enrolled, but not accepted by the Militia Department, I would take upon myself
the respcnsibility of arming and quartering the company in the fort. This being
done, they would then have a place where they could, with their wives and families,
ome for safety. This plan of mine met with some opposition, but the next day

lhe company was armed, quartered, rationed and placed on duty, under the command
of an ex-major of the militia as captain. On the night of the 7th I dispatched a
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courier to Calgary, asking for troops and arme to he sent forward as soon as possible.
After getting the company in barracks I directed the captâin to have the stockade-
repaired and rebuilt along the front of the Fort, the bastions looked to and the
fort generally placed in as good a state of defence as possible. I also directed hitn
to collect ail the ammunition of ail descriptions thon in the stores, and place the same
under guard in the magazine, giving receipts for it.

There was in the fort two brass 4-pr. guns. I had these remounted on
strong trucks, and cartridges made; also case shot, which I improvised by having
tin cases made to fit the bore, and then filled them with about ninety trade balls,which
on trying, I found to answer well,and these guns would, in my opinion, have rendered
good service up to 200 yards. All these stops being taken, I notified the settlers and
citizens of Edmonton that theycould take shelter in the fort when danger approached.
Several immediately took advantage of this and came into the fort.

Having thus done for Edmonton, I returned to Fort Saskatchewan,'to look after
natters there.

I received a requisition from the citizens of Edmonton, and also a deputation,.
asking me to abandon Fort Saskatchewan and come with all my force to Edmonton,
to protect them.

This, of course, I declined to do, giving them the following reasons
1. That I had now in my fort seventy-nine women and children, whom I would

not abandon.
2. That they had actually a larger force and more arme than I had, as well as a

stronger fort.
3. That I, as a soldier, would never abandon my fort unless I recoived instructions,

from my superior officer to do so, or I was driven or burnt ont.
This answer ended the matter, as far as I was concerned, although I received a

large amount of abuse for not complying with their wishes.
Having doue all in my power for the defence of Fort Saskatchewan and;

&dmonton, I scoured the country for many miles around with scouts and patrols, so as
early as possible to have news of any movements of the enemy.

The total strength of my detachment was, at the time, nineteen all told, of whom
one man was unfit for duty.

On the arrival of Major-General Strange I reported to him. He, so far as I know,
Was will satisfied with ail I had done and the stops I had taken for the defence of the
settlement.

General Strange then informed me I was appointed Major of Militia, and that ho,
Was sending a company of infantry to assist in garrisoning Fort Saskatchewan, that
I should remain in command of the district after ho left, that I was to raise as many
Scouts as I could arm, and have charge of courier service, from Red Deer River to the
front to be kept open, and also to provide a certain amountof transport, but as I was
weak in men ho did not think it advisable to take any from me. -He saw plainly that
there would in ail probability be plenty of work for mounted men to do. He therefore
Ordered me to write to the Department, and ho also wrote and telegraphed himselfp
aeking that I should receive reinforcements of police, and if that could not be done to,
sond me 100 stand of arma (carbines) and saddiery.

On the night of the 11th of May I received orders to take command of forty men
of the Alberta Rifles, under Major Hatton, taking with me as many of my own mon
a8 could be spared, and to proceed to the Selvais seulement, on Battle River, and
there to arrest certain parties whom ho named. I reported to General Strange at
4 o'clock the next moring, when ho explained what I was to endeavor to do,
St was unable to give me a man able to point ount the men required. He further
Imapressed on me the nocessity of not delaying the cavalry, as he required them at
the front. I was unable to obtain a man able to point out the mon I wanted,
Iltil I arrived at Peace Hills farm. There I fourd a man who could do what I
required, but being a half-breed, he was so afraid that ho refused to go, but I com-
Pelled him. From what I saw and learned on the way I plainly discovered that I
sllould not succeed in carrying ont my instructians, especially as I was in receipt of
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a despatch from the General, ordering me to return at once. I arrived at Battle
River, which, at this point, runs between high banks, similar to the Qu'Appelle valley.
We found an unfordable river, but discovering a boat I left the cavalry on the bank
of the river and crossed with ten men, and searched the village for the parties
required. Although quite a large settlement we only saw three men, but numbers
of women and children. The rest of the men were lying in the bush, with their rifles
ready to open fire if we h ad succeeded in making an arrest. Notfinding the parties
required, I re-crossed the river, taking with me three men, who expressed themselves
as being most loyal. I told them what I had come to do, and that if they wished to be
loyal it was their duty to give information to the authorities of the disloyal doings
of others, so that the guilty should be punished. They, of course, stated that they
would do so, but they were evidently afraid both of me and their own people. I
immediately left for Edmonton, having remained about six hours. Before leaving
for Edmonton on this expedition the General informed me that I was to have con-
mand of the district and all it contained as soon as he left, and he gave me full
instructions about the principal matters he wished attended to. On my return from
Battle River I found General Strange gone and Colonel Ouimet in command. I
also found a letter from the General, in which ho informed me that he regretted
to have to cancel the order appointing me to the command, but I was still to carry
ont, as far as possible, the different duties he wished performed. I therefore, fron
that date until the présent time, have had my hands sfull of militia work. At the
present time I am signing and countersigning vouchers for the General, and, in
fact, settling up matters as far as possible at this place.

On the evening of the 29th May I received instructions from Col. Ouimette that
four horses had been stolen from Papastayo's reserve, and several Indians had left their
reserve, contrary to the order of the agent. Hie wished me to proceed in pursuit of
these horse theives aud Indians with as many men of my own as I could take, and ho
would send me a certain number of the St. Albert Mounted Rifles, newly armed and
equipped by him. These men were to meet me at such a point as I should name.

The party to whom two of the stolen horses belonged, instead of coming and
iving information to the police, went to the fort at Edmonton, and laid his complaint

bfore the officer in command of the company of the 65th Battalion stationed there.
This officer, Captain De Troismaison, took no stops in the matter until the return of
his superior officer, Colonel Ouimet, who, also considering the matter, proposed, so I
have been told, to send some of the St. Albert Munted Infantry but ultimately,
remembering the police, he wrote me, as above stated. I replied that I would be at a
certain named point early next morning, where his St. Albert men might meet me-
I started at daylight next morning, taking eight men and one pack horse. On
my arrival at the place of meeting, my coming to which had been delayed by oe of
my horses falling into a bad creek, 1 found no one had yet turned up. I therefore
unsaddled and rested the mon and horses, and waited for the St. Albert men. About
two hours afterwards the farma instructor on the Indian reserve arrived
I inquired whether ho had seen anything of the St. Albert men. He said no. I then
aid; " We have wasted valuable time, and I will wait no longer. As it is, our chance

of recovering the stolen horses ia small ; they have had too long a start. I the"
took up the trail, which led through the Beaver BHills. We made the
best of our way through a dense wooded country full of muskeg, in which
the horses sank to the belly every stop. I followed the trail for two days0
until I came to the open prairie, covered with short buffalo grass. Near the
Bald Hill we lost the trail and could not find it again. Before losing it my guide told
me that the horses were fully twelve hours ahead, if not more; so this being the cas,
and my horses being very tired, I did not consider it necessary to go further. I the,,
turned my attention to the Indians who had left the reserve, and on my returning
found their trail, arrested and brought in two headmen, and ordered the rest back to
the reserve. On my return Colonel Ouimet directed me to deal with the Indians. 1
did so, reprimanding them, &a.; told them that they would be severely punished if
they left the reserve again without permission. I have no hesitation in saying that
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had the information been given to me in the first instance, the result would have
been different.

The conduct of the detachment, with one or two exceptions, was all that could be
wished. They worked hard at the fortifications, and would, no doubt, have fought
as well, had it come to that.

I think General Strange and others will bear me out, that it was owing to
the fact that preparations for defence were made, that Fort Saskatchewan was held,
and to a firm front shown by the few police at this point, that a general rising of
Indians and others did fnot take place (accompanied, as it would have been, in the
neighborhood, having so many women and children, by horrors unmentionable).

Trusting that you will consider that the small detachment of the Mounted Police
stationed here did not fail in their duty,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. H. GRIESBACH,
Inspector, Commanding Post.

K. 198
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APPENDIX H.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR DICKENS, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

BATTLEFORD, 8th June, 1885.
To the Commissioner North-West Mounted Police,

Regina.
SIR,-I have the honor to submit a report of events that occurred at Pitt

,during the troubles at and near that place.
On the 30th March I received a letter from the Indian agent at Battleford,

Mr. Rae, informing me that the country was in a state of rebellion, and that the
Battleford Indians were in an excited state, and requesting the Sub-Indian agent at
Frog Lake, the late Mr. L. Quinn and myself, to endeavor to keep Big Bear and
his people from starting for Battleford. I sent a letter to Mr. Quinn at once, advising
him to come in if he considered that there was serious danger, and offering to
re-inforce him if ho could not come in. Mr. Quinn replied that the Indians were
perf'ectly quiet, and that he feit perfectly confident that ho could keep them at Frog
Lake by feeding them well and treating them kindly. He said, however, that ho
-was sending in Corporal Sleigh and his detachment, as their presence excited the
Indians.

The next day Corporal Sleigh and detachment arrived at Pitt. From the
corporal's report it appeared that the white people at Frog Lake held a meeting, at
which it was at first resolved to go into Pitt, but finally Mr. Quinn said that he would
remain at his post. The farm instructor, Mr. Delaney, said the same. Mrs. Delaney
then said she would stay with her husband. Ail the others thon said they would
@top, but insisted that the police should leave, as their presence only tended to exas-
perate the Indians. Corporal Sleigh refused to leave without the ladies, but Mr. Quinn
ordored him to go, and said that ho would give him a letter to me, explaining the
reason why the police returned. In this letter Mr. Quinn again stated that ail was
quiet, and that ho did not fear any disturbance. He asked me, however, to sond to
Mrs. Mann, wife of the farm instructor at Onion Lake, to see if she wished to
come. On the lst April Sergeant Martin went to Onion Lake. The Indians were
in a very excited state, and came up to the house, firing thoir guns and yelling. They
told the sergeant that they had heard that 2,000 soldiers were coming into
the country to kilt them all. The sergeant told them to keep quiet and no one
would hurt them, and they went away, apparently pacified.

Next day Constable Roby, who had been for a load of lumber, reported that the
Indians had been talking vaguely about something having happened at Frog Lake,
and that Mr. " Jim " Simpson, of the Hudson Bay Company, who was taking freight
to Frog Lake, had started off rapidly for Frog Lake, hoping that ho would arrive ia
time to prevent mischief. The massacre, however, had already taken place, and Mr.
Simpson arrived too late.

The sentries had been doubled as soon as Mr. Rae's letter was received.
Mr. Quinn had requested me not to send out police along the road, so as not tO

-exasperate the Indians. He had also promised to send in a trusty messenger, in case
of anything unusual happening, so that little credit was given to these rumor0e
but at 1 a.m. Mr. and Mrs. Mann, with their three children, drove into the post
and said that some of the Onion Lake Indians had told them that ail the white peoPle
-at Frog Lake had been killed, and told them to fly for their lives ; that al the
ladians were up, and more were coming in, and that they were going to kill all the
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whites in the -country. The men immediately turned out, and preparations were
made in case of a sudden attack. The windows and doors of the dwelling houses and
storehouses were barricaded with flour bags ; loops holes were eut in the walls,
where they could be used with effect, and by daylight we were in a position to
repulse an open attack, but our danger was always fire.

