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PART III.

OFFICE O? THE COMMISSIONER,
NoRTii-WEsT MOUNTED POLICE,

The Right Honorable 
1st February, 1882.

The Minister of the Interior,
Ottawa,

SIR,-In submitting myannual Report, Ishall first call attention to the surrender
of Sitting Bull and the refugee Sioux.

It is, I think, a matter of the utmost congratulation that the Dominion Govern-
mnent bas thus peacefully effected the surrender of a warlike and powerful nation of
Indians, whose presence in our country has necessarily been a source of continued
and perpetual anxiety. In connection with this surrender I trust the Government
bas every reason to be gratified with the manner in which its policy bas been carried
into effect by the force under my command.

It will be remembered that in 1877, soon after the Custer fight, Sitting Bull and
1-is followers, numbering some 150 lodges, crossed the boundary lino to seek shelter
in British possessions. It was astounding with whatrapidity the newsofSitting Bull's
Safe arrival in Canida was transmitted to other branches of Sioux who had, up to
that time, remained in the United States. This news quickly had the effect of
rendering our country attractive to the remainder of the hostile Indians who bad
taken part in the Custer fight, their numbers boing augmented by large bands of
Indians of the same tribes who previously had been located in Amorican reservations-
In other words, a general stampede took place, and in an extremety short time Canada
became the home of every-Sioux Indian who considered himself antagonistic to the
American Government. In all, they numbored some 700 lodges; these lodges being
crowded, it may safely bo estimated that they contained eight souls to a lodge; thus
sluddenly we had our Indian population increased in a very undesirable manner by
Somne five thogsand six hundred souls. In addition to Sitting Bull, we had such
'celebrated chiefs as "Spotted Eagle," " Broad Trail," " Bear's IIead," " The Flying

ird," " The Iron Dog," " Little Knife," and many others.
At that time the savage warfare that these Sioux Indians had engaged in against

the Jnited States was fresh in the public mind, as were also the many Indian outrages
Conmmitted against American settlers; the press teemed with graphie descriptions as
to the doings of the savages, whose presence caused such consternation among settiers
and intending immigrants. Their power and warlike disposition was quoted again
and again. Recollections of the Minnesota massacre were publicly revived, and large
lumbers of United States troops wore hurried forward and posted along the Western
Prontier. It was not thon to be wondored at, that when the Sioux crossed over into
Canadian territory, universal uneasiness prevailed.

Not only were the fears of our actual and intending settlers aroused, but our own
Indians and Half-breeds looked with marked, and not unnatural, disfavor upon the
presence of so powerful and savage a nation (for such it really was) in their midst.
We were assured on all sides that nothing short of an Indian war would be on our
bands; to add to this, serious international comp iations at times seemed inulined to
Present themselves. Both the American and anadian press kept pointing out the
POssibility of such a state of affairs coming about.

The press of Manitoba even urging that a regiment of mounted troops, in addi-
tion to the police, should be sent to the North-West to avoid international complica-
tions and the interruption of trade.

' Prom the above it will be seen the position in which the Police Force was placed.
Prom 1877 u to the past year we maintained a supervision and control of the Sioux.
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It would need more time than I have at my command and force my report to assume,
too voluminous an aspect were I to give even a short summary of the perpetual state
of watchfulness and anxicty we were kept in during these years, to say nothing of
the hard service we were constantly being called upon to perform. Every move-
ment of the Sioux was carefully noted and reported upon. The severity of the north-
west winter was nover allowed to interfere in the slightest degree with the police
duty considered necessary to perform.

Already many reports, official and semi-official, have been forwarded through
various channels on what was considered the vexed '. Sioux question."

At one time many people were of opinion that " Sitting Bull" and bis band of
immediate followers would never be induced to surrender to the United States, the
impression being that these undesirable settlers were permanontly located in our
territor ies. You are aware that ever since the receipt of the message and instruc-
tions contained in your telegram of the 28th October, 1880, I have been of opinion
that eventually a surrender could be brought about. Ir Iast year's Report I wrote,
"I trust that at no very distant date ' Sitting Bull' and his followers will have quietly
surrendered to the United States authorities." Time bas proved the correctness of
my surmise. Since the writing of the Report from which the above is an extract, I
have kept yon fully informed of the negotiations carried on with the Sioux, as well as
the difficulties to be overcome, the intricate and delicate manner with which we had
to deal with even the smallest details relating to their ultimato surrender. You are,
therefore, conversant with the many complications that have arisen, all of which
delayed materially the surrender so much desired, and, I am happy to say, eventu-
ally effected. You are also aware of the questionable and discreditable influence that
was brought to bear by small traders and others in anticipation of inducing the Sioux
to remain in Canada.

Of " Sitting Bull's" visit to Qu'Appelle, I have already informed you; on his
return to Wood Mountain, ho vainly strove to bring forward some pretext by which
ho and bis followers might remain on Canadian soil. Finally recognizing that
nothing beyond right of asylum would be afforded him, this once mighty chief
left our Wood Mountain Post for the purpose of surrendering to the United States
authorities at Fort Buford, U.S.

Almost immediately after Sitting Ball's departure from Wood Mountain, I reached
that place; on arrival I instructed Inspector Macdonell to proceed to Fort Buford,
notify the American authorities, and telegraph you on Sitting Bull's surronder. A»
I have previously reported, this officer carried out my instructions most satisfactorily.

The final surrender was made at Fort Buford, U.S., on the 21st July last, in
presence of Inspector Macdonell.

Before leaving this subject I cannot refrain from again placing on record my
appreciation of the services rendered by Superintendent Crozier, who was in com-
mand at Wood Mountain during the past winter. I also wish to bring to the favor-
able notice of the Dominion Goverument the loyal and good service rendered by
Mr. Legarée, trader, who at all times used his personal influence with the Sioux
in a manner calculated to further the policy of the Government, bis disinterested and
honorable course being decidedly marked, more particularly when compared with that
of other traders and individuals. At the final surrender of the Sioux, Mr. Legar4e
must bave been put to considerable personal expense, judging from the amount of
food and other aid supplied by him.

Tour of Ris Excellency the Governor-General through the Northl-West Territories.

By a letter f rom F. White, Esq., Comptroller, North-West Mounted Police, I was
informed that His Excellency the Governor-General had decided to visit the North-
West. I also learned that an escort of the North-West Mounted Police Force
would bo required to accompany His Excelloncy, together with a certain number of
additional men to act as teamstere, &c.
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I at once communicated with the Comptroller on the subject, pointing ont the
various details that required consideration and action. Similar letters were written
to Superintentents Herchmer and Crozier. The officers commanding at Battleford
and Fort Macleod were informed as regards the supply of forage, &c., required, and
the points at which such supplies should be delivered along the road.

The escort and additional men required were furnished from headquarters.
Their equipment was made as complete as possible, and the necessary stores they
required were carefully selected.

On the 14th July the escort, under the command of Scrgt.-Major Lake, left Fort
Walsh for Qu'Appelle; it had been arranged that Supt. lerchmer should meet them
at that place.

The following is a copy of the " Marching Ont Stato:"-

Marching Out State of Escort for His Excellency the Governor General.

FORT WALSH, 14th July, 1881.

- Rexnarks.

cort........ ................* 3 15 19 31 3 *One Sergeant for escort duti
has already left for Qu -
Appelle vid Wood Moun-
tain.

Attached............... 2...... ......... 1 3......... ......... As artificers and teamsters.

Total ................ 3 ......... 3 16 22 31 3

The distance from Fort Walsh to Fort Ellice, the point ut which the escort was
ordered to meet His Excellency, is some 443 miles. This being the case, I started
the escort at an early date in order that the horses might have sufficient time to re-
cuperate after their long journey before proceeding with His Excellency.

As soon as possible after the arrival of the remounts sent to Fort Walsh, I for.
Warded a relay Io Battleford to be in readiness at that point to supply a change of
horses. These were augmented by the horses available at Battleford.

It was calculated that the horses furnished the escort and the remounts pur-
chased at Winnipeg would be sufficient to transport His Excellency and party to
B-attleford, which they successfully did.

I should have stated that I also communicated with the Comptroller as to the
arount of transport ut my command, and in this manner we were enabled to arrive
at a satisfactory conclusion as to the additional quantity required.

In reply to my communication to Superintendent Crozier, I learned that the
contractors ut Fort Macleod had failed to deliver in accordance with the terms of
their contract, the required amount of oats; alsô, that the supply of oats obtainable
from outside sources was very limited. I therefore decided to transport the oats
fnom Fort Walsh to Fort Macleod, and thence to Fort Calgary; also, to send a
Sufficient quantity along the trail it was supposed Ris Excellency and party would
take. In securing the necessary transport I experienced no little difficulty.
. Having decided to furnitsh a second relay of horses at Fort Calgary, and having
nstructions from you to moet Ris Excellency at or near that place, I considered it
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advisable that this relay should accompany me from Fort Walsh; the strength of the-
relay to be inereased as far as possible at Fort Macleod.

On the 15th August, accompanied by my Adjutant, Superintendent Cotton, I
left Fort Walsh with a small party of non-commissioned officers and nen and
twenty-six horses for Fort Macleod, where we arrived on the 19th. I was hero
apprised that Superintendent Crozier had sent, as ordered, 3,600 pounds of oats on to
Fort Calgary. With much difficulty I managed to arrange for transport to convey a
furtber supply to that place. I also sent two constables in charge of some carts con-
taining oats, which I had hoped would meet His Excellency and the escort ut the
crossing of the Red Deer River.

On the 22nd of August Superintendent Cotton and myself left Fort Macleod for
Fort Calgary accompanied by the relay of horses, While in camp for the night (22nd
August) a messenger fron Fort Macleod overtook me with a mail by which I
leained that His Excellency was expected to arrive at Calgary on the 7th September.
We reached Calgary on the 24th August.

During my stay at Fort Macleod Mr. Norman Macleod, the Indian Agent at
that place, informed me that he had received instructions from the Assistant Indian
Commissioner to take such steps as he deemed necessary to afford Ris Excellency
aa opportunity to visit Morleyville. As Mr. Macleod was unable to leave Fort
Macleod, he requested me to take the matter in hand. I accordingly left Fort
Calgary, on the 25th August, for Morleyville, where I arrived on the 26th. Unfor-
tunately it afterwards transpired that time prevented His Excellency paying the
proposed visit to Morleyville.

The Rev. J. Macdougall and Lis brother, Mr. David Macdougall, rendered overy
possible assistince in making the necessary arrangements.