On the afternoon of the 4th Mr. Henry Quinn, nephew of J. Quinn, came in and
reported that the Indians had captured the white pe ople at Frog Lake, and were
taking them to the camp. He was ahead, and heard the Indians say that the white
aen were to be killed; he heard the sounds of shots behind him, and broke away.

Although hotly pursued, he escaped into the bush, and after travelling for twenty-
four hours without food, arrived at Pitt.

Mr. and Mrs. Quinny also arrived, having been brought in by four Onion Lake
Indians.

On Sunday a messenger, named Johnny Saskatchewan, arrived from Battleford
with a letter advising us to come in to Battleford by the north road, as the Indians
had risen all over the country. To this I answered that I was unable to move, owing
to want of transport, the Hudson Bay Company's waggons having been seized at
Frog Lake; that if we travelled on foot, or very slowly, as we should have to do, the
Indians could easily overtake us, and if attacked in the open, with a number of women
and children, we would be worse off than in the Hudson Bay Company's post. This
was also the opinion of all the civilians. I had heard that reinforcements were
expected at Battleford in a day or two, and I begged Inspector Morris, for the sake
-of the women and children, to send me fifty men. I told him, also, that if I had
nobody but police with me we could make our way through with our own horses
and waggons. No reply was received to this letter, as the messenger who was
bringing a reply from Inspector Morris was intercepted, and the dispatch taken from
him.

I have since heard that fifty, and afterwards twenty-five, settlers-offered to go out
to relieve us. Their offer was not accepted. A similar offer was made by settlers at
Fort McLeod, but the authorities would not let them go. They may have had good
reasons for so doing, but I simply mention the fact, so that the white people in the
country cannot be justly accused of having been wanting in sympathy with their
countrywomen in distress.

(NoTA.-In this I think Inspector Dickens has been, to some extent, misin-
formed. If I mistake not, the offer to make a prompt move on Edmonton and Pitt,
before troops were ready to proceed there, was made by the officer commanding at
Port McLeod, Superintendent Cotton.

In reply to this offer Major-General Strange wrote Superintendent Cotton: "I
cannot consent to your denuding the southern frontier and McLeod district of police.
Your valuable services, knowledge of the district and influence with Indians, render
it important that you should romain where you are. I must therefore order you te
do so. I can understand your desire to go to what you now consider the front, but
the front may at any time become the rear, and vice versa.-A. G. I.'*)

We continued to fortify the post as well as we could with the material at hand,
al the men working hard and most cheerfully.

The Hudson Bay Company's carpenters also commenced to build a scow. Little
Pine arrived on the other side of the river on the 7th, and was ordered not to crosa
or he would be fired upon. Little Poplar's brother, Na-coo-tan, who had been
round the fort working for the company, had previously come in with his wife and
family, stating that the Indians had threatened to kill him.

Fire signals were seen at night during the week, and smoke was seen in the
direction of Onion Lake. Our scouts reported that the buildings had been set on
fire on the 13th, at about 2 P. m.

About 2 p. m. a large body of Indians appeared behind the post. They had with
them, as prisoners, Cameron, alpin of the Hudson Bay Company, and old Dufresne,
A old Hudson Bay Company's servant, who afterwards was cook for Mr. Quinn. A
ifag of truce was sent down, and Dufresne brought letters, written by Halpin, in
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which Big Bear called upon us to surrender arma and ammunition. This offer was,
refused. The number of the Indians was said to be 250. Mr. Maclean, believing that,
there was a large peace party, went out to parley with thom. The Indians agreed to
keep quiet that night. Next morning they required the police to leave at once. I sent
my final answer, refusing to give ùp our arma, &o., and told them that if they would
go away we would leave. They insisted on our leaving at once, and we all went to
our posta, expecting an attack. Mr. Maclean, without telling me of bis intention, and
in spite of the warning of his interpreter and friends, went out again, and was taken
p risoner. Shortly afterwards Constables Cowan, Loasby and Special Constable H.

uinn, who had been out scouting, came back and rode right on to the Indian scouts,
who fired. Constable Loasby's horse was shot under him; Constable Cowan was killed.
Loasby ran down the hill, pursued by a party of Indians, who fired at and wounded
him. He ran some 500 yards, badly wounded in the back. The men at the windows
nearest to the Indians opened fire. Four Indians dropped as if killed, and two or three
others were evidently hit. Tho Indians retired into the bush and Loasby reached the
fort.

Mr. Maclean wrote down to his family to join him. I went over to their house
sud found them preparing to leave. ý;All the company's servants and other civilians
prepared to join them. As their minds were made up to leave, I considered that I was
entitled to look to the safety of my own men, who had remained at Pitt solely for
the sake of the civilians. We destroyed the arma we could net take away, collected
the ammunition and some provisions, and put the scow into the water. She filled, and
appeared to be quite useleas. Regimental No.762, Constable Rutledge, jumped on board
and volunteered to pilot her across. Under his skilfal management and by dint of
hard baling we got across, although I thought she would sink under us. A heavy
sn'w storm had now set in, and we camped about a mile down the river, on the
opposite bank. The river was full of ice, and the Indians could not have followed us
had they wished to do so. Big Bear had sent word to say that he would not fire,
on us as we crossed. The night was bitterly cold, the blankets were wet through
and some had been lost while crossing. At dawn we resumed our voyage. The weather
was bitterly cold, and the river being full of ice the navigation was very difficult, but
the men worked most cheerfully and with great spirit. We arrived at Battieford on.
the 21st.

The wounded man bore his sufferings with the greatest fortitude, and was
carefully tended by Staff-Sergeant Rolph (now acting Assistant Surgeon) and hi&
eomrades.

The conduct of Sergeant Martin and men was admirable from first to last.
The surrender of the civilians was entirely owing to the pusillanimity of Mr.

Maclean, of the Hudson Bay Company.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
FRANCIS J. DICKENS,

lnspector.
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APPENDIX I.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR MORRIS, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE,

The Commissioner, BATTLEFORD, 30th May, 1885.

Commanding North-West Mounted Police,
Regina.

Si,-I have the honor to submit this, my report, as commanding officer during
the siege.

In accordance with your instructions, under date of 26th March last, I organized
a volunteer company made up of those who might be called permanent citizens, and
assigned to them No. 4 Barrack room, that they might be within easy reach, in case
of an emergency, to act in conjunction with the police in the protection of the fort.

Later on I organized a company, composed of citizens and those from the
settlement who had, with their families, sought the protection of the fort. This
company was styled the Home Guards. They were served out with arms, which
had previously been used by a disbanded volunteer company. It was fortunate that
these arms were at hand, for without them our power of resistance would have been
very much less.

As you will be aware, the stockade was in a more or less dilapidated condition,
and my first care was to make it as strong as possible. I caused boards to be nailed
all round the top, and threw up a four-post embankment against it on the inside.
Through this breastwork I pierced portholes at suitable distances, and so arranged
them with sand bags as to secure the greatest possible protection for my men, while
at the same time, affording them every facility for pouring a destructive fire on any
hostile body approaching to attack. At the south-east and north-west corners I built
bastions for the accommodation of the one 7 pr. at my disposal, and arourd
eh trenches were dug sufficiently wide and deep to effectually stop any suddeni

rush of the enemy in that quarter. These precautions taken, I set to work to secure
all the forage for the horses possible, and whenever I could spare teama I sent them
to the river, and brought up within the stockade whatever provisions I could secure-
that had not been looted and carried off during the first raid. (At that time the
river was impassable, owing to running ice). But even had it been measurably
passable, I should have deemed it unwise to risk the sending across of any con-
siderable part of my available force. The enemy was vigilant and numerous, and I
felt that my first duty was to ensure the safety of the fort and- the nearly 40»
women and children who had sought its protection. When this was seen to there
was not a man to be spared for offensive o perations on the enemy. When the enemy
had moved away after the first raid, and when the ice had run out of the river, I
sont a party across and brought in all the goods from the Hudson Bay and other
stores that could be found.

With no brother officer to afford me assistance or relief, I found the duty of the
hour exceedingly trying. There were those in the fort of whose loyalty ï had the.
greatest suspicion, and I felt that only by the utmost personal vigilance could a great
danger be averted. To trust this work to a subordinate was, te my mind, impossible,
and although twenty hours out of every twenty-four were needed to make me quit&
sure that the enemy within was not active, and that no lack of duty on the part Of
muy own men gave the enemy without an advantage, tde service was cheerfully
and gladly given. The reward is that il ùas been successful.
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In order to prevent any suprise by night, I had a guard of nearly sixty men,
besides six mounts to do patrol outside the sentries. One shot being fired w as a
signal of the approach of the enemy. Each man of the force of the nearly 200
knew his duty when an alarm. was sounded, and within three minutes each
man would be in his position at his assigned porthole or in the bastions.

With these arrangements perfected I felt quite capable of coping with an enemy
as strong as that I thought likely to attaek.

Before closing, I desire to express my hearty satisfaction at the manner in
which the Home Guard, Battleford Rifles and police performed their duty-ever
ready, even anxious to be of service; no order needed to be uttered twioe. The
commands of officers were obeyed with the utmost cheerfulness and alacrity; no
service could have been more thorough. Among the many individuals whose services
during the siege deserve a special word of praise are Sergeant-Kiajor Kirk, who
proved himself an invaluable non-commissioned officer Mr. Macrae, of the
Indian Department, who kindly placed his services at my disposal, assisting me in
doing patrol duty on dark nights; and Mr. Harry Nash and Mr. Frank A. Smart, the
latter of whom met so lamentable a death at the hand of the treacherous Indian
immediately that he moved beyond the limita of our immediate protection.

Telegraph communication being stopped, I had to despatch couriers to Prince
Albert, Carlton, Clark's Crossing, Swift Carrent and Fort Pitt. In one
instance, when an important message was to be forwarded, I could not secure a man
on any termas.

Calling for volunteers, Constable Stores alone responded. The journey to
Swift Current was begun in the face of great danger, and successfully
finished after the plucky constable had been chased sixty miles by the foe. The
act deserves recognition.

Lieut.-Colonel Otter arrived here on the 24th April, when my duties ceased as
commanding officer.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. S. MORRIS.
Inspeeter.
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APPENDIX J.

HEADQUARTERS, REGINA, ôth December, 188à.

SIR,-I have the honor to place in your hands, to-day, my Annual Report as
Principal Medicat Officer of the North-West Mounted Police, for the t welve months
terminating with the 30th of November, 1885.

The year now rapidly drawing to a close, wili long be remembered as one of the
most eventfnl in the history not only of the North West Territories, but in that of
the North-West Mounted Police, which, in addition to those who have passed from
its ranks in the ordinary course of events by accident and disease from which no
portion of the community is altogether exempted, has now to mourn the loss of no
less than eight brave and devoted members, "killed in action" during the late
insurrection, with a full proportion of wounded; some dangerously, others seriously,
and one at least, who maimed for life, will never be capable of performing mounted
service again.

While I must leave to those whose duty as combatant officers it more especially
becomes to record with sorrow not unmingled with pride the nanes and services of
the gallant men, who have fallen unflinchingly in the path of duty, I cannot with-
hold my humble tribute to the courage and fortitude of the more handful of Mounted
Police, who, fewer in numbers than any battalion engaged in active operations, and
generally fLr over-matched by enemies wherever it was their privilege to meet them
have left beneath the bosom of the prairie, of their dead "killed in action," a num-
ber greater than that of any battation in the field, save one, whose record, at least,
they have equalled.

I should have been well pleased if, as Senior Surgeon, I had been permitted
to share, with those who went to the front, the active operations of the short campaign,
and have lent my aid, if not in fighting, at least in standing by and assisting those
who were privileged to fight and fall; but it was condsidered that duty as necessary
and arduous, if not as honorable and inspiring, demanded my remaining in medical
charge of the headquarters post, and with less opportunity for emulation and distinc-
tion, contenting myself with doing efficiently the hardly less onerous duties confided
to me. I must, therefore, leave to those of my more fortunate assistants, who were
permnitted to take part in the operations at the front, the duty of recording the
casualties and diseases, incident to service in the field, which feul beneath their
notice, several of which came ultimately under my own care at the headquaters
hospital, whose names, injuries and diseases, with the results of treatment, wilL be
found in the accompanying annual report of siok, &c., treated at Regina during the
year just closed.

During the latter part of November I received instructions to proceed to Ottawa,
as soon as I could conveniently do so, to constitute one of a board of medical officers
to assemble on my arrivai there, to take cognizance and report upon ghe condition of
certain members of the force who have advanced claims for compensation on account
of wounds, diseases or disabilities contracted on active service; also on matters
relating to the annual supply of medical stores for 1885-86 (July to July), which,
Owing to the recent increase of the force and some alterations in its disposition, will
render a modification of the estimates neoessary. 1, therefore, propose to leave for
Ottawa as soon as this, my annual report, is completed, leaving an examination of
the annual reports of assistant surgeons at the varions ontposts, until they arrive at
Ottawa, when an opportunity can be afforded of doing so, and making such additions
to this report as may be found necessary (as the reports referre.1 to have not yet beei
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received), the annual supply of drugs being much needed, and some time being
required to effect the necessary changes in the estimates.

The medical duties at headquarters during the last twelve months have been
more than ordinarily severe and have taxed my powers to the utmost, for, notwith-
standing, the detachment of large bodies of the force in the early months of
188à, to reinforce the posts along the North Saskatchewan, and to guard the
southern frontier during the recent insurrection, wheroby the headquarter's post
was for a time almost denuded of mon, the strength of the force at Regina bas

averaged for the entire year, something over 200 a month. To these must be added, in
computing the whole number of men under my charge, the prisoners, Indians, half-
breeds and others, who, during the same period, reached the large number of 137,

During soven months of the current year, namely, from May to November,
inclusive, the number of all ranks present at Regina, exclusive of prisoners, who,
during these months, were specially numerous, exceeded the monthly average for
the whole year largely, the number for three successive months averaging 28t, and-
rising during June and July to an average of no less than 340 men and officers,
which, added to the unusually large number of prisoners and the unfavorable
hygienie condition to which they were subjected, involved a great increase of duty
and responsibility. The barrack accommodation, owing to the sudden increase of
the force, was, for the time, inadequate, and an additional guard-room had to be
erected, in order to accommodate the unusual influx of prisoners. These latter
suffored little from endemic forms of disease to which they were acclimated, but a
good deal of sickness, as my annual return of sick shows, occury ed among the mon,
and more especially, as I had anticipated, among the new recruits, but after all my
anxieties and labors, the most severe and continuous ever undortaken and completed
by me during the same period, I have this great source of satisfaction that no single
individual of those entrusted to my medical care has died from disease or injury at
headquarters during the year 1885, the few still lingering in hospital being now
happily convalescent.

During this period some of the prisoners, most of whom arrived under depress-
ing influences, suffered from milder forms of malarial -disease, and all ultimately
recovered without difficulty, but a good deal of care and watchful attention was
demanded by other prisoners, among whom I may mention Riel, Jackson and
Parenteau, the two latter of whom were actually insane, and the former, owing to
certain peculiar mental characteristics, very imperfectly comprehended by the pub-
lie at large, was, by some, reputed to be so. Much attention was also demanded by
Connors, a condemned murderer, who, for some weeks persistently feigned insanity.
Two of these men were after a time placed in an asylum for the treatment of the
insane; the other two suffered the death penalty to which the court condemned
them. Respecting the first of these, whatever differences of opinion may now
appear to exist-opinions based by those who express them-upon a more or les&
intimate knowledge of his mental peculiarities and temperament, the calm verdict of
posterity will surely be that Riel died a perfectly accountable man.

In the care of the sick during the latter part of the period referred to, I
was assisted by Hospital Sergt. Braithwaite, and by several constables, who
volunteered to perform, turn and turn about, both night and day, for many weeks,
the onerous duties of nurses, of which those only who are familiar with the disease
with which into many cases we had to contend, eau form an adequate conception,
and I beg to recommend most strongly that some small additional pay may be given
to each of those men for the time they were engaged in these duties, services, 'Vith-
out which, the success, now so happily achieved, would bave been impossible.

Of the 570 recruits arriving during the year now expired, by far the greater
number have been stripped and carefully re-examined by me, a duty of the greatest
importance to the Department, owing to the unsatisfactory manner in which some6
of the examining surgeons have performed their duty; that all have not been se r&
examined is to be regrêtted, but this has been unavoidable; many having been
mecessarily sent away on detachments before it was possible to re-examine thexar
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and some after even longer delay, because no moment of my time could be spared
for many days together from dutieR of Aven more immediate importance.

The sudden augmentation of the Force rendered the local purchase of some
drugs necessary, principally for veterinary service, but some also for hospital use,
and, in compliance with instructions, a full supply of drugs for Battleford, until
the arr'ival of the supplies for 1886, were purchased and forwarded to that post
several weeks ago.

In consequence of the destruction of Forts Carlton and Pitt, and the confusion
caused by the late insurrection, and the arrival of considerable bodies of militia,
more or less unprovided with the requisite medical supplies, the returns of drugs
expended, at least as regards the posts along the North Saskatchewan, will be less
perfect than is described. I do not, however, despair of showing a more satisfactory
statement of this important branch of public expenditure than hitherto, or of im-
proving upon it in the time to come.

Although no case of injury or disease bas terminated fatally at the Regina
hospital during the year just expired, two members of the force have met instan-
taneous death: one, Constable Griffin, by bis own band, probably while laboring
under temporary insanity, the other, Constable Coulson, my own servant ever since
I entered the force, a most trustworthy and invaluable man, by the accidental dis-
,cbarge of a gun in the hands of a comrade, when on leave of absence, duck-shooting
at Long Lake. As the details of these distressing casualties have long since been
forwarded to Ottawa, I need say no more respecting them

The number of men invalided from Regina, for the year now ended, is sixteen,
but of these, seven were sent down from Battleford, Calgary and Prince Albert for
that purpose. Of the nine remaining who were invalided from Regina, it is
instructive to notice that five were unfit for service when enlisted, and never should
have been accepted by the examining surgeons; that a sixth was probably so. this
cannot be definitely .proved, that the seventh and eighth were invalided for forme
of insanity which had existed long before tbey entered the force, which facts they
concealed, and having temporarily recovered their reason, were admitted without
suspicion ; and that the ninth, Constable Hart, who was shot accidentally, was the
only one out of the aine clearly invalided in consequence of injury or diEwase origin-
ating after admission to the force. The tenth man on the list " Levin," having
come up unfit for service, but fortunately his examination papers were not signed,
and he was discharged.

My attention bas been drawn to a statement made some monthq ago, that an
examination of the annual sick reports of the North-West Mounted Police, for 1884,
shows that a large majority of the men of that force had suffered during that period
from various forms of preventible disease. The numbergiXen was evidently obtained
by adding together all cases of both primary and secondary affeçtions of preventible
-disease, as shown in the sick returns. I wish to say that this basis is not a correct
one, and, therefore, the conclusion arrived at is an error, and for the following
rea sons :-

let. The annual reports are made up from the monthly and daily sick returnas,
so that a large proportion of these cases, the great majority of which constitute
varions sequels of primary diseases, are really only repetitions of the same case
re-appearing under successive forms.

2nd. A considerable numbec of recruits, re-examined by me on their arrival at
Regina, have been found suffering from primary forms of disease, contracted in
eastern cities, but not fully developed before their primary examination.

3rd. That many others who had apparently recovered from priraary <isease
contracted long before their admission to the force, bave developed secondary symp.
toms at various periods after their admission.

4th. la some of the returns of sick no discrimination is made between primary
and secondary affections or sequeta, acute and chronie cases all appearing under one
liead ; and
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5th. That some few incorrigible individuals no sooner are cured of one attack
than they contract disease again and again-some of them many times in a year.
These explanations will be regarded as valid by any competent medical authority.

The total obtained by adding together all forms and reappearences of primary
and secondary diseases in these reports for the entire force in 1884 numbers 255. i
am certain that one-fourth of that number, that is 12 per cent. of the whole force,
would constitute an excessive annual average of such cases of primary disease. A
very large proportion of the men have never euffered from any form of preventible,
disease, and no troops in the world could remain entirely free from them under the
conditions to which these men are exposed.

The explanation stated above will apply equally to the sick returns made for
185. Hereafter an effort will be made to show the exact number of cases of primary
disease occurring during the year, which I feel confident will not exceed the average
above stated, an average which is probably quite equalled among young men in all
great cities.

Before closiug this report I wish to offer some recommendations, compliance
with which will I tbink increase the efficiency of the Department over which I have
the honor to preside:-

lst. That Dr. Baldwin, now relieving me at Regina, be retained permanently at
headquarters as Assistant Surgeon, to take charge of the proper duties of the
depot and hospital, and to assist generally in the duties of the post-thus affording
me time and opportunity to attend to the duties of Superintendent Surgeon; the
double duty hitherto devolving solely upon me being greater than one man can
aatisfactorily perform.

2nd. That a competent hospital steward with the rank of staff sergeant ho
appointed to the depôt troop at Regina, whose duty it shall be to remain pei ma-
mently at the hospital and perform the duties of hospital seageant thero, without,
as has hitherto been the rule, being iemoved at a moment's notice to accompany
detachments on outpost duty. .

3rd. That Staff Sergeant Richards be retained permanently at Regina attached
to the depôt, to continde his charge of the books and storeg connected with the
medical supply store, and that he be released from Troop "B" to which he has
recently teen attached. This is the special duty Sergeant Richards was sent up to
perform, and which ho bas hitherto doue in a very satisfactory manner. He is an
excellent man for the position and should be retained thore.