We returned to Calgary on the 27th August, and on the lst September I received
a mail containing a letter informing me that the programme of His Excellency's
tour, as originally laid down, had been changed. The proposed return to Winnipeg
by boat down the Bow River and transport across the prairie was to be abandoned.
His Excellency and party were now to proceed from Fort Calgary to Fort MacLeod,
and thence to Winnipeg by way of Fort Shaw and Helena, Montana, U.S

Owing to this change I wrote, on the 3rd September, to the officer commanding
at Fort Walsh, instructing him to send 17 non-commissioned officers and men to Fort
Macleod, to afford a suitable reception to His Excellency at that place.

On the 6th September I selected and laid out a camp for Ris Excellency and
escort.

A fow days after I received a letter from Superintendent Herchmer informing
me of the Governor-GýeneraI's arrival at the Blackfoot Crossing. The Indian who
carried the letter had delayed on the rond, consequently it was almost dark when le
reached Calgary. However, I deci<Jed to proceed ut once to the Crossing of the
Bow River with a supply of oats and relay of horses to bo in readiness to ferry across
the following morning. At daybreak on the Ilth September we crossed and
proceeded in the direction of Blackfoot Crossing. About 28 mtles from Calgary we
found His Excellency and party encamped. The warm welcome given us by His
Excellency will not soon bo forgotten. The relay of horses and supply of oats
vhich we had brought were most acceptable.

We remained in camp until the following morning, when we started for Calgary
where we arrived at 1 p.m. Tho escort and transport safely forded the Bow River,
under the direction of Superintendent Cotton, at a point which had with no little
difficulty been previously selected by that officer and myself.

The camp was formed on the site which I had previously chosen, and with which
Ris Excellency was pleased to express his approval.

During the Governor-General's stay at Calgary he visited the residence of overy
sottler in the vicinity, showing a deep interest in their-welfare and success, and also
informing himself thoroughly on all points that related to the natural resources of
that portion of the country.

45 Victoria. A. 1882
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Wishing to be at Fort Macleod, to make suitable arrangements for the recep-
on and' residence of Ris Excellency, I left Calgary on the 14th September, accom-

Panied by my adjutant. We reaehed Fort Macleod on the following day, and I pro-
çeeded at once to make such arrangements as I thought advisable.

Ris Excellency left Calgary on the 15th September for Fort Macleod, visiting
'iroute the Indian Department farm at Fish Creek. le arrived at Fort Macleod
On the morning of the 17th, being met a few miles ont by Superintendent Cotton and
Myself. On his arrivai a salute of nineteen guns was tired by our demi-field bat-
tery.

The further reception of the vice-Regal party and of their stay at that place is
deecribed in Superintendent Herchmer's report.

After consulting with Lieutenant-Colonel De Winton, R.A., I decided to leave
?ort Macleod on the 20th September, and proceed with all possible speed to Fort
Shaw, Montana, U.S., in order to notify the American authorities of Ris Excellency's
contemplated visit. This I did, reaching Fort Shaw on the 22nd (the distance is 200
raites from Fort Macleod.) On arrivai at this fort I was heartily welcomed by the
Ôfflcer commanding the U. S. troops, Colonel Kent, 3rd U. S. Infantry. I informed
this officer of the route to be taken by Ris Excellency. The information I imparted
Was received by Colonel Kent and officers under his command with marked feelings
f pleasure.

On the following day J, accompanied by Col. Kent, left Fort Shaw in order to
mleet Ris Excelleney and party, which we did on the 25th September at the Black-
foot Agency, Montana. Having presented Col. Kent to Ris Excellency, I-returned
to Fort Malceod.

Ris Excellency, en route from Fort Macleod to Fort Shaw, visited the police
and Indian farms.

I might mention that at Fort Macleod I decided to relieve Superintendent
Ilerchmer of the command of the esoort, in order that he might return to Battleford
before the winter season set in. The command was taken by Superintendent Crozier,
in whose report will be found an account of His Excellency's visit to Fort Shaw.

While at Fort Macleod I had the honor of receiving the following letter from
Lt.-Col. De Winton, R.A., written by direction of His Excellency the Governor-
General:-

FoRT MACLEOD, 18th September, 1881.

SIR,-I am commanded by Ris Excellèncy the Governor General to desire you
to express to Superintendent lerchmer, his entire satisfaction with the admirable
mnanner that officer has performed his dùty while in command of the force of Mounted
Police which has escorted Ris :txcellency from Winnipeg to Fort Mcleod. I am
fUrther to request you to convey to the non-commissioned officers and men who
formed the escort, lis Excellency's-thanks for the services rendered by them while-
on the march, and the pleasuro it has afforded him to witness the discipline and
efficiency of the corps.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) F. DEWINTON, Lt.-Col.,
iity. Secy.

Chief Commissioner IrvINE,
North-West Mounted Police.

In elosing my report on the tour of His Excellency the Governor-General, I
Maight be allowed to allude to the gicat benefit which his visit has conferred on the
country.
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The interest shown by His Excelloncy in everything concerning the prosperity
and welfare of the settlers, has loft a lasting impression on them. He at all times
took every opportunity of visiting their homes and conversing with them on their
personal welftre and their plans for the future. Ie gleaned from all the information
that could be obtained in reference to thoir opinions as to the prospects and natural
resources of the country. The personal interest shown by His Excellency in the
settlers wilJ, I am aware, ever be remembered with feelings of loyalty and pride.

Among the Indians, too, His Excellency's visit has been productive of much good.
As the direct representative of Her Majesty the Queen (the " Great Mother "), Ris
Excellency's presence in their midst, and the trouble and care taken to enquire into
their wants, has had the effect of strongly impressing the Indians with the kindly
devotion of the " Great Mother " towards her red subjects.

The various presents which His Excellency distributed among the chiefs will
nover be forgotten; and, like bis visit, always alluded to hereafter in a grateful and
favorable manner.

The numerous and exceptionally great kindnesses extended by His Excellency to
the Police Force shall ever be proudly fostered by the corps. No words of mine can
adequately express the earnest and heart folt appreciation that prevails throughout
all ranks.

His Excellency's tour through the North-West Territory may be followed by a
perusal of the reports from Inspector Neale, Suporintendents Herchmer and
Crozier,-marked appendix E.

The following statements show: -
lst. The distribution of officers, non-commissionod officers and men, from latest

returns.
2nd. Distribution state of horses.
3rd. Return of mon discharged and engaged during the year.

DISTRIBUTION state of.the Force from latest returns.

¤ Name of Station. E T Remarks.

M M~ M CD u) E4 r12

A Iort Walsh.................1 ...... 3 1 22 28.
B do .............. ... .. ..... . ...... 13 13 41 A ttached to '<A."
B Qu'Appelle.................... ...... 1 1 3 4 1 37 47 ... Includes Supt. Walsh.
B ShoalLake................... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 ...... 3 4 ......
B Swan River............... ...... 1........ ...... 2 3 54
0 Fort Macleod................. ...... 1 { ...... .. - -..... 1 1 Inspector French.
O Blackfoot Crossing......... ...... ...... 1 ...... I 1 12 15 ...... Bow River.
O Calgary ........................ ...... ...... ...... ...... 1 1 6 8 .....
C Macleod (Farm)......... .......... . ...... ...... ...... 4 5 ......
C Blood Indian Reserve........ ...... ..... ...... 1 1 2 64
D Battleford ..................... 1 1 1 1 2 5 32 43 ......
D Saskatchewan ......... ...... ..... 1 ...... 2 ...... 9 12 ......
D Prince Albert..... ..... ...... ...... ...... 1 ..... 1 2 57
E Fort W alsh.................... ...... ...... 1 ...... 2 2 29 34 ......
F do ....... ....... 2..... . ..... 5 2 1 12 22 56IAttached to "E."
F Wood Mountain............. I 2 1 1 15 20 20

3 4 il 13 23 16 223 293 293

2
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RECAPITULATION.

Staff Omficers ............... ........................
Superintendents............................................ ............... 4
*Inspectors.... ......... ......... ......................... ............... il
Staff Sergeants........ ,................................. ............... 13
Sergeants ......... ........................................... .............. 23
Corporals................................ ................... .............. 16
Constables........................................... ....... ......... 223

293

*Not including Inspector Neale.

DISTRIBUTION of the Horses of the Force from the latest returns.

Name of Station. .-Z Remarks.

CEE*

A Fort Walsh.............. 47........... ......... 47 *Colts-
1 Five-year-old.*

Qu'Appelle and Out-station.. 46 ......... ......... ........ 46 18 Four-year-olds.
14 Three-year-olds.

Fort Macleod do 52 32 84 †12 180 20 Two-year-olds.
12 Yearlings.

D Battleford do 84 ......... 2 ......... 86 19 Sucklings.

Fort Walsh do 40 ........ ......... ......... 40 84

Wood Mountain............. 29 ........... ......... 29
-- - †Some of these horses have since

Total .................. 308 32 86 ý 12 428 been recovered.

Number of remounts received during 1881..................................... .................... 135
Colts taken on strength do ..................... . .. .............. 5

T otal.............................................................................................. 140

Deaths reported at headquarters...... ........ ,......................................................... 58
Cast and sold or transferred to Indian Department.............................................. 24

T otal .......................... -- ............................................ ................ 82

9
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RETURN showing the Number of Men Discharged during the Year 1881, also the
Number of Re-engaged Men and Recruits.

From what cause. No. Remarks.

Expiration of term of service.............................. 60
Specially permitted to be discharged....................................... 9
Invalided-unfit for service................................ 15
Deserted ............................................................................... ]
D ism issed............................................................................. 3
Deaths . .................. ............................................. ..

Total discharged............... ............................... . 103

Time expired men re engaged.................................................. 20
R ecruits................................................................................ 101

Total engaged and recruited ................................. 121

STRENGTH OF FORCE.

In my annual lZeport of last year I pointed ont the urgent nocessity of increasing
the strength ofthe force by 200 men. 1 have now to repeat my previos recOm-
mendations, in addition to which I shall also endeavour to bring to your notice any
further facts that I consider of sufficient importance to warant the increase I have
mentioned. In the first place I -make the following extract from my }ast year's
Report:-

Extract from Commissioner's Report for 1880:

Strength of the Fcrce.

"I do not consider that the present strength of the force is strong enough to meet
the requirements that the country demands of it. I previously brought this to the
notice of the Government while in tomporary command as Assistant Commissioner.

"I recommnend that the strength of the force be increased by two hundred men.
"Since the disappearance of buffalo the Indian situation has assumed quite a

different aspect.
" As long as the buffalo lasted the Indian was self-supporting, independent and

contented. Now, however, he is in a very different position, his only means of sup-
port is virtually gone, and ho has to depend on the Government for assistance, being
forced, in so doing, to remain about the Police Posts, Indian Agencies or other settle-
monts.