4th. That in futur e no man be invalided from the force until he bas appeared
for final examination before the Senior Surgeon, who will then recommend that he
be invalided if necessary. TLe history of every recruit is better known at head-
quarters than elsewhere,.and there bis final examination should take place.

5th. 5 bat a competent Lospital building be provided at head quarters, with
room for not less than twenty-five beds; the proportion required for a force of 250
men ; with all necessary conveniences; the present building being wholly inade-
quate as to size and alnost uniihabitable in winter.

6tb. That some tuilding be erected in the neighbourhood of the new hospital to
be used as a store-bouse for drugs and for filling and packing the requisitions made
upon them; with a properly arrangcd office for keeping the books and papers con-
xiected therewith, sEo that the simall building now occupied for that purpose, in the
barrack square, nay return to the use for wbich it was designed.

7th. That three additional hospital stewards, members by examination of the
Pharimaceutical College of Ortaiio, be enlisted atonce, on the terms already granted
.to those obtained in 1884; the large addition recently made to the force and the
increased importance of some outposts rendering the presence of thoroughly com-
petent and trustworthy men necessary.

8th. I would also suggest that some arrangement be entered into with one of the
mnedical practitioners at Edmonton, one of whom bas a drug store there, to take
Imedical charge of the detachment at that post and at Fort SaEkatchrwau,. snd to;fur-
mOish the medicires required. I may add that until 1 an infoimed whaL arrange-
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mente are intended, I have ordered no medical stores-except veterinary druge for
those outposts.

It is very desirable that the medical supplies should be forwarded at a time of
the year 'when they will not Euffer from exposure to frost, and this should be not
earlier than the 15th of March nor later than the 15th of-September.

I trust the Department will take all these recommendations into favorable consi-
deration, as they are made solely in the interests of that branch of it in the North-
West Territories, over which they have considered me competent to preside.

I have the honor to be, gir,
Your obedient servant,

A. JUKES, M.B.L.C.,
Senior Surgeon.

A. 1886
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SOREDULE No. 1.

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

ANNUTAL Sick Report from Ist December, 1884, to 1st December, 1885.

Disease.No. of No. of v Surgeon's Remarks.Cases. Days. Duration.

Yever, Typho-Malarial..... ......
do Malarial remittent ........
do Intermittent ...............

Dyaentery..............................
Dysenteric-Jiarrhea ..............
Diarrhoea .................... .........
Scarlatina .................. .........
Tonsillitis ...................... ,......
Pharyngitis................ .
Pardtitis.......... ........
Dyspepsia ....... .......... .
Debility.......... ...................
Coughe and colds ............ .....
Anamia .... ...... ................
Erythema.......................
Bilious derangementa .............
Cephalalgia ..... ..... .......... -

Neuralgia ..............................
Otalgia ..................... ...........
Odontalgia................
Palpitation .............. ............
Insomnia .....................
Conjunctivitis .... .................
Bezema...... ........................
Ulceration of arm from wound,
Abra3ions ...... ................. ....
Insanity .... ................... .
Blistered feet..........
Eczema solare ...... .......
Straias from riding, &o ..........
Paralysis of hand.......... ....

Paralysia of bladder .............
Urticaria......... .....................
Diphttieritic sore throat ..
Uhafes from riding .........
Constipation .........................
Obstipation ..................
colic . .......... ...........
Varicocile......................
Scabies ......... .............. .......
Asthma.......................
Lumbago .......................... ,..
Bhetinmatism acute &j sub-acute

Sciatica........................
Gonorrhoa and:gleet.......

-et
Orchitis...........................
Bœemo orrhoids .......................
Neurosis ..............................
cellutitus ............ .........
Chillblains...........................
Exeoriations........................
Berpes circonnatus...............
Erysipelas of head.. ..............

12
30
8
6

20
105

2
32
14
4

15
18
96
2
1

33
10

17
2
2

24
1
1
5
2

16
2

40
2

1
1
7

23
77
7
7
2

11
2
2

33

7
7
5
1

3
2
2

563
626

35
48

110
246

5
123
52
60
81

134
264
17
2

83
30
20
7

24
9

15
66

3
33
90
34
6

92
20

40
2

29
39

149
13
16
29
63
7
7

176

11
340

134
24
37
6
1
4
4

29

46
20

42

2
2113î
34

15

287s
22J

2½

3

61
47

2*
3

40

40
2
4

2
2
2141

16

il
10*

191

7î
5
1

2
14J

Recovered ; returned to duty.
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do

Both still in hospital.
Recovered; returned to duty.

do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do

Invalided; one to asylu m.
Recovered; returned to dnty.

do do
do do

One came up unfit for duty ; invalided at
once; the other recovered; ande
treatment.

Still in hospital, mast be invalided.
Recovered ; returned to duty.

do do
co do
do do
do do
do do

Relieved only.
Recovered do

do do
do do

Three still in hospital, the rest returne.
to duty.

Recovered ; returned to duty.
Many of these are recurrences or re-M-

pearances of the same cases.
do do

Recovered ; returned to duty.
do do

A. 188(
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SCHEDULE No. 1.-Annual Sick Report, &c.-Continued.
SURGERY AND M1NOR SURGERY.

Dieas. No. of No. of Average Surgeon's Remarks.
Cases. Days. Duration.

Compound comminuted frac.
ture of tibia and fibula (kick
from horse).

Fracture of fibula and disloca-
tion, outward, of foot at ankle
joint.

Fracture of clavicle................
Dislocation of humerus (severe)
Oun-shot wounds (2 from the

north).
Byphilis, acute........................

do chronic...........

Bubo, syphilitic. ...........
Prost-bite ............ , ................
Gum-boil ...........................
Paronychia........................
Sloughing ulcer of palm of hand

(a very serions one).

4becess ............... ...........
Mydrocele ....................
Bernia (McMurchy) .............
Extraction of teeth .............
Contusions (kicks from horses,

some attended with fracture,
and very severe and danger.
ous).

Contusions (less severe) .........
Burns ...................
Scalds... ..............
Ingrowing toe nail..................
Injury to testicle in riding.......
Old stricture of urethra .... ......
Anthrax...... .........
Balanitis ................. .
Incised wounds (some severe)..
Synovitis (knee). ...
pprains . ..... ....... ........
Zite from horse ....... ....

do dog......... .. . ... .
do man ....................

Trurunculus ............

1

.3

5

4
7
1

6
i

55
2
2
1
3

2
6

15

13
1
1
1

34

105

63

24
40

111

134
315

102
66
19
58
35

89
13

7
88

156
12
24
4

19
11
14
21
72
21
49
2
3

13
116

105 This was a serions injury. The mu
(,oY,) sickened with typho-malarial oia
the 25th day; provisional callus wae
re-absorbed es he emaciated; splinte
had to be reznioved, and union was Sot
firm until the 7Oth day; he has a good
leg, 1 inch shortenLed, and is going
about with a crutch; stili in hospituL.

63 Re covered; left hospital ; will soon retifu
to duty ; a first.rate leg.

24 Recovered.
40 do returned to duty.
37 do

26* Returned to duty.
11jU Many of these entered the force with

chronic disease; others are old cacue
sent down from western posas to b.
treated at headquarters, and probably
appear also on the sick reporti of the
posta from which they were sent; ru.
lieved; but soe will haveitt
mately invalided.

17 Recovered; rturned to duty.
1 do do

do do
1 do do

35 This man was admitted with thisdiea
having never been properly eai.
and ho concealinR it, being othervis.
a good man; I retained him until cure&.

14q Recovered; returned to daty.
13 Operated on, and greatly irnproved.

........ On and off for long; ultimately invalide&
1 Recovered; returned to duty.

12# do do

2A do do
12 do do
12 do do
4 do do

6* do do

7

21

31

2
3

13

Not on. death from diseuse or injUrY.

A. JUKE3, M.B., F.C.S.L.,
&nior Surgem.

REGINA, 1st December, 1885.

49 Victoria.
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APPENDIX K.

PRINcR ALBERT, N.W.T., 17th November, 1885.

Bra.-I have the honor to report for your information the following .-
During the past year the health of the men under my care bas been very good..

There bas been a number of cases ot typhoid, malaria (mountain fever) lately, but all
bave made good recoveries.

Venereal affections bave prevailed in a mnuch smaller proportion than in other
years.

During the ten years that I have been in the force no deaths have occurred
amongst the men under my care, with the exception cf the three who were killed
fom the result of the Duck Lake engagement on th 26th March last.

Of those who were wounded dnring that affair all bave made good recoveries.
Constable Pocock's toes were amputated on the 10th of April last (from the

righI foot)the result of severe freezing of that foot rendering the oper ation necessary.
The healing process bas since progressed so favoiably that I anticipate bis soon
being able to walk without crutcibes.

The names of those killed at Duck Lake:-
Constable Gibson, shot through the heart, died on the field.
Constable Arnold, shot through left lung and neck and died next morning.
Constable Garrett, shot through the left lung, died next morning.
TFie names of those wounded at Duck Lake :-
Assistant Commissioner Crozier, flesh wound of right cheek, bullet.
Inspector Howe, fesh wound of calf of right leg, bullet.
Corporal Gilchrist, left thigh fractured by bullet,
Constable Miller, scalp wound, bullet.
Constable Gordon, flesh wound upper part of left leg, bullet.
Constable Wood, flesh wound of left arm, bullet.
Constable Manners Smith, struck on upper part of chest (left) by bullet which

passed upwards, backwards, and dcwnwards, mabing its exit at cwer angle of
shoulder blade, leaving Ibe luing intact.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ROBERT MILLER, M. D.
A sst. Surgeon, N. W.M.P.

Lint.-Col. A. G. Invni<,
Commissioner North-West Mounted Police.

Regina.

A. 1886
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APPENDIX L

FORT MOLEOD 30th November, 1885.

Sii,-In accordance with your instructions I have the honor to present you
with my annual report for 1885.

A review of the monthly sick report shows that the general health of the post,
bas been on the whole fairly good.

The winter months were, as usual, marked with a preponderance of colds and
affections of the throat and bronchial tubes.

During the month's of March, May, June, July and August the sick report was
unusually light; but this may be, in part, accounted for by the fact that a large
number of the men of the division were absent from the post on General Strange's
expedition to the north.

In September the sick report assumed large proportions, the increase being
mainly due to the eight cases of fever. This fever continued during October and
November, fresh cases occurring at intervals until the total amounted to sixteen.

Now, I am happy to say that the lever shows signs of abatement, no new cases
occurring lately, and those already reported convalescing. As this lever is almost
a new feature in this part of the country, I am tempted to say a few words about it.

It is characterized at its inception by all the appearances of a heavy cold, and in
its course, symptoms and treatment is very similar to the fever which prevailed at
Fort Walsh during the years 1879, 1880, 1881 and 1882.

The difference between them is a difference in degree; the fever at Fort Walsh
being much more severe, and long continued.

The cause of the fever is to be found in the climatic conditions of the country.
I tbink there can be ro doubt that the immediate or exciting cause is chill, which if
occasioned by the difference in the day and night temperature of this altitude.