" True, a very limited number of buffalo are still to ho found south of the inter-
national boundary line, and this has been the means of keeping large numbers of
Indians, for a great portion of their time, at ail events, out of the North-West
Territory.

" This cannot continue much longer, the Indians that do hunt for a living only
manage to eke out a most miserable existence. Ere long they will be unable even
to do this, and will thon return to this country. Thus the Indian population will, to
ail intents and purposes, be increased. This population, too, will, irrespective of the
aid received from Government, be a starving one, a dangerous class requiring power,
as well as care, in handling.

" Another potent reason that has further impressed me with the conviction that
an increase of the force is necessary, is the advancenent of civilization now being
made.

45 Victoria. A. 1882
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"Our satisfactory relations with the Indians in the past is most certainly a matter
of the utmost congratulation, and will, I trust, be the means of furthering the chances
Of lasting and permanent peace. Nevertheless, it must not be lost sight of, that all
the intricacies and dangers of the Indian question are not over.

" The experience of our neighbors to the south of the international boundary line
cannot be without its lesson to us. In their case the military had no trouble with
the Indians until settlers appeared on the scene.

" These settlers, unaccustomed to the Indian manner and habits, do not make due
alowances and exhibit that tact and patience necessary to successfully deal with
Indians, and which is showed them by an organized force kept under control.

" As an instance of this, during the past summer a settler, within a few yards of
Port Walsh, became annoyed at a Cree Indian he found leaning on bis garden fence,
atnd struck the Indian in the face with his fist. This so enraged the Indians of the
tribe the assaulted man belonged to, that notwithstanding the fact that a fine was
inflicted on the settler, they proceeded in a body to his garden, which they commenced
at Once to destroy, and, but for the timely arrival of the police,-I am of opinion that
Iuch more serious-consequences would have followed. Had this happened, it is hard
to tell where it would have ended."

I may here be permitted to say that I consider my premises of last year were cor-
rect ones. The Indian situation has already materially changed, the buffalo have virtu-
ally disappeared, and civilization bas advanced. This advancernent under previously
existing conditions was not incorrectly considered rapid. Now, however, these very
00onditions themselves have undergone so thorough and essential a change-owing to.
the construction of the Canada Pacifie Railway-that one is forced to look upon past
Changes as gradual compared to what is now about to follow. When the advancement
of civilization is gradual the Indians almost imperceptibly became accustomed to and
Qquaiuted with the white settlers, and on the other hand, the settlers to the Indians.

This, however, cannot now continue. It may most safely be .presumed that
s8ttlers will come in thousands over a line of railway constructed through a new
Western country of unquestionably great resources. Among these thousands will be.
a certain proportion of rough classes of men, requiring a strong force of police to
0 sure the law of the country being carried into effect.

Settlers near Indian reservations must be protected from Indian depreda'.ions of
aIl kinds; while, on the other hand, Indians must also be protected from any unfair
orX dishonorable dealings being practiced towards them by renegade white men. It is.
Presumable too, that the amount of public property which will come under the direct
*]Id general supervision of the Police force will be largely increased. Railway
interests must also be protected.

The southern portion of the North-West Territories bas proved itself, in all
respects, suitable for cattle-raising; the cattle interest has become important, and the
a"nount of capital invested is already large, and continues to increase.

It must also be borne in mind that the whole Blackfoot nation have now returned
to Canadian territory, and that they can no longer be regarded as a fluctuating
Population, but rather as permanent residents in our country.

The Blackfoot nation are composed of the Blackfeet, Bloods and Piegans, notably
Wild and warlike, thrce numerically strong and savage tribes, forming the most
POwerful Indian nation in the North-West Territory. It is more particularly with
these tribes that the utmost care and delicate handling is demanded in their manage-
Mient.

Since the signing of Treaty 7 in 1877, the Blackfeet, Bloods and Piegans have
never even temporarily assembled in Canadian territory up to their full strengh.
"à 1877 it must be remembered that large quantities of buffalo were to-be tound in
the country, the Indians were then self-supporting, in fact, almost rich, and certainly
Contented. Thus, notwithstanding the fact of these three tribes being nothing less
than savages, they were not dangerous ; now matters bave com pletely changod, the
8vage nature alone remaining and being purely dependent on the Government for a
tVIng, the yoke of dependence weighs sornewhat heavily upon them. It is true that

11
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the policy of settling the Indians on reserves and instructing them in agricultural
pursuits has been adoptedsmall bands have from time to time straggled in, found homes
upon the reserves and adopted the new mode of life, but the majority are fresh frouIl
south of the international boundary line, where they have been employed in hunting
buffalo.

It must be remembered that these Indians have led a lawless and roving life,
that they have been accustomed from infancy to regard other men's cattle and horses
as fair plunder, and that the habits of a lifetime are not easy to unlearn.

It is not natural to suppose that they will at once settle down to a quiet huin-
drum life, and devote themselves heart and soul to farming. Discontent may, in fact
more than probably will, break out and the spirit of unrest show ilself, particularly
among the young mon, which, if not suppressed in time, wilL result in periodical
raids on the cattie and horses of settlers. This would, in a short time, lead to acts
of retaliation, and a serious outbreak follow as a natural consequence.

The number of Indians in the North-West Territories, all under thejurisdiction of
the police may be taken as 27,000. The area of territory is some 375,000 s1quare
miles, almost equal to the area of France and Germany combined, or nearly twice
that of Spain and Portugal.

Distribution of the Force, including Ileadquarters and other Stations.

The distribution of the force cannot well be satisfactorily laid down until the exact
location of the Canada Pacifie Railway is known. In any case there is an immediate
necessity for having a strong force in the Macleod district, which %ncludes Fort
Calgary.

In the meantime the following will give a fairly approximate idea as to what I
consider a jadicious distribution, viz.

N...
and Men.

Q u A ppelle.......................... ........ ............................... - 50
Battleford.. ..................... ....................... 50
Edm onton................................................................... 25
Blackfoot Country................... .............. 200
H eadquarters................... .......................................... 'i5

500

It will be observed that this distribution is based upon the assumption that my
recommendation, as regards the increase of the force, will be acted on.

I make no mention of Wood Mountain ; for this section of the country I propose
utilizing the fifty men shewn as being stationed at " Qu'Appelle." I understand the
Canada Pacifie Railway will run south of our present post known as ." Qu'A ppelle ";
the chances are, therefore, I will hereafter have to recommend that the location of
this post be moved south-were this done we would then have control of the section
of country in which Wood Mountain pist now stands.

The location of the prosent post at Battleford may not require to bo changed for
some time at all events.

Edmonton would be an outpost from Calgary.
Our present post in the Edmonton district is Fort Saskatchewan, which is

situated some eighteen miles east of Edmonton proper. It is, I think, actually
necessary that our post be moved to Edmonton.

Superintendent Herchmer, in his report to me, says: "There is no doubt that
our detachment should be at Edmonton instead of Fort Saskatchewan, every day
shows me more clearly the mistake; the work of that detachment is at Edmonton-
as I stated before new barrack and other accommodation will have to be built before
long.
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" I would suggest that an entirely new post be built at Edmonton; this could be
done under contract very reasonably now, and as soon as the new buildings were
habitable, sell the prosent Fort Saskatchewan as it stands; there is no doubt that the
'naterial could all be disposed of to advantage."

I have already recommended that Fort Macleod be rebuilt. My annual Report
of last year shows that thi j cannot be done on the island whore the post now
stands. The new post would not even require to be in the same vicinity.

The location of our post at Calgary will not require to be changed.

SELECTION OU FUTURE HEADQUARTERS OF THE FORCE.

In my annual Report oflast year I pointed out that the following points should
1ot be lost sight of in making a selection, viz.:

"lst. That it is essf ntial the headquarters be in a section of country likoly to
Prove successful from an agricultural point of view.

M"2nd. That there be a plentifut supply of building timber, fire wood and good
'Water.

"3rd. That the point selected be a central one, where information from other
Portions of the North-West Territory can be readily imparted to the commanding
Ofcer ; where reinforcements could, at short notice, be forwarded to other posts
Where the varions Indian tribes could best be controlled from; and lastly, where the
P.resencedof the police would further the advancement of civilization, and at the same
time materially aid the Indian Department in the successful adoption and carrying
olt of the policy of the Government."

ADVISABILITY OF ABANDONING FORT WALSH.

Thore is, to my mind, no possible doubt but that the prosent headquarters, Fort
Walsh is altogether unsuitable, and I would respectfully urge upon the Government
the necessity of abandoning this post with as little delay as possible.

In making this recommendation I am in a great measure prompted by the
kuowledge of the fact that the Indian Department do not consider that the farming
oPerations at Maple Creek have boon successful in the past, and that they are still
les likely to prove so in the future.

I am also of opinion, so I understand is the Indian Commissioner, that all the
Indian Reservations (excepting those in the Macleod district) should be established
iUrther north. If, then, -Maple Creek Farm is to be abandoned and no other reserva-
tions located in the vicinity of Cypress Hills, I consider that retaining Fort Walsh as
a Police Post, will act in a manner calculated to become detrimental to the policy of
the Government, inasmuch as retaining this post offers an inducoment to the Indians
of the north to abandon their reservations and move towards Fort Walsh, knowing
that a Police Post is maintained and an Indiàn Agent stationed there.

Starving Indians coming in must, of course, receive aid from the Government.
por this aid no return is given in the shape of labor, thus the Indian is in no way
'nade self-supporting, in other words, is fed at the expense of the country without
bis having to work, in fact encouraged in laziness. The Assiniboine and Cree Indians
Whom I may class as belonging to Cypress Hills, are all most anxious to settle on
tOservations, and naturally wish to romain about the vicinity of these hills. They
aro no judges of the fertility of the soil, and will romain as long as it continues to be
4 Police and Indian Department Post.