-Why it has been so prevalent this year, while in former years there have been
few or no cases, may be explained by the fact, that this autumn has been an unusually
warm and open one ; the days being sometimes positively bot and the nights very
cool. For this reason, I am inclined to believe, that as the health of the m6n at this

est has not been seriously affected by it in former years, neither will it be in the
fture.

Only two men have been invalided during the past year, ore for recurring
epidynitis, and the other for phtbisis. The sanitary condition of the post is good.
'Ihe barrack rooms, hospital and other quarters, should be provided with double
wirdows, as there bas been a good deal of shrinking in the silLs and draughts are the
conEequeinces. For the same reasons something shculd be done about the wainscot-
ting in the barrack rooms. The hospital bas been improved externally by the
addition of a coal shed and latrine, and, internally, the comfort of the patienta
has been greatly added to by easy chairs, tables, &c.

I think the time has arrived when iron cots should be substituted for the boards
and trestles on which the men sleep. The latter are unsightly and uncomfortable,
and could be replaced by cots at a very reasonable expense.

i have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

G. A. KENNEDY,
Assistant Surgeon, N. W.M.P.

IU.-Con. IRWINE,
Commissionner North-West Mounted Holice,

Regina.

49 Victoria. A. 1886
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NORTII-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

RETUENS showing Diseases Treated at Hospital, Fort McLeod, from 30th November,
1884, to 30th November, 1885.

Number Number
Diseases. of of Average.

Cases. Days.

Strainsa..........................................................................................8 182 23
Chafes ....................................................... 7 22 3
Contusions......... ..... ..................................................................... 12 154 13
Ingrowing toenail ........................ .. .... 1 1
Opthalmia.......... ........... ........................................................ 3 8 3
Varicose veina...............................................................................2 32 16
Incisic wounds............................... .... ....................................... 2 13 6
Fractures..................................................................................... .. 45 45
Frost bites.................................................................................... 4 32 8
Burns...............................,........... .. .......................................... 1 6 6
Fever....................................................... ....... ,.......,.................. 1I 266 17
Rheumatism .................... ........................................................ 9 42 5
Debility .......................... .... ......... 3 45 15
Oough and colde... ....................................................................... 215
Phthisi ................. ........................................ ................ ........ 130
Bubo (8ympathetic) ............ ,................................... il 201 18
Epidynitis.. ........................ ... .... 1 107 107
Syphilis .............. .................................................. ,........... 2 3 6
Chancroid................. ........................ .......... ............................... 10 95 9
Gonorrhoea. ..... ...................... 15 180 12
In.bility of bladder ........................... .............. 1 5 6
Enlarged glands....................................... ....... 114
Boils ................................................... ..................................... 9 51
Indir stion ........ ...........................,.........,,..... ......... ............... ..... 1
Vertigo.............................. 3 ' *

ol tp ................................................................................... 2 2
nstipao........................................................... . .. 6

irro .............. ,.........Q .............................. 36 87 2
Neuralgia.................................................................................... 621
Pain in chet.................................... 1 1
Toothache.............................,...................................................... 7 8
Headache...... ......... ........... ...... .......................................... . 3 3
Barache.. ................. ,......................... ................. 2 3
Deaiesa... . ............ .2 4 2

G. Â. KENNEDY,
Assitant &rcn
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APPENDIX M.

BATTLBFORD, N.W.T., Docember, 1885.
To the Officer Commanding

North-West Mounted Police.

SIR,-In making my annual report for the past year I would beg leave to refer
briefly to the first half of it, when holding the rank of Staff Sergeant, and in medi-
cal charge at Fort Pitt. The health of the small detachment stationed there was
excellent, and the supply of medicines sent us last February was ample. The jour-
ney down on the scow when the post was abandoned, made in very trying weather,
and in many cases with insufficient clothing and blankets, was very well borne by
the men. Constable Loasby, suffering from two severe flesh wounds received the
day we started, bore the journey well, showing how large a factor pure fresh bir ig
in the treatment of wounds. It was impossible to dress his wounds properly, ho
had to be carried on and off the scow, whenever we lauded, often up steep banks,
and on an impromptu stretcher, and yet after six days of such usage bis recovery
was as rapid as any cases of similar severity which came under my notice.

On assuming medical charge of the North-West Mounted Police at Battleford,
in the monih of May last, I found myself, as we were brigaded with the militia,
under the orders of Brigade Surgeon Strange, whose courtesy to the medical staff
of the police, of all ranks, as well as the skill and kindness he exhibited to their
wounded under bis care, have earned for him the gratitude and good wishes of all
who came in contact with him.

Owing to the confusion arising from the number of refugees in the barracks at
the time of the outbreak, which necessitated the occupation of the hospital by half-
breed families, and shortly afterwards as a barrack-room, it was impossible for some
time to keep any record of our prescriptions, and later on the use of one hospital
for the sick of the brigade, and the necessity for a constant interchange of drugs
from one having what the other was deficient in, made it impossible to show
accurately the relative expenditure.

There was during the month of May a brigade hospital tent for the wounded, in
which both police and militia were treated by the brigade medical staff, and my
duties consisted in the medical treatment of the police, the Battleford Rifles, and
two companies of Home Guards. During the month of June I accompanied Gen-
eral Middleton's column in pursuit of Big Bear. We left Battleford on a few hours'
notice, and obtained our supply of medicines from the Brigade Surgeon of the
column we thon joined. Owing to the military necessity of sub-dividing the
column, we were not always as well supplied as was desirable, but this was unavoid-
able, a very few of the men, not of very strong constitutions, suffered from the
hardships of the trip, but it was only necessary to send one man back. Hie was
afterwards invalided.

Early in July, a few days after my return to Battleford, I was placed in medical
charge of Col. Otter's Brigade, and this continued until his departure in October
last. The health of our men was 1good during the summer, but in September last
typhoid or enteric fever broke out, of which there were five severe, well marked
cases, and several other lighter ones, of a more or less doubtful type. Two cases
proved fatal. One (Constable Routledge) was of a very malignant type, and he died
a few days after reporting himêelf sick. The other case (Constable Dyer) proved
fatal from a complication of inflammation of internal organs.

93
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As I have been directed to make a speoial report upon the subject of the hos-
pital building, it will be unnecessary to enter upon the subject now. Every effort
has been made to meet my wishes in this, as well as of ait matters connected with
the health of the men, yet nothing short of a building erected for the purpose of a
hospital, with the conveniences required for such, will meet the requirements of a
large body of mon.

Considering the large number of recruits, the physique of the men is excellent.
There are, however, always a few who are scarcely fitted for the onerous duties our
men are at times called upon to perform without being actually ill; they are une-
qual to any extra strain, thus throwing their duty upon their comrades. This cannot
be readily detected by the examining surgeon on their entering the force, but only
by testing them at the work. In my opinion, it would be more economical to dis-
charge such men at once.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. WIDMER ROLPH, M.D,, L.R.C. Phys, Lond.
Assitant Surgeon.

NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

SHoWING the Number of Cases and Average Duration of Diseases treated, from lst
January to 31st October, 1885.

Number Number
Disease. of of Draeon Surgeon's Remarks.

Cases. Days.

Constipation........................
Influenza............. ..................
Splenitis ........................ ,......

Hadache ............ ............ ......
Indigestion.............................
Hydrocele,.... ...... ,.. .........
Elongated uvula.....................
Swelled thumb...... ........... .....

'Progressive paralysie...............
Lacerated wound..........
Tonsilitis...........................
Mucous patches......................
Bronchitis ........ ......... ............
Scrofnla........................ ........
Cramps ................. ..........
Fistula in ano ........................
Ulcerated mouth ......... ...........
Festered finger.......................
Sprained hand........................
Colic ... .......... .........
Vomiting................... .........
Sprained shoulder ...................
Amygdalitis ................. .. ......
Gustialgias.............................
Arne ...................................
Chills and fever ......... ...........
Bubo...... ..............
Chancre ..... .....................
Ulcerated leg......... ................
Rheumatism ........ ..................
Furnucle................................
Bruise .. ..............................
Chafe ......... ................. .........
Varicose veina...............
Biliousness. ... ...............
Lumbago.................
Odontalgia,...... .................

1
3
2

27ê
4
71
5

8

3

2
9
9
2
14
5p

12

2j
l

Returned to duty.
do
do
do
do
do

Med. and duty.
Returned to duty.

do
do
do
do
do
do

Red. and duty.
Returned to duty.
Med. and duty.
Returned to duty.

do
Red. and duty.
Returned to duty.

do
do
do

Red. and duty.
Returned to duty.

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
de
do
do
do

A. 1886
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SHOWINa the Number of Cases and Average Duration of Diseases treated, from lst
January to 31st October, 1885-Concluded.

Disease.

Sprained ankle ........ .......
Orchitis .....................
Diarrhœra........ ........
Neuralgia ..... . . .........
Excoriation . ....................
Sprained wrist ............... ........
Coryza......... ......
Cough and colds ........... ......
Gonorrhoa ..... ........ ..........
Frost bite................. ............
Urticaria ........ ..................
Nervousneus......... ..................
Chilblain..................... .........
Phymosis and chancre... .........
Incised wound ....................
Gunshot wound ...... ........ ......
Abrasion ............... ...............

yphilis ........... ..................
Cut toe...... ...... ...... ..............
Contusion ......... ....... ............
Sore heel ...... ..................
Vertigo........... ...... ........
Hæamorrhoids .....................
SDrain ....... ....................
Irritable bladder...... ..............
Contusion of testicle ...............
Debility ........ .......................
Bore hand .......... ~..............
Sore throat............. .....
Deafness...........- .......
Plenrisy..................... . ......
Opthalmia ................
Stye ....................
Sun stroke ....... ... ......
Punctured wound ..........
Cut finger ................
Malarial fever ...... .................
Pain in back ..........................
Pain in leg...... . ....... .
Pain in groin .............
Blistered heels.. ... ........
Weak eyes........ ...............
Strain ............... ....
Swelled testicle ...........
Swollen gland....- ............
Injured hand..... .........
Typhoid fever...... ..... .
Burned feet............ . .......
Cold and sore throat .......
Pain in side......... .........
Ulcerated mouth............ .......
'iruised side...... .....-...........
Catarrh .......... .........
Otalgia............... .~............
Strained back .................
out .p..................... .
Sore toe.................
Psoriasis......... .... .... . ......

No. of
Cases.

4
4

40
10
3
1
2

48
24
1
4
1
1
1
5

13
1
3
2
8

2
3
8
3
6
2
8
1
1

41

3
6
2
2
1
1

10
2

2

4
1
1
5
1
2
1
5
1
3
1
2
1
1
2
2
i
1
2

No. of Average
Days Duration.

86
72
62
24
7
3
2

119
109

7
4
1
1
7

21½
18
1H
2

31

2
7

7
6t
186

91

2#
15
21

10

126

15

2

1

iî

14*

2
I

2

24f
à
1
1
1

27
1
1
41

5
1i

Surgeon's Remarks.