It has been proved beyond a doubt that the Cypress Hills are not suited for
agricultural purposes. The police force has been stationed here for six 3 ears, and
Yet there is not a bond fide settler within one hundred miles of Fort Walsh. In
addition to the Police Force an Indian Department has been in existence for two and
a-alf vears, a large amount of money bas been expended, in return for which there
Ie ttie or nothing to show, our money is merely aiding to build up the town of

Jton, U.S, I wish it, however, to be clearly understood that I am well aware that
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in the past, mote partieularly while the Sioux were- in our country, the location of
Port;Walsh was-not an unfavourable one, and was boneflcial as far as suceessfully
ruling' the Indians is concerned. In fact I think the- maintenance of this pest up to
the present was imperative. Now, however, the conditions have changed-the Sioux
have surrendered to the UnitedStates authorities; the Blackfeet, Assiniboines and th
majority of the Crees have, to a great extent, been forced to abandon their nomadie
mode of life and aceept the alternative of settling upon reservations. The object to
be attained, then, appears to me the advisability of moving the Indians northward
with as little delay as possible; this I have endeavored to show is impracticable white
retaining Fort Walsh as a Government post. I trust, therefore, the post will be
abandoned in the coming spring; if then my recommendation is acted upon it would,
I think, be advisable to take advantage of every oppórtunity that offers in order to
make known the intention of the Government to the Indians, informing them at the
same time that we, finding this portion of the country unsuited for agriculture, have
determined to go north. Further, that we expect thom to accompany us and settle
upon the reservations alfotted to them ; also that such change is made purely in the
interests of the Indians themselves.

Should this move be made, it must not be wondered at if a certain class of
Americans in our Territory, and others in Montana, who can doubtless influence the
press. bring forward arguments accusing us of neglecting the frontier and pointing
out the feasibility of Indian raids, &c.; the motive of such arguments can only be
prompted by the wish to retain an expenditure ofCanadian money in Montana, U.S.,
for in reality, as far as the inovements of our Indians are concerned, the actual
settlers of Montana would be benefitted by Indian reservations being established
further north.

RECOMMENDATIONS AS T) EXTRADITABLE LAW WHICH MIGHT WITII ADVANTAGE BE
ISTABLISHED BY THE AMERICAN AND CANADIAN GOYERNMENTS.

I have already called attention to the advisability of some arrangement being
arrived at between the Dominion and American Government, by which such offences
as "horse stealing " committed along the frontier might with advantage be made
extraditable.

Once more I venture te urge upon the Government the importance of immediate
action being taken in this matter, and to again point out the unquestionable benefits
that both Governments would thus derive.

You are aware the press of Montana has again and again published articles,
denouncing in the strongest possible terms anything in the shape of depredations
said to have been committed by our Indians south of the international boundary lino.
Such articles were no doubt fair expressions of the natural sentiment entertained by
the settlers of Montana, U.S.

The other side of the question, however, as viewed from a Canadian aspect,
presents a very different story.

I have already forwarded to you a very large number of affidavits duly sworn
before magistrates at Forts Walsh and Macleod, also at Wood Mountain and
Qu'Appelle.

These affidavits furnish substantial and undeniable evidence, all of which goes to
prove conclusively the many depredations committed on British soil by United
States Indians. Of the two cases, American and Canadian, ours is much the harder.
In the first place the depredations on our siae of the lino have been quite as numerous
as those said to have been committed in the United States. These depredations in
almost all cases take the shape of horse stealing. A large proportion of the herses
stolen by our Indians in United States territory have been eventually recovered by
the police and returned to their legitimate owners. While horses stolen by
American Indians are, almost without exception, never returned. Again, by the
provision of the Act 32-33 Vie., cap. 21, sec. 13, several of our Indians have been
prosecuted and punished for having feloniously brought stolen property into Canadian
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t eritory, which has certainly tended to prevent suck. depredationa be.ing carried
On, whiLe no such guarantee is given by United States lawsi

In all cases we have invariably afforded the United States authorities every
Possible aid in the recovery of property stolen in their country whether by their own
Or our Indians. For instance, the following is a copy of a letter from the Sheriff of
Benton, Montana, U.S., to the officer commanding at Fort Macleod

BLACKFoo'T AGENGY,
PIEGAN P.O., 21st, October, 1881.

DEAR Sia,-The bearer, Mr. Hlarrison, a settler of the Yellowstone Valley, had
In the neighborhood of fifty horses stolen by Blood Indians belonging to the Blood
lleservation, on the Belly River, about two weeks ago. Mr. Harrison and a party of
twelve followed the trait of' the stolen animals and found about half of the stolen
Stock, whieh the Indians either lost or dropped on the way. They also found one
Young mare which the Indians had killed with a butcher knife, and aiso several head
of catile which the war party had killed for meat.

The Harrison party were obliged to abandon the trait of the stolen animals near
the Judith River, in consequence of the recent snow, and came to Benton for assist-
ance. I accompanied Mr. Harrison to the place; struck the trait of the stolen animals
at the Knees; followed it to Kipp's Post; found one horse thore belonging to another
Party; followed the trait from Kipp up to the Marias, to with five miles of the Wil-
IOW Rounds, where a portion of this war party turned north with a large number of
horses.

It being a stormy day our party was not prepared to follow north; went up the
ýlarias to Abbott's place; found one horse which was sold to an old Blood woman,
and iearned that a portion of the war party had left there the day before with a
'ntumber of horses, gong north. At the Blood Agency also learned that a portion'of
the party had left for this Agency (South Piegan). We followed here and found five
horses, three of which are Hlarrisons, these being the only ones ho has recovered
since crossing the Missouri. I have arrested one Blood Indian here named the '-Bad
Eull," a relation of the " Bull Goes Round " and " Thre.e Bears." This young man I
Intend taking to Benton and holding him for a reasonable time or until such time as
the horses stolen from the whites this fait are returned. It was late when I roached
here or else I might have got thrce other warriors who were camped within three
rQilesýof here, and who, after learning of my arriyal, stole some Piegan horses and
left for the north during the night.

With the assisance of Mr. Warner and Dr. Hill, I have been able to secure the
services of "White Calf," "Fast Euffalo ilorses," "Big Plume" and otherinfluential men
Of the Piegan Tribe, to accompany Mr. Harrison to Blood Agency, and assist in the
recovery of the stolen stock, and also to see if the thieves cannot be brought to justice.
The Piôgans are so situated between the settlements of the south and the thieving
Indians of the north that they are forced to allay themselves with the whites against
the northern tribes. Should they adopt a different course it will only subject them
to the vengance of the outraged settlers of Montana who may trait stolbn horses into
their camp, taken there en route to the north by Blood and other northern Indians.

So for the sake of peace and good feeling between the settlers and the Piegans,I trust that some measures will be taken to recover the stolen animals and tura them
Over to Mr. Harrison and the Indians so that they may be brought hore and turned
Over to their owners.

Should this missive prove futile serious consequences are liable to follow, as the
People of Montana have tired of being harassed by the marauding hordes of the
north, and will wreak vengeance upon all war parties caught this side of the lines,
and not knowing Blood from Piegan, are liable to strike many innocent men by mis-
taking Piegans for Bloods.

I enclose you the names of the three Bloods who left here, two of them are
brothers-in-law of " White Calf," Piegan Chief: Skumesk-can-tories (One helps to
eat), Ots-gnis-to-pisto (Blue Owl) or (One who packs the eagle tail), Nan-pis-see-se-
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man (Old man sides around in the dance). These names will assist yon in finding the
thieves, and hope that quick measures will be adopted.

Yours truly,
(Signed) JOHN IEALY,

Sherif.
To the Commanding Officer,

Fort Macleod. N.W.T., or any Officer baving authority.

The prompt and efficient action taken on the strength of the information con-
tained in the above letter will be seen from the report made me by Superintendent
Crozier, who writes as follows :-

"I have the honor to enclose you a oopy of a letter received from Mr. Healy,
sheriff of Chotian County, M.T., referring to horses having been stolen from the Yel-
lowstone country. The letter was brought by a 'Mr. Harrison, theowner of the horses
stolen.

" Immediately upon his arrival, I sent a party to the Blood IReserve, recovered
sixteen head of horses and two colts, and arrested eight Indians who had been impli-
cated in stealing the property in Montana and bringing it into this territory.

" On the return of this party fron the Blood Reserve, I sent another one to the
mouth of the Little Bow River; they succeeded in capturing another Indian and re-
covering two more head of horses.

" Another horse I procured from the vicinity of Lee's Ranch, making 19 in all
and two colts recovered up to date ; there are more horses that I hope to get in a few
days.

" The Indians were tried and found guilty of having brought horses into <anada
that had been feloniously stolen in the United States, under the Act 32, 33 Vic, cap.
21, sec. 112.

" The Court, however, taking into consideration that the Indians had not here-
tofore been punished under this Act, and that what they had done was not considered
by them an offence in this oountry, deferred sentence. and, after a caution, allowed
them their liberty.

" If the Legislature of Montana could be induced to pass a law similar to the one
referred to, not only would the bringing to justice of horse-thieves on both sides of
the line be greatly facilitated, but the existence of such a law in both countries would
doubtless have the effect of putting an end to horse-stealing to a very great extent.

"I would suggest that immediate steps be taken by our Government to bring to
the notice of the proper authorities in Montana the existence of this law in danada,
and the advisability of the Legislature of that Territory enacting a reciprocal
measure.

"Considering the tone ot Mr. Healy's letter, and in view of the possibility of the
Americans claiming damages for alleged depredations committed by Canadian Indians
on American territory, I would bring to your notice the fact that during the past
summer there has scarcely been a ranchman or horse owner in this section of the
country who bas not lost horses by means of white thieves or half-breeds from the
American side.

" In addition, as you are aware, a large and valuable herd of horses was stolen
froin the Police Farm by American horse thieves, and were only recovered after a
great deal of trouble and considerable expense, in United States territory.

" The Indians here also say that they have lost a large number of horses by
thieves across the line.

"I am now gathering, from time to time, more particular information in regard
to number and value of horses stolen as above, which I will forward you wùe pro-
oured.
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"I would also refer you to my correspondence of last autumn from Wood Moun-
tain, regarding stealing of horses in that vicinity by parties from the other side of'
the line, but more especially to the stealing of the animails and murder of the Cana-
dian half breed, " Temps Convert," also to the killing of several Canadian Indians at
La Roche Perceé, and of those near the hill known as ' The old man on his back,'
the particulars of which latter case yon are no doubt fully cognizant."

I need bardly add that I agree most fully with what Superintendent Crozier writes.
lu order to afford further proof of the trouble taken by the Police in the recovery

Of stolen proporty, south of the line, I might mention that, in June last, the officer
ommmanding at Fort Macleod reported to me, that several Montana ranchmen arrived

at that place in search of horses, alleged to have been stolen in the United States by
Blood Indians. In order to recover, as far as possible, the stolen property, an officer
and party were sent to the "l Blood" reservations. The account of the duty performed
Js shown in the following extract of a letter from Inspector Dickens, who com-
rnanded the party. From this it will be observed, that a portion of the stolen pro-
Perty was recovered, but not without trouble and personal risk:

" I have the honor to report, that, in obedience to your orders, I proceeded on
the first instant, to the Blood Reservation to search for horses stolen from Ameri-
can citizens on the other side of the line. I was accompanied by Sergeant Spicer,
Constable Callaghan and the American citizens. On arriving at the reservation,
I had an interview with 'Red Crow,' the chief, and explained to him that it would
be botter for his young men to give up the horses, so as to avoid further trouble, and
le said he would do his best to have the horses returned; but he did not appear to
have much control over the Indians, who were very loth to give up the stolen horses.
Eventually, I recovered fourteen horses, which were identified by the Americans,
and placed them in a corral. While we were waiting near the Agency for another
horse which an Indian had promised to bring in, a minor chief, " Many Spotted
florses" appeared and commenced a violent speech, calling upon the Indians not to
give up the horses, and abused the party generally. I refused to talk with him and
he eventually retired. I went over to Rev. Mr. Trivett's louse for a few minutes,
and on returning, was told that an Indian who goes by the name of " Joe Healy" had
said that one of the Americans had stolen all " Bull Back Fats" horses last winter
and had set the camp on foot. This the American denied, but the Indians became
Violent and began to use threatening language. The Americans went up to the
Corral and " White Cap" who had just come in, collected a body of Indians who com-
Inenced bowling and yelling and started off to seize the Americans. It was impossi-
ble at the time to get a word in, so I started in front of the Indians towards the
corral, and shouted to the party to mount their horses and to be ready to start in
o'rder to avoid disturbance. I mounted my horse and placed myself in the road be-
tween the party and the Indians who began to hesitate. Sergeant Spicer, who was be-
hind the crowd, called out that he wished to speak to them, and they turned back.
T he Sergeant began to parley with them for a few minutes, and seeing the party all
Inounted, I rode back and met the Sergeant coming out of the crowd of Indians who
became quieter, but who were still very sulky. No more horses being forthcoming,
We collected the band and rode out of the camp. I thought it best to get both men
and horses as far away from the reservation as possible that night; and after sup-
Ping at Fred Wachter's ranch, we started for Fort McLeod, and although I heard a re-
Port that a war party bad gone down the Kootenay River to intercept our passage,
we forded the river safely and reached Fort Macleod without being molested.

" 1 took care when 1 first went into the camp to explain to the Indians from
whom I took horses, that if they had any claim on- the horses or any cause of com-
Plaint, they could come into the Fort and lay their case before you.

"I was well satisfied with Sergeant Spicer who showed both coolness and tact."

MEDIOAL EXAMINATION OF RECRUITS.

I have merely to repeat my remarks made last year on the subject of medical
*amination, the importance of which cannot be over-estimated. I would further caU
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attention to that portion of the attached report from Surgeon Kennedy, which bears-
on medical examinations and the manner in which they should be conducted.

ACCEPTANCE OF RECRUITS.

In addition to my last report as to the class of recruits desirable I would recom-
mend that the minimum age be fixed at 21 years, except under exceptional circum-
stances. Experience bas shown that undeveloped boys are unable to withstand the
hardships which the members of a force like the police are called upon to perform.

For ordinary and routine duty about a Post a boy of 18 years may answer fairly
well; but for winter trips, or, in fact, any laborious duty, more seasoned men must
be selected. Thus, as Surgeon Kennedy remarks in his report, the greater propor-
tion of the hard work devolves upon a few.

1 would call special attention to Surgeon Kennedy's second report on this subject.
I quite agree with him in saying : " If it is found necessary to send out boys in a
winter party the chances are that their names will adorn the sick list for a long time
after their return."

CLOTHING AND KIT.

I have very lately forwarded to the Department a detailed report on the subject
of clothing and kit. It is, therefore, unnecessary that I should again deal with the
subject at length. Suffice it to say that the scale of clothing and kit which you
have seen fit to approve of is ample for the requirements of the force.

By this scale the wants of the non-commissioned officers and men are fully pro-
vided for. I am happy also to be able to report that the clothing supplied last year
is of superior quality and well calculated to meet the wants of the force.

As regards the advisability of the force being armed with repeating rifles, the
following extract is taken from my report of last year :-

" There is now in use in the force the Snider carbine and the Winchester rifle.
On the organization of the force, the Snider carbine was the only rifle issued ; since
then, however, one hundred Winchester rifles, improved pattern, have been pur-
chased, with which 'A" and " F " divisions are now armed.

" The Snider carbine bas stood, so far as durability goes, the rough work which
it has been put to during the last seven years very well. In this length of service it
is not to be wondered at that many have become damaged, and some unserviceable.
The Snider carbine is now considered in many respects an obsolete military arm, and
is somewhat unsuited to the wants of a force in this country where a large portion of
the Indian population is armed with an accurate shooting weapon. Still, however,
bearing in mind the expense that a change of arms would necessitate, I think the
Snider carbine may be utilized by us for some further time, at all events. The
amount of Snider ammunition on hand is large.

" The Winchester rifle, which is a repeating one, and capable of receiving eight
cartridges in the magazine, bas many good points, and is a favorite arm with the
western prairie men. I do not, however, consider it a good military weapon. The
system of rifling is good, but the rifle is altogether too weak in construction to meet
the rough handling that at times it is impossible to prevent its receiving. As au
example of its weakness: Some time ago a man on sentry at night slipped and fell;
in doing so the barrel of his rifle was broken at the joint where it is secured into the
breech apparatus. Other similar instances have occurred. The back sight on the
Winchester rifle is badly attached to the barrel. The sight slides readily from one
side to the other, which, of course, interferes with accurate shooting. The rifles of
this pattern that we have now in our possession, I propose arming the force along
the frontier with. By so doing all thege rifles will remain in one district, and the
ammunition in the various stores will be of the same description."

" In making the above remarks about the Winchester rifle it must not be fancied
that I object to it as a military arm because it is a repeating one. On the contraryi
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I do not for a moment lose sight of the fact that it may now be accepted as a fore-
gone conclusion that ere long repeating rifles will take the place of those at present
in more general use throughout the armios of the world. But I am unaware, so far,
of a really good military weapon on the repeating principle having been invented.
This want-for such it is-however, will doubtless soon be overcome, let us hope,
before our Snider carbines become unsorviceable.

Since writing the above I have made an inspection of the Snider rifles now in
the Southern Division. I find our Snider carbines are in even worse condition than
I previously contemplated. An extremely large proportion have become " honey-
%ombed." This arm is, as I have already reported, properly speaking, an obsolete
One. Taking all things into consideration, I recommend that the whole force be
armed with Winchester repeating rifles of a pattern, taking the same ammunition as
those already in use, which are the 1876 model.

I have no doubt whatever but that a Winchester rifle can be obtained without
the defects existing in those previously issued to the force. I would, however,
nnlpress upon the Department the importance of having a careful inspection made by
a thoroughly competent person of whatever rifles. we may hereafter purchase. I
'night also mention that having the force armed with repeating rifles will not be
'without a good moral effect upon the Indian mind.

The superiority of the rifles they now carry over the Snider carbine is well
un'derstood.

You are aware that our Snider carbines have been in use since 1873; they have
stood an immense deal of wear and tear. It is now time they should be discarded.
in case of my recommendations being favorably received, I would suggest that all
Snider carbines be carefully cleaned and returned into store at the different posts
together with the amount of ammunition now on hand. These arms would then be
aVailable should it hereafter he found necessary to arm an auxiliary force.

I might add that, being situated as we now are, with two different patterns of
arms (Snider and Winchester), the ammunition of which is not interchangable, is
Io8t objectionable and might possibly be attended with serious consequences.

SADDLERY.

I would most earnestly recommmend that a uniform pattern'ofsaddle be adopted
throughout the force. The following is an extract from my last year's annual
report bearing on the question of a suitable saddle for the oroe:

"Saddlery.

"The question of the most desirable saddle for the force forms a subject of much
Imuportance. Tbe 'Californian saddle ' appears to be preferred by the majority of
the mnen in the southern divisions.

"As the old 'universal saddles' issued to the force on its organization are fast
becoming unserviceable, it will be necessary to purchase new ones. I have myself
ridden thousands of iiiles in the California and English saddles.

" Taking all things into consideration, I think the choice lays in favor of the Eng-
lish high cantle dragoon saddle as being the most suitable and serviceable for tie
erth-West Mounted Police, but I would recommend the following modifications :-

"lst. The saddle might be somewhat reduced in weight.
"2nd. That the ' eantle' be eut down two inches, as it is in the way of a man

3Ounting; it is also unnecessary in our case, as we carry no valises.
" 3rd. That the crupper and breast plate be doue away with and two three-inca

web girths be substituted for the leather ones.
" 4th. That the stirrups be of wood instead of iron.
"5th. That a light close felt numnah accompany each saddle.
" The large wooden stirrup, such as used on the California saddle, is very much

Preferable for prairie work, to the iron ( English) pattern.
19
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"In winter the iron stirrup is so cold that it becomes unbearable. In summer, to
a man whose boots become slippery from constantly walking on the prairie grass,
the iron stirrup is a source of annoyance and discomfort, owing to the difficulty
experienced in keeping the stirrup.

"I have already informed the Department that I considered the 'Whitman' bit
more suitable for the force than the English cavalry bit. 1he latter is too heavy for
prairie work. The 'Whitman' bit is a pleasant one for a horse, does not irritate or
chafe the mouth, answers also as a strong curb bit suspended by a swivel snap which
hooks to any bridle or halter, is a powerful bit, giving- the rider perfeet control of
his horse.

I recommend the English cavalry head collar, which, with proper care, would
last for years ; a five ring halter to be exclusively used in the stables, and the English
cavalry head collar for outdoor service.

"With the 'Whitman' bit, bithead would not be required."
I recommend that a pattern saddle, such as described above, be ordered without

delay through some reliable English firm.
The pattern sadldle, so supplied, I would put to a thorough test with a view of

ascertaining its fituesq for our work. If calculated to meet the requirements of our
service, an order for 400 saddles should be given with as little delay as possible. As
the question of procuring a really serviceable saddle is a matter of paramount
importance, I make this recommendation in view of preventing the possibility of
errors in judgment occurring.

It is essentially important that the weight of the saddle and the appointments
be reduced to a minimum consistent with efficiency. It was with this fact in vieW
that I based the modification contained in my report of last year,-uch as doing
away with the crupper and breast plate.

Valises in our case have invariably proved a serious drawback, in fact a decided
disadvantage calculated to handicap the usefulness of our horses, cf which, from the
nature of the service we are at all times called upon to perform, so much is
expected.