One still under treatment.
Returned to duty.

do
do
do
do

Med. sud duty.
Eeturned to uty.

do
do

Red. and duty.
do
do

Returned to duty.
do

Returned to duty.
Med. and duty.
Returned to duty.
Med. and duty.
Returned to duty.
!ded. and duty.
Returned to duty.

do
do
do
do
do
do

Red. and duty.
do

Returned to daty.
do

Red. and duty.
iteturned to duty.

do
do
do
do

Red. and duty.
Returned to duty.

do
Red. and duty.
1 still under treatment.
Returned to duty.

do
do

4 still unler treatment.
Returned to duty.
Med. and duty.

do
do

Still under treatment.
Red. and duty.

do
Returned to duty.

do
do

Med. and duty.

J. WIDMER ROLPU.
Assistant srges.

BATTLEFORD, 7th December, 1885.

A. 1886
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APPENDIX N.

1[ST of the Non.Commissioned Officers and Men of the North- West Mounted Polie»
IKilled in the suppression of the late Insurrection.

Reg. No. Rank and Name. Engagement. Date. Remarks.

1885.
1003 Constable Gibson, T. J. .Duck Lake........Iarch 26.. Kilied in action.
1065 do AMnold, G. P ....... o............do 26... Died 27th March, 1885.
852 do Garrett, G. K ....... do............do 26... do do
635 do Cowan, D. L........Fort Pitt..........April 13... Killed y Indian.
565 Corporal Sleigh, R. B. ......... ut Kife il ay 2... do inaction.
907 do Lowry, W. H. T. do do 2... Died 3rd May, 1885.
402 Constable Burke, P. .......... do . do 2... do do
973 do EUliott, F. F ........ Pt.................. pido 14... Killed by Indians at Batteford,

while scouting.

LiST of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the North-West Mounted
Police Wounded in the suppression of the late Insurrection.

Reg. Rank and Name.No.

Supt. Crozier, L. N. F........
Insp. Howe, J..............
Corp. Gilchrist, T. H. ......
Const. Millar, A .. .........

do Gordon, S. F..........
do Wood, J. J.............
do Manners-Smith, A...

do Loasby, C. ...........
Sergt. Ward, J. H.............

do Fury, W.
,Const. McRae, D..........

Duck Lake.. ....
do .........
do .........
do .........
do ........
do .........
do .........

Fort Pitt ..........
Uut Knife Hill...
Loon Lake...
F r e n c h m a n's

Butte.

1885.

#'rch 26
do 26
do 26
do 26
do 26
do 26
do 26

April 13
May 2
do 28
do 28

Nature of Wound.

Flesh wound, right cheek; bullet.
do calf right leg do

Left thigh fractured; bullet.
Scalp wound; bullet.
Flesh wound, upper part left leg; bullet.

do left arm ; bullet.
Struck on upper part of chest (left) by

bullet, which passed upwards, back-
wards and downwards, making exit at
lower angle of ahoulder blade, leaving
the lung intact.

Wounded both thighs; bullet.
do abdomen do

Shot through body do
Wounded in leg do

532
935

1117
1048
1045

925
36

333
716

i9 !V ictoria.

TX
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LIsT of Prince Albert Volunteers Wounded in the suppression of the late Insurrection.

Engagement. Date.

1885.
Capt. Moore, H. 8......... ............ Duck Lake......... March

Sergt. NcNab, A............ .........

Const. Newett, Chas...... ...........

do Markley, A. ..... ...... ......
Scout Stewart ........ ......

do .........

do .......

do .........
do ........

.Remarks.

26 Shot below the right knee, causing frac-
ture and much comminution of tibia,
and inrobably of fibula........ ...............

26 Flesh wound of upper third of left arm
slight wound of thnmb and first finger
of left hand.

26 Flesh wouad of lower third of thighe
fracture of ring finger, and flesh
wound of middle finger of left hand;
Flight scalp wound,

26 Stiperficial wound of skin over abdomen.
26 Slight wound of skin over chest.

LiST Of Prince Albert Volunteers Killed in the suppression of the late Insurrection.

Rank and Name. Engagement.

Capt. Morton, John................... Duck Lake ... ....

Corp. Napier, Wm................... do ........

Const. Anderson, Jos................ do ........

do Bakie, James .............. do .........
do Elliott, 8. ................... do
do Fisher, Alex.................. do

do Middleton, Robert .......... do ...... ..

do McKenzie, Daniel A ....... ' do ..... ...
do McPhail, Dan................. do .........

Date.

1885.
March

do

do

do
do
do

do

do
do

Remarke.

26 Killed by bullet woind through the left
chest, passing through body.

26 Two sbots ilirougl the chest and one
through leg.

26 Shot through left cheek, ball passing
through head.

26 Shot throigh breast.
26 Shot through chest and leg.
26 Firat shot through leg, and afterwards,

when crawling off ground, through
the head.

26 Shot through the breast, ball entering
under right arm and passing through
chest and out under left arm.

26 Shot through the breast.
26 Shot through the head.

8a- 7

4, Victoria.Ç

Rank and Name.
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DETAILED REPORT

ALL CLAIMS TO LAND

A"» BlUET T- ]P"MTIPA&TI IN

THE NORTH-WEST HALF-BREED GRANT

.BY BUTTLEB8 ALONG TR

SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN AND VICINITY
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PRINCE ALBERT, N.W.T.,
14th December, 1885.

HoN. THoMAs WHITE,
Minister of the Interior,

Ottawa, Ont.

Sm,-In accordance with -rstructions received from you during your late visit
to the North-West, that I should, during my present visit to this District, collect
all possible information regarding the alleged causes of the recent unfortunate
outbreak in the North-West, I have the honor to report as follows. The six alleged
causes are the following :-

1. That the Half-breed settlers did not receive patents for their lands, through
delays, the fault solely of the Government, which rendered it impossible for them to
obtain entry for the lands settled upon ;

2. That, owing to the system of surveys, these parties were unable to obtain the
land they had settled on and improved prior to survey;

3. That they were entitled to the same rights as had been accorded to the Half-
breeds of Manitoba;

4. That the lands on which they had for years resided had been sold over their
beads to others, chiefly speculators;

5. That the timber dues have proved very onerous to them, and were a grave
cause of diasatisfaction; and

6. That the dues for cutting hay on Government lands were also onerous, and
a cause of great dissatisfaction.

The IHalf-breed outbreak has been confined wholly to those living on the
south branch of the Saskatchewan River, above Range 26 west of 2nd Meridian, and
those in the vicinity of anid immediately west of that river, in the neighborhood of
Duck Lake, as shown by the lits enclosed, prepared with great care and from the best
information possible. Louis Marion, a very intelligent lHalf-breed, who has lived in the
vicinity of Duck Lake since 188ï); Louis Schmidt, a Half-breed, who lived from
1881 to 1884 in Township 45, Range 1, west 3rd; Baptiste Boyer, a Half-breed,
who during the past ten years has lived in the vicinity of Batoche; and George
Duck, lately Agent of Dominion Lands, Prince Albert, are my authorities for other
information than that which has been obtained from the affidavits of the parties
themselves, it being necessary to obtain information from other sources than the said
affidavits, as many of the claimants have not come forward, although repeatedly
requested to do so, and give evidence in support of their land claims. The lists include,
I think, every Half-breed who is a settler on or claimant to land in that District, and
who with their families constituted probably upwards of 95 per cent. of the Ialf-breeds
who took an active part, as followers of Riel, in the late outbreak. The remainder
were strangers who had no interest in the country or cause, but were attracted by the
excitement and pillage incident to all such outbreaks; some few probably took part
because their hearts were in it.

During my first visit to Prince Albert, in August, 1883, I instructed Mr.
Gauvreau, thon Assistant Agent, a French Canadian, to visit every French settler,
Half-breed or otherwise, in the District, ascertain what particular quarter-section
he was on, and urge him to make entry. This he did; but, although the Roman Catholic
priest urged them in a like manner, for some reason or other they failud to do so.
Some were deterred through ignorance, thinking that they would have to pay taxos;
others have stated that they feared if they did so the Government might call upon the M
to bear arms, but against what foe does not appear to have been very clear to them.
Like all ignorant peopie, a few designing, miýchievous men who have their ear, can
work on their ignoriicc and prejndices for the advancement of their own selfish ends.
This is particularly rioticeable in the case of those who settled subsequent to surveyalong the South Saskatchewan River. In spite of the fact that every Dominion Landâ
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Act which has ever been in force bas contained a provision making it an illegal
proceeding to settle on land subsequent to survey without first obtaining entry
thereto, the necessity of which is obvious, many of them have done so,
while others have squatted on odd sections, -Hudson's Bay Company and
School lands, knowing that they were set apart and not open for Homestead
entry. It is said that they were urged to settle in this manner by certain parties
who for some reason or another thought it advisable to concentrate settlement along
the banks of the river as much as possible. While on this point it might b3 as well
to direct your attention to the fact that the contention bas always been for ton
chain lots, and that many have preferred and all would prefer, if the land weri avail-
ble, claims of twenty chains; whereas, many of the leaders in the moverent have
preferred claims and entered by quarter-sections, thus by their own acts protesting
against the ten chain contention.

Another, and the strongest point, is that except in the cases of the clainants to
those portions of Sections 1, 2, 11 and 12, lying east of the Saskatchewan in Township
45, Range 1, west 3rd, every other settler could practically obtain what he desired,
by taking legal sub-divisions or portions thereof, as bas since been done. I explained
this to the Rov. Père André, in an interview which I had with him in the autumn
of 1883, as I also did to the Rev. Père Vègréville and Mr. Charles Nolin, in an
interview in January, 1884. In fact, whenever the question came up I urged these
people to take their claims in this way if they insisted in settling in this manner,
thus saving the expense of a re-urvey and the delay incident to the same, stating
also that the Government, having once surveyed the country, would not be justified
in going to the expense of a re-survey merely to suit the ideas of those who settled
subsequent to such survey, and further, that those who were there prior to the survey
would have strong grounds for insisting on entry being given as the law and system of
survey required, viz., by quarter section. If the Government in these cases made a re-
survey at the public expense, every other community and settlement throughout the
Whole country would have as good grounds for having surveys changed to suit
their convenience, whims, or caprice. Other officials of the Government have also
explained this to them. In all the interviews with these people they stated that
they L, been promised a river-lot survey. They seem to have based this assertion on
the promises made by the Minéter of the Intorior to the Revd. Père Leduc and Mr.
Maloney of St. Albert, which was that when several had settled together prior to
survey, and whose holdings could not be made to conform to the sectional system of
survey. in such cases the river lot system of survey would be adopted. Attention
should be particularly directed to the fact that in all the potitions and letters pre-
sented by Père Leduc and Mr. Maloney to the Minister of the Interior, not the slight.
est mention is made of the settlers on the South Saskatehewan desiring river lots.
They represented the settlers at St. Albert, Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewan. In the
petition presented by Père Leduc and Mr. Maloney the settlers ask treatmont similar
to that which bas been granted the settlers in Manitoba, and also at Prince Albert
in the North-West. This treatment had been granted to the settlers on the South
Saskatchewan in the river lot survey of the Parish of St. Laurent. Some considerable
delay in granting entry occurred owing to " One Arrow's " Indian Roserve coming so
close to the river that many of the lots could not have their two miles, which the set-
tIers insisted on having. To this the consent of the Indians had first to be obtained
and the necessary change in the survey effected and the plans prepared, so that it
was not till November, 1884, that the office was in a position to grant entry.

Along the South Saskatchewan, outside the Parish of St Laurent, prior to the
survey, there were only seventeen families settled, and they extended along 60 miles of
the banks of the river (counting both banks). The contention that the expense of a
survey into river lots of that area should bave been made to suit that number of
settlers is absurd. Further, there is yet no evidence to show that such a survey was
desired, in fact the actions of the majority would indicate the contrary. Ekery one
of them could have obtained entry by a quarter or halfof a half-section, coveyinig ail
their improvements, without interfering with the claime of others. The lists show who
those seventeen were.

A. 1886
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In March, 1884, I instructed Mr. George Duck (the plan of the Paris h of St.
Laurent having just been received, the change in the survey of the Indian Reserve,
however, not being effected until the following November,) to proceed to that parish
to take evidence in support of those claimq there, and all others above and below the
Fame. lie engaged the services of the Rev. Père André to assist him in explaining
to these people the objecL of his visit; he obtained applications from nearly all the
claimants, from the upper part of the settlement down to the south limuit of Town-
ship 45, Range 1, west 3rd. In this Township, owing to a bend in the river,
there were several disputed claims, which at tne time could only be arraniged by
making a traverse of the improvements, which is now being done. If, at the time of
survey, these claimants in said portion of Township 45 had furnished the surveyors
with the information necessary to adjust their claims, they ould have been settled
so soon as this Township was open for entry, viz., Septomber, 1881; but, since
then, through transfers and seulement by others thereon, they have become very
complicated. If, at anytime since then, these parties in said portion of Township 45,
had united and furnished the Department, by means of survey, with the information
necessary, the whole matter might have been arraneed and entry granted long since.
Below tbat point the settlers had taken up their claims in such a w:y that, with the
information on the Township map, the river keeping across the entire lands claimed
in an almost due easterly course, it was not deened necessary to visit them on the
ground to adjust the claims ; these parties it was thought would be able to state, on
application at the office, what lands were claimed by theni, Many, although notified
to make their applications for entry, refused to do so, in some casei purposely
leaving their bouses when visited for that pur pose, and acting in this mianner although
urged by their priests and others to do as requested.

The information and evidence obtained by Mir. Da'k having reached Winnipeg
in June, shortly after I had started for Edmonton and Battleford to investigate and
adjust the squatters' claims in those localities, Mr. Walsh deemed it advisable
t bey should not be acted upon by the Land Board in my absence. On my return to
Winnipeg, late in the autumna, they were taken up and tho necessary recommendations
made; and between the z7th February and the 6th Marih, 1885, ail the claimants
were notified to comne forward and make entry; and tho-e who were entitled to pte.' !,
having resided on their claims three years, were inforited that upon their applying
for patent the same would issue without delay. Oaly one euhy has sinue been
made, and that was by the Rlev. Pòre Moulin, ou behali of tUo Corporation of the
Revds. Pères Oblats.

For convenience the lists have been divided into three classes, and I trust that the
information contained in such lists of claimants before referred to, and the rernarks
thereon, will be found sufficiently fait and explicit. These three classes are as
follows:-

1. Those who settled on the west bank of the Saskatchewan and in the neighbor.
hood of Duck Lake, whosince September, t881, bave had an opportunity to make
entry for their lands and apply for their patents so soon as the necessary three years
residence had been completed, so that the question of surveys or patents doos not
affect any in this list.

There are in this list 75 residents as claimants. Of these 14 had settled prior
to the survey having been made on the ground, 2 of whom have not yet made entry.
Prior to the land being open for entry, and subsequent to the field work being done,
the records of the Prince Albert office show that four other parties had squatted on
the land, none of whom have yet made entry, although for four years they could have
done 80 any day they applied.

lIn 18b1 entry was made by................. ....................... 2 persons.
1882 do ............. .................... 21
1883 do ........... ......... .... 23
1884 do ..... .......................... ....... 8
1885 do ............. .................... 1

8b-1½
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This makes a total of 55 claimants of this class who made entry, leaving 20 who
have not yet made entry.

Of those who effected entry 12 were natives of England, Switzerland, the Pro-
vinces of Ontario or Quebec.

Three claimants have lands elisewhere, either entered as a homestead claimed
by virtue of squatting, or baving been squatted upon by others and purchased by
them therefrom.

Nine have made application for patent, and to eight of them patents have issued,
one application not baving been approved on account of insuff!cient improvements.

2. List of cl!imants to land along both banks of the Saskatchewan River south
of Township 45, Iange 1, Section 11, W. 3rd.

The line is drawn south of this township, because in it the river makes a bend
of nearly 900 to the east; above the bend the course of the river is very nearly due
north; and below the bond nearly due east. As has been already explained, this
enabled the claims to be laid out with a width of 10 chains fronting on the river
and to be allotted by legal sub-divisions or fractional portions thereof without
requiring a survey on the ground. This list includes the claims of 138 settlers, of
whom 49 are on lots in the Parish of St. Laurentwhich parish contains 71 lots, and of
whicb the survey was completed in 1879, but owing to the dispute between the set-
tiers and " One Arrow " indians about the location of the Indian Reserve, as has been
already mentioned, it was not till November, 1884, that entries could be granted them.
When the plan was sent to the agent in March, 1884, so much time had elapsed after
the survey had been done on the ground that it was feared complication might arise,
and, as the result proved, disputes over certain of the claims had arisen: therefore, 1,
at that date, verbally instructed Mr. Duck not to grant entry until he had gone through
the entire parish, and obtained the evidence necessary to adjust such disputes. So
inuch time had been occupied in obtaining the requisite evidence, as has been
explained, that the parties were not notified till late in the following February, or
early in March, none later than the 6th March, to come forward and make entry.
Out of the 138 only one has done so up to this date.

Of the 89 renairirig claimants, 15 had settled prior to survey, 8 of whom had
made entries according to sectional survey, and are as follows:-

Joseph Paranteau, entered 20th October, 1S82; patent issued 10th Nov., 184.
Isidore Dumont, jun., entered 16th February, 1883; patent issued 17th May, 1884.
Isidore -Dumont, en ., entered 19th November, 1883; patent issued 9th May, 1884.
Abram Bélanger, entercd 2nd June, 1884; patent issued Sth INovember, 1884.
Pierre Garripie, entered 23rd February, 1883.
Rev. Père Fourmond, entered 26th October, 1882.
Alex. P. Fisher, entered 22nd January, 1883.
Gabriel Dumont, entered Lst Mardh, 1883.
Isidore Dumont, sen., was the father of Gabriel Dumont (Riel's commander-in-

chiel) and of Isidore Dumont, jun.
In what is known as the Tourond Settlement, near Fish Creek, 12 had made

entries according to the sectional survey, as follows:--
Calixtle Tourond, Township 41, Range 1, W. 3, entered 3rd March, 1884.
Pierre Tourond do 4 i do 1, W. 3 do 10th March, 1884.
Patrice Tourond do 41 do 1, W, 3 do 3rd March, 1884.
Maurice lenry do 41 do 1, W. 3 do 12th June, 1884.
Napoleon Venue do 42a do 1, W. 3 do 15th March, 1884.
Roger Goulet do 42a do 1, W. 3 do 15th March, 1884.
William Fidler do 42a do 1, W. 3 do 26th March, 1884.
Pierre Bellegarde do 42a do 1, W. 3 do 26th March, 1884.
Toussaint Laplante do 41 do 2, W. 3 do 2nd June, 1884.
David Tourond do 41 do 2, W. 3 do 10th March, 1884.
Josephte Tourond do 41 do 2, W. 3 do 3rd March, 1884.
Elzéar Tourond do 41 do 2, W. 3 do 3rd March, 1884.

4
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These are not exactly on the river, but in the vicinity.
In thit- lis 34 had resided on their lands three years.
The rem-ainiî.g 58 settled subsequent to survey without obtaining entry, and

insisted on having the survey changed to suit their ideas.
Out of the 138 claimants, 36 failed to furnish any evidence as to the nature of

their claims; 8 had made entry, which, with the addition of tb 12 in the Tourond
settlement, made 20 in all, any of w hom when entitLed to paLeit could havo obtained
it on application; leaving 74 claimants who had filed evidence of occupation in
the spring of 18S4, and 8 who had ma.l application, but who had male no settle-
ment on the land.

In this list, those whio had filed ovidence settled in the followirg year i:

Wthin the Parish Survey. Outside.
I 1872 ............. 2 ................................... 0

1873........ .. ...................... 2..................... . 0
1874 ................. ........... 2. ....... .... ......
1875................ ....... ...... 0 .................................. 1
1Z76 ............................................ Z

.. 7...................... 3 ....................... .... 91
1878...... ........................... 1 ........ ................. ........ 2

879......................2........................ z
.88 ................. ... ........................ 6

1881...................................4 ...... ............. ..... 16
1882................................. 7 ........................... 16
1883 .......................... 8 ........................... l
1884...................... .......... 2 ................................... 0

37 37
It will thus be seen that in the whole list 34 'had resided 3 years on the land. If

there were any more it is wholly tiir own fault that the Department was not seized
of sufficient information to know whether they were entitled to patents or not.
Twenty of theso were within the river lot survey, and the delay in according entry
thereto has already beeti explained; the remaining 14 could long ere thiL have had
entry if they wishoi

3. List of claimants to lani along the south bank, and in the vicinity of the
South Saskatchewan River, below the south limit of Township 45, Range 1, West
3rd, known as St. Louis de Langevin, which list includes 45 claimants in al.

Of these patent has issued to one, Michael Canny.
Nine of these have had opportunity to make entry since September, 1881, but

only one has done so-the said Michael Canny. Canny appeared before tue in
January or February, 1884, and made his application for patent, by quarter sections ;
his neighbours, Lepine, Nolin, Damais and others, protested, on the ground that
Canny had agreed with them that ho would not make entry. They stated that they
had all agreed not to make entry, thinking that, by such a course, the G-rovernment
ultimately would re-survey the land along the river into river lots. Four of them
have proferred claims, two thiough purchase, the other two through their own
actions; but these come within the disputed portion in Township 45, Range 1, west
3rd, already aliuded to. Entry could not be given on account of these parties not
having furnished the information required to adjust their dispute. Of the remaining
32, 4 made entry in 1883, shortly after the land was open for entry; 2 made entry in
1885. The remainder have not yet applied for entry, but have furnished this month
the evidence necessary to enable the Department to know what lands are cLimed by
them.

It might be well to mention that the part of Township 15, Range 2S., west 2nd
lying south of the Saskatchewan River, though not surveyed till 1882, lad its west
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limit run in 1877, and the part north of the river was surveyed in l78, so that anyone
settling in the portion south of the river since 1878, which was open for entry only
in 18R8, could'have readily asceytained upon what lands he was situated.