The following extract, from the pen of an experienced Imperial officer, goes to
prove that similar arguments to those i have thus hastily brought forward met with
favor by competent judges throughout the Imperial service:

" The cardinal principle in cavalry equipment is that ' dead weight means weak-
ness,' and not a single superfluous ounce can be retained without impairing the
efficiency of the horse. For this reason the horse's load should be reduced to its
lowest terms; only the barest necessaries should be retained, and these should be
carefully and thoughtfully devised to insure their being as light as they can be
made. All authorities agree in ostracising the valise and relegating it to the
regimental transport carts. Side-bags or wallets will suffice to carry all that the
soldier requires from day to day; picketing gear must be carried, nose-bags algo,
corn sacks, blanket and great coat; but the same principle should strictly apply
to their dimensions and weight. If cavalry be overloaded they will be found no
more useful than a traction engine in a ploughed field. They will certainly be
unable to accomplish even such simple feats as galloping fast for half a mile, or
maréhing at a slow pace for several days, and the exigencies of active service
seldom made greater demands upon them than these."

OFFICERs' SADDLERY.

Since the formation of the force no regulation officers' pattern saddle has ever
been supplied the officers. This want has been much felt; it is of unquestionable
importance, and bears direct ly on the efficiency of the force. It is essential that the
officers' saddles be of uniform pattern, that the officers may present a respectable
appearance on mounted parades. I recommend that twenty-five officers' saddles be
-ordered at once of the same pattern as used in Imperial cavalry regiments.
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BIT AND HEAD COLLARS.

I flnd that the Whitman bit is in every way suited to our work. I, therefore,
0conmend that they be supplied at once throughout the force. Those bits might,

with advantage, be made of bright, incorruptible metal (the appearance of which is
1Inich the same as steel) that is, with very little trouble, kept clean.

I also recommend-that head collars of the English cavalry pattern be supplied.
It must be remembered, too, that a large portion of the carbine buckets attacbed

tO the saddles will be required to be adapted to receive the Winchester rifle.

DRILL AND INSTRUCTIONS.

Notwithstanding the exceptionally larger amount of police duty the force bas
this year been called upon to perform, the greatest possible attention bas been paid
to drill and instruction.

Spring drill was performed at every post. This included squad, marching and
arm drill, as well as troop movements as laid down in the " Regulatibns for the
Instruction, Formation and Movements of Cavalry."

Rifle and pistol practice was also carried ont to as great an extent as possible.
It was found unpractical to put the non-commissioned officers and men through

the annual course of musketry as early in the season as I should have wished. The
reasons for which were:-

1st. The pressing demands for the service of the police ,during the spring and
Sumer.

2nd. At beadquarters I wished the recruits to have as much drill as possible
before sending them to target practice.

From reports I am in receipt of, I am inclined to believe that target practice has
ere this been completed at ail the forts. As regards musketry instruction, the men
at ail forts are drilled at position drill and instructed in the theory and practice of
musketry. An allowance of 120 rounds per annum is made to each man for rifle
Vractice. I recommend that the same amount of revolver ammunition be allowed
1or pistol practice.

It is almost superfiuous to point out how urgent it is that the non-commissioned
0flcers and men of a force liable at any moment to be placed on active service in
the field, should be thoroughly familiar with and expert in the use of weapons with
which they are armed.

Riding drill, including instruction in the various branches of equitation, has
been conducted on as extensive a scale as possible.

At headquarters a certain number of men from each division have constantly
been instructed in driving " four in hand."

ARTILLERY BRANCH.

The Artillery Branch of the Force consists of two 9 pr. M. L. R. guns, four 7 pr.
Mountain guns (bronze), and two small mortars (Royal).

The mountain guns are at Fort Walsh, the 9 prs. and mortars at Fort Macleod.
The supply of ammunition and general artillery stores on hand is sufficient to

11eet our wants.
The carriages and limbers for the 7 pr. guns are fast becoming unserviceable.

These carriages were constructed at Fort Walsh some years ago under the direction
of Inspector Neale. Considering the material at that officer's command the carriages
and limbers have proved most successful. I would, however, recommend that new
ones be purchased of the pattern lately approved by the Imperial authorities. A few
signal rockets might with advantage be supplied us.

Standing gun drill was carried on at Forts Macleod and Walsh. The men were
aiso instructed in the use and application of artillery projectiles and stores. Field
'ovements, to a limited extent, were also done.

21



45 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No.18.) A. 1882

RECREATION ROOMS AND LIBRARIELS.

On the subject of recreation rooms and libraries, I may once more be permitted
to quote from the Imperial Regulations. The object is " to encourage the soldiers to
employ their leisure bours in a manner that shall combine amusement with the
attainment of useful knowledge, and teach them the value of sober, regular and
moral habits."

The value and desirability of having good recreation rooms and libraries
throughout the force is simplv inestimable. I am pleased to be able t. report that I
have established a very fair recreation room at headquarters. This room has proved
a great boon to ail ranks.

The various books and periodicals purchased by the Department from the fine
fund have been most fully appreciated. In the construction of any new post, I would
impress upon you the importance of providing a good recreation room and library at
each.

ON THE ADVISABILITY OF ERECTING A GAOL IN THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

I would call attention to a previous recommendation of mine as regards the
advisability of erecting a gaol at some central point in the Territories.

CUSTOMS DUTIES.

Customs duties collected at Fort Walsh by the Mounted Police for the year end-
ing 31st December, 1881 :-

Total value of goods imported in bond through the
United States (exclusive of goods for the North-
West Mounted Police) ................. ............. $14,298 22

Total value of goods on which duty has been collected. 46,528 00
Total amount of duty collected...... ......................... 6,869 84
Total value of exports............................ nil.

The falling off in duty collected at this port is due to the fact that Messrs. I. G.
Baker & Co. have ceased to do a retail business here ; also, that most of the goods
hitherto imported from Montana, United States, for the use of the Mounted Police -
such as oats, &c.-have this year been bonded through the United States from the
eastern Provinces.

FORT MACLEOD.

The return of collections at Fort Maeleod bas not been received, but the amounts
will be much larger than those at Fort Walsh.

CRIMINAL AND OTHER CASES TRIED.

The Statement annexed, marked Appendix D., shows the criminal and other
cases tried at Forts Walsh and Saskatchewan, as well as those tried at Battleford
and Wood Mountain. I regret I have not so far received the returns from Qu'Appelle
and Fort Macleod.

WORK PERFORMED FOR THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

The work performed for the Indian Department during the last year bas been
considerable. We at all times endeavored to aid them in every possible way, and
have, I trust, been successful. We have also afforded them all the assistance possible
in their transport. Early in the spring a large number of Crees and Assiniboines
were transported with Police wagons from Fort Walsh to their reservations at
Maple Creek. Supplies were on several occasions conveyed by us to starving Indians
returning from United States Territory to Canada.
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The treaty money for Fort Walsh and Maoleod districts was conveyed by our
1en from Qu'Appelle to Fort Walsh (333 miles), and the amount for Fort Macleod
forwarded to that point (175 miles.) At both places it was handed over to the
Indian Departmont officialis. The Cree and* the Saulteaux Indians at Maple Creek
eservation were paid by Superintendent Cotton. This payment, owing to the
Presence of many Indians from the Northern reservations, was difficult to make, but
was, however, most satisfactorily performed. Mr. T. Page Wadsworth, Inspector of
Indian Agencies, afterwards informed me how fully he appreciated the valuable
sevices rendered by Superintendent Cutton. At the further payments subsequently
nMade at Maple Creek to the Assiniboine Indians, a party of our non-commissioned

Officers and men assisted the Indian Department. Similar service was also rendered
et the payments made at Fort Walsh.

Considerable difficulty was experienced in inducing!tho Indians at Fort Walsh
to accept their treaty money. A very discreditable half-breed element influenced the
Ildians to make exorbitant demands, and otherwise conduct themselves in a disorderly
Mlanner. Much excitement prevailed, and at times serious trouble seemed impending.

Y own services, as well as those of the officers, non-commissoned officers and men
Mnder my command, were constantly required, and I have no hesitation in saying
that our services were of value to the Indian Department, inasmuch a3 they tended
nlaturally to bring about a satisfactory conclusion of the payment, and at the same
tilne maintain order and quietude.

In July the money for annual payments in the northern district was conveyed
by the force from Qu'Appelle to Battleford. The amount allotted for payment of
Indians in the vicinity of Battleford was delivered to the Indian Agent there, while
that for the Edmonton district was transported by steamer, in charge of one of Our

0l-commissioned officers. The payments at Fort Pitt, Green Lake and Pound-
Oiakers' Reserve were made by our men. Tbey also rendered assistance at the

Sayments made at Duck Lake, Carlton, Fort Lacorne and the other reserves on the
orth and South Saskatchewan, as well as at the reserves of the following Indians:
Musquitoes," "Strike-him-on-the-back," " Red Pheasant " and "l Moosomins."

The same service was rendered the Department at Qu'Appelle by " B " Division.
In the Edmonton district, Inspector Gagnon, aided by one non-commissioned officer
aUd two mon, paid the Indian annuities at Victoria, Whitefish Lake and Lake la
biche.

In the Fort Macleod district, the annual payments at the reservations of Black-
feet, Bloods and Piegans were, in some cases, made by our officers and men, in others
We rendered the Indian Department every assistance in our power.

POLICE DUTY PERFORMED.

The police duty performed during the past year has been very great. Without
access to the official documents at headquarters (Fort Walsh) it is impossible for me
to give more than a slight summary of the work that has been done. By the
attached return of cases tried you will see that many arrests have been made for
Vfarious crimes. Active steps have been taken for the suppression of the illicitliquor
traffic. The return of cases tried does not in any way fairly represent the amount
of actual police work done.

In August last a very large number of Crees assembled at Fort Walsh to recoive
their annual treaty money. A short time after one lodgo of Blackfeet arrived. It
appears that a story was prevalent among the Crees that one of the Blackfeet Indians
bad stolen Cree horses south of the line. The niovements of the Blackfeet were
'nlietly but incessantly watched by the Crees.

About the 11th August, a Cree chief came to the Fort and reported to me thathis warriors were pursuing a " Blackfoot" Indian who had ridden out in the vicinity
Of their camp. The Cree chief also stated that unless I went myself and afforded
protection to the " Blackfoot" the Crees would murder him. I at once madeenquiry
-8 to the truthfulness of this chief's statement, and finding it to be substantially
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correct, I immediately took with me a smail party consisting of Superintendent
Cotton, two constables and an interpreter, and proceeded with all speed towards the,
scene of the disturbance. Shortly after leaving the Fort I encountered large num-
bers of very excited Cree Indians mounted and armed. I asked these Indians why
they had turned out in this manner, and they replied that they were hunting for a
" Blackfoot" wbom they intended to kill. I told them that the police would allow
no man to be killed in the Territory, and at the same time I reminded them of how
our men had saved a Cree Indian f rom a band of infuriated Sioux at Wood Mountain.
I ordered them back to their camp, and told them that 1 would arrest and punish
any of them who harmed the "Blackfoot." Some of the Crees were thus induced to
disperse, but far the larger number continued riding about, shouting and firing off
their rifles and otherwise conducting themselves in a very excited way. After some
littie trouble we succeeded in finding the '' Blackfoot" the Crees were in search of,
tnd returned with him safely to the Fort, he being apparently well satisfied at being
delivered from his infuriated enemies.