Thirteen of the 55 claimants were on the land prior to survey, or at least before
the land v as open for entry, and could have obtained entry at any time on applica.
tion ; 3 settied on the land in 1872.

1 settled on land in 1879.
3 " " 1880.
6 " " 1882.

12 " c 1883.
3 " b 1884.
4 " c 1885.

Th.rtoen have not yet begun residence but are merely claimants, 6 have made
homestead entry, so that in March, 1885, there were only 7 who by length of residence
were entitled to patents and who could have obtained them if they had conformed to
survey, and their right not disputed by others ; 4 however were thus disputed as has
already been mentioned.

Out of the 258 claimants included in the 3 lists, 40 had resided on their claims
3 years, 20 could not obtain entry on account of the disputed boundary between the
Parish of St. Laurent and "One Arrow" Indian reive, ns heret fore explained, 4 were
the disputed claims in Township 45, Range I west 3rd, also explained, and the remain-
ing 16 could have effected entry and made application if they had so desired. The
20 claimants in the Parish of St. Laurent were notified not later than the 6th March,
1885, that they could make entry and obtain patents.

But going back to, say 6th March, 1884, and assuming that thedelay in granting
-entries in St. Laurent Parish was wholly the fault of the Government, we find that at
that date only 10, or less than 4 per cent. of the 258 claimants were entitled to
patents.

Ont of the 258 claimants, 175 are Manitoba half breeds; 24 are enumerated as
North-West half-breeds; 18 are enumerated as doubtful whether Manitoba, North-
West, American or treaty-taking half-breeds; 39 are American treaty-taking half-
breeds and others who are not half-breeds.

Of the '24 enumerated as North-West half-breeds, 8 failed to appear before the
Half Breed Commission, and as neither descendants of them nor hoirs thereto appeared,
it may be safely argued that they were not entitled to any rights as North-West
half-breeds.

Of the 18 enumerated as doubtful, 16, or any descendants or heirs of them, failed
to appear before the Half-Breed Commission, leaving 4 who possibly are North.
West half-breeds.

Deducting the 8 who failed to appear and adding the 4 doubtful ones who
possibly are genuine, gives 20 North West half-breeds, being less than 8 per cent. of
the whole.

Taking all who are enumerated as North-West half-breods, and assuming those
considered as doubtful, if correctly placed, would ieave about the same proportion, so
that less than 10 per cent. are North-West half-breeds.

Taking all who are enurnerated as North-West half-breeds, and doubtful, would
make 44, which is but 17 per cent. of the whole.

The total number of applicants of male adults before the Half-Breed Commission
at Dnck Lake and Batoche were 15, women and children 52.

Now we come to Riel's councillors and leaders in the agitation, other than Riel
himself.

Gabriel Dumont, councillor in chief, a North-West half-breed, had made
entry for bis land on the 1st March, 183, and if entitled to patent could have
>obtained it.

Joseph Delorme, second in command, a Manitoba half-breed, first made
improvements on his claim in 1882 and began residence the same year; the total
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value of the improvements on bis claim is $150.00. As ho settled subsequent to sur-
vey ho could have obtained entry had ho conformed to the survey s.e made.

Philip Garnot, a native of the Province of Quebec, first begar residence on a
claim purchased from Charles Nolin in 1883, the improvements were valued by him
at $900.00, and as ho settled subsequent to survey ho could have obtained entry had
ho conformed to survey.

Baptiste Boucher, a Manitoba half-breed, first came to the Saskatchewan in 1882,
and bas never applied for entry.

Moses Ouellette, a Manitoba half-breed, refused to appear to give evidence, so I
eannot state as to bis land claims, except that ai the time of the outbreak he was a
resident on a river lot in the Parish of St. Laurent.

Baptiste Parauteau, a Manitoba half-breed, bas been Living on his claim, a river
lot in the Parish of St. Laurent, since 1872.

Pierre Paranteau, sen., a Manitoba half-breed, first settled on a river lot in the
Parish of St. Laurent in 1882.

Emmanuel Champagne, a North-West half-breed, first settled on the land
claimed by him in 1877, a river lot in the Parish of St. Laurent.

Norbert Delorme, a Manitoba half-breed, first settled on a river lot in the Parish
of St. Laurent in 1880.

aeas Poitras, son., a Manitoba half-breed, first settled on bis claim in 1875, and
could have made entry and obtained patent since early in 1884 if ho had so desired.

Joseph Vandalle, a Manitoba half-breed, first settled on the land claimed by him
in 1882, and could have made entry had ho conformed to survey as made prior to
his settlement.

Pierre Henry, a Manitoba half-breed, first settled on his claim in 1882, came to
the Saskatchewan in the same year, could have made entry had ho conformed to the
survey as made.

Francois Fiddler, a Manitoba half.breed, settled not prior to 1882, abstained
from giving evidence, could have obtained entry had ho conformed to survey made
at the time of his settlement.

David Tourond, a Manitoba half-breed, lad a homestead entry in Township 41,
Range 2, West 3rd, made entry on the luth March, 1884; first came to the Saskatche-
wan in 1882.

Calixte Tourond, a Manitoba balf-breed, had a homestead entry in Township 41,
Range 3, West 3rd, made eutry 3rd March, 1884; first came to the Saskatchewan in
1882.

Maxime Lepine, a Manitoba half-breed, settled on land subsequent to survey,
but it being a sebool section and ho knowing it was such, could not obtain entry,
desired that it be given as a river lot, though from sales ho has made to others ho
o-iginally must have claimed at loast 40 chains irontage on the river.

Alexander Fisher, a Manitoba half-breed, made a homestead entry and had been
told, prior to outbreak, that ho could have his patent any time ho applied for it.

Philip Garripie, a Manitoba half-breed, had claims on the river, one of which
ho sold to Hayter Reed in 1878. This claim according to the description would also
cover parts of the claims of several other settlers and contained 400 acres, another
claim was also sold by him to T. J. Agnew for $2,000, in 1882, which is described
as the S. J, Section 12, Township 45, Range 1, West 3rd; ho thon went and squatted
on land in about Township 44, Range 27, West 2nd, but neither himseif nor family have
ever proferred any evidence in support of same though knowing it was surveyed.

Charles Nolin, a Manitoba half-breed, at one time Minister of Agriculture for
Manitoba. He lft Manitoba in 1>78 or 1879 and settled at Touchwood Hills; after
residing there for some time ho sold the claim upon wbich he had been living and,
in 1882, moved on to a claim in Township 42, Range 1, West 3rd, thon surveyed. He
lived a year on this land and then sold bis cluim to Pbilip Garnot, the Seeretary of
Riel's council, and in 1883 squatted on Section 11, Township 45, Range 2S, West znd,
a school section, and thon surveyed.
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Michel Damas, a Manitoba half-breed, first came to the country in 1880, settled
on Section 11, Township 45, Range 28, West 2nd, and sold his claim to Thomas McKay
in 1882; never applied for entry.

Napoléon Nault, a Manitoba half-breed, a cousin of Riel, and who, with Lepine, is
said to have, on the suggestion of Riel himself during his visit to Manitoba in 1883,
started the agitation and so shaped matters that a delegation was appointed to pro-
ceed to Montana and invite him to come and head the movement on the Saskatehe-
wan, first came to the district in 1878, had two claims, one lot 26, St. Laurent Parish,
and the other on the west side of the river, nearly opposite. He might bave made
entry for the land on the west side of the river which has been opened for entry
since September, 1881, he lived on this claim for some time and in 1882 removed to
lot 26, St. Laurent, upon which ie continued to reside up to the time of the outbreak.

Of the 21 enumerated, which includes all those prominent in the movement and
instigators of the outbreak:-

One was a native of the Province of Quebec.
One was a North-West half.breed, and 19 were Manitoba half-breeds who had

received their lands and scrip under the Manitoba Act in Manitoba, as cither heads
of fanilies or as minors.

Four had obtained entry and could have obtained patents if entitled thereto.
Eleven settled subsequent to survey, and could have obtained entry at the date

of settlement had they conformed to the survey as then made.
Five were settled on river lots in St. Laurent Parish, and early in March, 1885,

they were notified to come forward and make entry and obtain patents if entitled
thereto. Thev were assured in May, 1884, by flr. George Duck, and by myself in
January and February preceding, that entry would be granted them shortly.

One (Philip Garripie) had already disposed of two land claim-, one for tae con-
sideration of $2,000, and had afterwards squatted on surveyed lands without apply-
ing for entry.

It has been stated that the location of the Land Office at Prince Albert was
inconvenient to these people. It has also been stated that objection to making entry
was, to some considerable extent, caused by certain parties who thought that ulti-
mately the Government would by such a course be compelled to establish a land
agency at Batoche, and one of themselves constituted agent. All the half-breeds in
the Prince Albert district freight more or less. The headquarters for freighting is at
Prince Albert, where they deliver the freight and are paid, and there is scarcely
a half breed male adult in the district who does not at least once, and many of them
several times in every year, visit Prince Albert.

These people are frequently buying and selling their claims prior to survey or
entry, or previous to obtaining a recommendation for patent, and no amount of
explanation seems to make them understand that such transfers are illegal.

FUEL QUESTION.

The total amount collected as timber dues, from all the settiers embraced in
these three lists since the establishment of a Crown Timber Office, amounts to $80,25,
-which, divided by 258 the number of claimants, amounts to 81 cents each for two
years, or at the rate of 15½ cents each year for each settler. Of that amount $55.25
was paid by four settlers for timber dues for erection of stores and shops, leaving
$25 which has been paid by the remaining 254 settlers as office fees on homestead
permits, known as free permits-10 cents for each settler for two years, or at the
rate of 5 cents per settler per annum.

HAY PERMITs.

As you are aware the object of hay permits was to protect the small settler
against the lauge stockman or spctulator, ai.d it las always eei optival with
settlers whether they touk out permits or not. If they chose they could" continue
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the practice of the past by cutting hay anywhere. This has been explained to these
people. They have never been asked to take out any permits or pay any dues, the
hay being plenty and no large stockrnen or speculators to interfere with them. The
hay for the town of Prince Albert, or any large stockmen in that district, has
been obtained elsewhere than in the neighborhood of these settlers.

lst. This report shows that of all the 258 settlers at the time of the outbreak,
not one was unable to obtain patent for his land through the action or rather non-
action of the Government, and even in March, 1884, there were only 10 cases of delay,
which delay was caused by the conflicting surveys of One Arrow's Reserve and the
St. Laurent Parish.

2nd. That not one man of the 258, or any one else who ever resided in the dis-
trict, ever lost one inch of land through the system of survey, when such survey was
made subsequent to bis settlement thereon.

3rd. That 92 per cent. of the 258 had no rights as North West half-breeds. Of
that 9? per cent., those who were half-breeds had participated in all the rights
accorded those people in the Province of Manitoba.

4th. That not one settler in the district had an acre of land sold over bis head
to which he had any claim, or had even preferred one.

5th. That the timber dues were not onerous, amounting only to five cents per
settler per annum.

6th. That the hay permit question never affected thom in the remotest degree.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

WM. PEARCE,

Superintendent.
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