I relate this as one of the many instances in which the timely interference of
the police has prevented bloodshed and serious trouble arising between different
Indian tribes.

The following is also an instance in which the preventive power and good offices
of the police have served to settle altercations:

At the end of Jane last Crowfoot, the Chief of the Blackfoot nation, accompanied
by bis whole camp, arrived at Fort Walsh on his way to the " Blackfoot " reservation
at the "Blackfoot " crossing. They remained encamped in Cypres Hills for a few
days, to allow their horses to recruit after their long journey from south of the line,
provisions being issued out to them by the Indian Department. During their stay
many altercations and quarrels arose between them and the Crees. They accused
each other of having stolen herses in.United States territory. I managed, however,
with no little difficulty and much anxiety, to prevent any serious trouble arising.

At Fort Macleod as well, the police duty has been severe. Many arrests were-
made for horse stealing, smuggling, illicit liquor traffic, killing cattle, &c.

Early in the summer, a representation having been made to the officer com-
manding at that place to the effect that cattle belonging to the settlers had been
killed about Pincher Creek, a party of police, numbering twenty in all, were sent
out. This party was absent for six days, during which time rides of from thirty to
flfty miles per day were made, extending over the country from south of the Indian
farms to Porcupine Hills. Two Indians were arrested on the charge of killing
cattle. They were committed and tried before the stipendiary magistrate and
sentenced respectively to nine and twelve months with hard labor.

On the 21st August last, during my stay at Fort Calgary, a white man, who had
lately been in the employ of Cochrane's Ranche Company, laid information against
two Indians for having presented their rifles at him and driven him back to the post,
whilst endeavoring to recover a horse that he maintained had been stolen from him.
I despatched a party of police in pursuit of the Indians, both of whom were captured.
On the following day I enquired into the case, committed them for trial, and sent
them to Fort Macleod under escort. One was convicted and punished before the
stipendiary magistrate and the other one released.

In September last I received, at Fort Calgary, a communication from the Rev.
J. Macdougall, of Morleyville, informing me that a large band of horses had been
stolen, presumably by Indians, from that place. I ascertained on investigation that
the horses bad been driven towards Fort Macleod. I therefore wrote the officer com-
manding there on the subject, informing him of the theft and, directing that a sharp
look-out be kept, with a view of apprehending the thieves. It afterwards transpired
that before my messenger could reach Fort Macleod, some of the thieves had been
captured. It appears that the suspicions.of the sentry at Fort Macleod, during the
night, were aroused by an unusual noise in the distance. An alarm was given at
once, and a party despatched in pursuit; twenty-three horses, which were being
driven south, were recovered, and three Indians arrested, two of them, "Jingling
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ll " and " Marrow Boues," being well-known bad characters. Tho Indians were,
wMmed and offered resistance. They were committed for trial and convicted.

A1EST AND TRIAL OF THE INDIAN CHARGED WITH THE MURDER OF CONSTABLE GRABURN,

On the 25th May last, I addressed a confidential letter to you containing informa-
tionto the effect that prior to my departure from Fort Macleod during the above
Inentioned month, I was informed by our Blackfoot Interpreter, that he had reason
tO believe that the Indian suspected of having murdered Constable Graburn, at
port Walsh in November, 1879, was in the Blackfoot Camp at the mouth of the little\
EOw River. The whereabouts of this Indian came to my knowledge, as I was on the
e've of departure for Fort Walsh. Before starting for that place, I gave such instruc-
tiOns to the officer commanding at Fort Macleod as I considered warrantable, with a
'eiew of effecting a speedy capture, very shortly after my departure for Fort Walsh
the officer commanding at Fort Macleod was informed that " Star Child," the Indian
1n question, had reached the Blood reservation, some 18 miles from Fort Macleod.
On this information being received a party consisting of Corporals Patterson and
Wilson, two constables and guide, and Interpreter Potts, was sent to the reservation
With the necessary instructions to arrest " Star Child " and bring him into Fort
eacleod. The arrest was accordingly made and the prisoner lodged in our Guard

0om at that place. " Star Child " was immediately afterwards committed for trial.
The manner in which the arrest was effected reflects much credit on the tact

and unquestionable firmness displayed by the non-commissioned officers and consta-
bles detailed for this duty. " Star Child," who was fully armed, endeavored to make
some resistance, and in so doing received the sympathy of other Indians, who, had
they dared, would doubtless have aided him in bis attempts. This is not the first
Occasion upon which I have been called upon to express my appreciation of the good
service reudered by Corporal Patterson (now a sergeant in " C " Division).

On the 18th October last " Star Child " was tried, with the intervention of a jury
of six, before Lieutenant-Colonel Macleod, C.M.G., S.M., and Superintendent Crozier,
J.P., a verdict of " not guilty " being returned.

The jury, it appears, were out for nearly twenty-four hours, and in returning
their verdict stated that they had been unable to satisfy their minds upon some
doubtful points.

" Star Child," as a matter of course, received a fair and impartial trial, such as is
aforded to the humblest of Her Majesty's subjects in every portion of the realm. If
I'Star Child " is really the Indian who shot Graburn, it is to be regretted that bis
guilt was not brought home to him. I can, however, fearlessly add that every portion
of the evidence procurable was most carefully traced, framod by the police, and pro-
duced at the trial.

A survey of the scene of the murder was prepared by Superintendent Cotton and
Staff Sergeant Norman, a sketch of which was produced at the trial.

The following is a short summary of arrests made at and noar Battleford, which
take from a report furnished by Inspector Antrobus:

On the 5th February, a party under Sergeant-Major Belcher was sent to
Moosomins' Reserve to arrest an Indian charged with having drawn a knife on the
Indian Farm Instructor. The Indian resisted, a prompt arrest was however made,
an attempt at rescue by other Indians was unsuccessful. Inspector Antrobus reports
highly of the manner in which Sergeant-Major Belcher and party performed their
duty. The Indian prisoner was brought into Battleford, tried by Stipendiary Magis-
trate ]Richardson and sentenced to two months' imprisonment with haid labor.

On the 9th February, a warrant was received for the arrest of an lindian at Frog
Lake on a charge of having attempted to kilt his wife. Inspector Antrobus proceeded
to Prog Lake and arrested the prisoner, an old offender. This Indian, owing to
the absence of the Stipendiary Magistrate, was not tried until the 9th April, when he
was bound over to keep the peace for one year.
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On the 22nd February an Indian named Jean Marier, formerly of Cypress Hills,
was arrested on the charge of having stabbed bis wife. The evidence against him
not beirg sufficiently strong to convict, he was discharged. On the 26th February a
party was despatched to Turtle Lake to execute a warrant issued by W. J. Scott,
Esq., J.P., against a half-breed living at that place. The prisoner was brought in
end tried by Mr. Scott, who dismissed the case, there being no evidence. On the 27th
April two young Indians were arrested, charged with shooting with intent to commit
murder. A simple assault only was proved. On the 6th August a man charged
with having sold liquor on an Indian Reservation was arrested by Inspector Antrobus.
This man was tried by the resident Stipendiary Magistrate, and fined fifty dollars. A
further account of police duty performed will be seen by reference to an extract of
Inspector Dickens' letter, appended to the recommendations for extraditable laws
between the Canadian and American Governments.

To any one unacquainted with the nature of police work, not even an approxi-
mate idea can be arrived at of the exceptionally hard service performed. The greater
part of the country we travel over is without wood: thus, in summer and winter alike,
we at all times carry our provisions, forage and fuel. Since the organization of the
Force, neither the severity of the long North-West winter, nor the state of the rivers,
&c., bas ever been allowed to interfere with the performance of police duty.

At no point, at any season, was the presence of the police ever demanded that
they were not forthcoming. The Indians and half-breeds bearing testimony to this,
have again and again expressed their surprise at the perseverence and resources of the
«Police Force.

From previous communications forwarded by me, you will have learnt that during
the prosent winter considerable trouble was experienced on the Blackfeet Reserva-
tion, at the Blackfoot Crossing. Having reason to believe that the results might,
quite possibly, have been attended with serions consequences, I ordered a detachment
of thirty non-commissioned officers and .men from Fort Walsh to Fort Macleod, in
order to reinforce our strength at the last-named post. This reinfercement reached
Fort Macleod in as prompt a manner as could possibly have been desired. The
effect of this upon the Indian mind bas, beyond all doubt, had a salacary effect.

I submit the correspondence on this subject, which I have marked Appendix F.
I regret extremely that I am not as yet in possession of returns of cases tried at

Fort Maeleod and Qu'Appelle.
The want of these roturus withholds much valuable and interesting information,

as well as a record of a very large portion of the police and other work performed;
particularly is this the case as regards Fort MacLeod. From despatches I have
forwarded from time to time you are aware of the exceptionally good service rendered
by Superintendent Crozier, whose name I now wish to bring to your favorable notice.

Before closing my Report I wish to mention the universal support and hearty
co-operation I have received from the officers, con-commissioned officers and men of
the force. This support has, almost without exception, been invariably extended to
me since my appointment as Commissioner.

I gladly accept this opportunity of thus placing orn record my appreciation of
thoir services.

My thanks are also due to Superintendent McIllree for the most satisfactory
manner in which he bas commanded ut headquarters during my absence.

Of my Adjutant, Superintendent Cotton, I cannot report too highly; this officer
has afforded me exceptionally able support and has rendered most valuable assistance.

I enclose herewith reports from Assistant Surgeons Miller (Appendix A) and
Kennedy (Appendix B and C).

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. G. IRVINE,
Commissioner.
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APPENDIX A.

REPORT OF SURGEON MILLER.

BATTLEFORD, NoRTH-WEST. TERRITORT,
1st January, 1882.

SiR,-In accordance with instructions, I have the honor to forward for your
'1formation the following general report for the past year.

During the month of April and later, measles prevailed to a great extent in this
'eighbourhood, both amongst the Indians and the inhabitants of the village.

In spite of precautions the affection visited the children in the married quarters
at the barracks, but being of a mild form the result was not serious. One man had
the disease and I was obliged to keep him in barracks at the risk of others, as at this
POst there is still no hospital, only a dispensary, as hitherto good fortune favored us,

1d no other adult suffered; but when the men grumbled about having the measles
represented by one of their number sleeping with them in the same room, it excited

o wonder, and I could put the patient nowhere else.
The weather was too cold to admit of putting the sufferer in a tent. Inspector

Prechette had the misfortune to sprain his ancle severely in the month of May, but
Was progressing favorably on leaving this station for Cypress Hills.

On the arrival of Superintendent Herchmer on the twenty-ninth of August,'with
escort, it was necessary to take only two men and one non-commissioned officer off
ludty.

The men recovered quickly from the effects of the trip, but Corporal Brooks is
not yet fit for duty, though much improved.

I beld an inspection of the men at Qu'Appelle on the fifth of November, and also
'xamined the fifteen recruits breught up by Inspector French. The result of exam-
Ination was left in bands of Inspector Steele to be forwarded to you.

The station at Qu'Appelle is supplied with a hospital and a good assortment of
niedicine; under the able management of Hospital Sergeant Holmes, the health of
the men is well looked after.

An examination of the quarters there presents the anomaly of the men being
1uch better housed than the officer in charge.

For the rest, the general health of the mon bas been excellent, the present
'quarters for both officers and men, as well as the horses, being superior to anything
that has before existed in Battleford.

The medical supplies take a long time in reaching some of our posts,.the last
eesting-place up to date of those for Fort Saskatchewan being Fort Pitt.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Very respectfully yours,

ROBERT IMILLER, M.D.,
Surgeon Y W. i. P.

LieBut.-Col. IR.VINE,
Commissioner North-West Mounted Police,

Fort Walsh, Cypress Hills, North-West Territory.
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APPENDIX B.

REPORT OF SURGEON lKENNEDY,

FORT WALSH, January, 1882.

Sin,-I have the honor to submit for your 'information the following medical
report of Fort Walsh for the year 1881.

A review of the year is, on the whole, very satisfactory. It is true that during
the first three or four months the percentage of sick was very large, the daily reports
averaging for a long time fully twenty-five. Many'of these, however, were chronie
cases, which were invalided as soon as navigation opened. During the summer the
health of the men was very good, and during the fall and early winter it remained so,
notwithstanding the prevalence of malarial disorders. I think I may safely say that
since the 1st of May last, the health of the men at this post bas been better than it
ever was before. Several causes have conspired to produce this happy result. They
have been better housed; for the unwholesome but rooms alluded to in my last report
have been very littie used, the large majority of the men having been moved into
better and more commodious quarters. They have been better fed, too, a daily ration
of vegetables baving been issued. This bas been of great service, not only by
making the men very heaithy, but also more contented. Another, and perhaps the
most important factor of all, is the large amount of prairie work performed during
the past summer and autumn. Very beavy escort duty devolving on the force, the
men were kept constantly moving about on trips, and it is a well-known and note-
worthy fact that a man is never, or very rarely, sick while on a trip.

There are several points in the medical history of the past year that are worthy
of more than a passing notice, and to these I would now beg to direct your attention.

The first is the prevalence of malarial disorders which the experience of years
bas proved to be endemic to this place. A reference to the annexed statement will show
that there are thirteen cases recorded. Of these, four only were allowed to run their
course, the remaining nine being arrested in one stage or another of their develop-
ment. lii one of the four cases, a fatal issue was for a long time feared, but happily
avoided. Full notes of all these cases are preserved in the hospital records, and will
no doubt be'useful in future years. One feature worthy of remark is the unusually
late on-coming of the fever this year, one case having developed on the 20th of
December. The cause of this is to be found in the continuance of fair, mild weather
up to the end ofiDecember. Before leaving the subject, I may say that the experi-
ence of 1881 bas amply confirmed the impressions of former years. These may be
briefly stated thus:-

1. That the fever is essentially malarial, therefore endemic:
2. That nothing can be done at present to prevent the disease-it will always

make Fort Walsh, to a certain extent, an unhealthy place to live in.
3. That the utmost attention will always bave te be paid to sanitary and

hygienic laws, and that this will do much towards keeping the enemy at a di4tance.
4. That when attacked, the;early and liberal use of quinine will, in the majority

of cases, effect a speedy cure.
An.other subject which calls for your attention is the large number of men

-thirteen-discbarged as invalids during the past year. Of these thirteen, one wis
enlisted in 1878, nine in 1880, and three in 1881. Of the nine enlisted in 1880, at
least five should never have been taken on, for they were utterly unfit for the forco
in every way, and three of them had diseases which should have prevented their
being passed by the examining surgeon. One man was driven to the hospital on his
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4rrival here, and never left it until ho was driven away again to Benton. The three
inen who were enlisted last spring were also utterly unfit for the force and should
11ot have passed the modical examination.

Do not these facts point to the conclusion that sufficient care is not exercised in
the collection of recruits? A system of recruiting or medical examination, or both,
Whieh necessitates the discharge of these mon as invalids almost immediately after
their enlistment, cannot be said to be perfect, and as the obtaining of good men is
Such an important point in the well-being of the force, I venture to offer a few
suggestions, which, it acted on, will be instrumental for good in the future.

In the first place, then, the medical examination should be stricter than it has
been. The facts above given afford sufficient evidence that it has not been strict
efnough. Again, no one under twenty-one years of age, unless of very exceptional
Constitution and physique, should be enlisted. I gave expression to this opinion in
last year's report, and one more year's experience has only confirmed the justice of
Iny view. Boys do very well for ordinary barrack routine, but are of very little use
When real service has to be performed. This is readily seen in the selection of
parties for winter trips-only the old. seasoned men are taken, and, as a consequence
the greater proportion of the hard work devolves on a few. If it is found necessary to

onc out boys in a winter party, the chances are that their names will adorn the sick
list for a long time after their return. I have seen so much of the evil effects of
enlisting recruits who are too young for the service, that I feel assured that I am not
exceeding my duty in directing your attention strongly to this point.

Another subject on which the medical examiners should receive instructions is,
the eyes and sight of recruits. Candidates whose sight is not of the best, or whose eyes
show the slightest sign of weakness, should be rejected at once. For the glare of
the sun on the prairie in summer, and on the snow in winter, and in some parts of
the Territories the almost constant high winds which prevail, are very trying to
"weak eyes, and are apt to induce a chronic optithalmia with thickening of the lids,
leading to impaired vision and other more serious results.

The new hospital building which was erected last fall, supplies a " want long
felt." It is cheerful, airy and commodious, and has already added greatly to the
success of our treatment of the sick. If it were a little better fitted up and furnisbed
With regulation hospital cots, there would be little lefL to be desired.

The guard room, to which allusion has been made in former reports, still
romains, and is a constant source of complaint. I have no doubt that, as well as being
Unfit for constant habitation by prisoners, it greatly swells the sick list among our
Own'men, for a large proportion of those who report themselves sick, do so imme-
diately on coming "off guard." It should be replaced by a more suitable building at
the earliest opportunity.

I would recommend that palliasses be supplied to the mon as part of their bed-
ding. Each constable now has a buffalo robe and two pairs of blankets. The robe
is spread on boards supported by trestles. A man, in winter, generally lies on this
and uses the blankets as a covering. This makes a very hard and uncomfortable bed,
and during the cold weather it is anything but warm. A very small outlay would
furnish ail the mon with palliasses and would ensure warmth in the winter and com-
fort all the year around.

A feature in the medical history of the past year, and one that is very much to
be regretted is the introduction of syphilis among the men. This bas already played
great havoc, and still more serious consequences are to be feared if some means be not
<evised to prevent the spread of the disease. It was brought over from the other
Side of the line by the Cree and Assiniboine ca:hps on their return bere a year ago
last fall. In the present state of the Indians it is practically impossible to define the
limlits of the disease and effect a quarantine, but if new cases occur as frequently as
a8 they have been doing of late, some such decisive action must be taken. At the
best, however, it is a subject surrounded with difficulties.

In November, I visited Fort Macleod, and made an inspection of the Hospital
there. A full report for the year will be forwarded after the arrival of the nextimail.
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The returns from Wood Mountain have not been received yet cither, so that I will
report on that post at the same time as I do for ffacleod.

A glance at annexed statement will show that a large number of cases have been
treated during the year; many of these occurred on the reservation, but the majority
were furnished by the various nomadic bands which from time to time made this place
their headquarters. Up to the lst of October, I visited the reserve on Maple Creek
monthly, but it having ben abandoned since then, these visits of course have become
unnecessary. During the summer an epidemic of whooping-cough visited the differ-
ent camps, and in spite of treatment carried off a large number of children.

The faith of the Indians in the " White man's medicine" is becoming greater
every year, as every year I am more and more often called on to attend to their ail-
ments. Camps at a distance too, on the plains often send to me for simple remedies, of
which they know the nature and uses and the good affect of which they have before
experienced. In surgery they are still tenacions of their own practices, and rightly
so too, for many of them understand the subject pretty well and not unfrequently
obtain results which would be creditable even to our own conversation surgery.

The usual number of small-pox reports have been circulated from time to time,
but all on examination turned out to be groundless. Latterly, however, there seems
reason to believe that we may be visited by this scourge. It has been prevalent in
Minnesota and Dakota and has spread to Montana, directly south of us. I have ac-
cordingly written for some fresh vaccine virus, and on its arrival will vaccinate all the,
Indians in this district on whom the operation has not heretofore been performed.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
GEO. A. KENNEDY,

Surgeon.
-Lieut.-Col. Irvine, Commissioner N.W.M.P., Ottawa.
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DISEASES Treated at Fort Walsh during the Year 1881.

Class.

enera Diseases...........

Nervous System.............

1tespiratory System........

Digestive System...........

Cutaneous System..........

Glandular System..........

Speciai sense................
Genito..Urinary System,

including venereal dis,
euesb.............

8 urgery .......................

Disease.

Debility ..........................................
Rheumatism...................
Diptheria ...........
Malarial fever... . .............
Sun stroke..... ...... .....................

Neuralgia........... .........................
Cephalalgia.....................................
Lumbago ....................................
Otalgia........................
Cerebral meningitis ....................

Coughs and colds ............................
Sore throat...................... ...............
Phthisis ..........................................
Pleurisy.....................................

Diarrhœa..........................
Coli ........................................ .....
Nausea .................. ............
Biliousness............. ............
Constipation.................. ........
Hæmorrhoids ......... .....................

Boils...............................................
Psoriasis ..........................
Acue ..............................................
Pruritis ..........................................
Erythenia .......................................
Abcess ...........................................

Swollen glands................................
Orchitis ..........................................
Mumps............................................
Lymphangitis .....................

Opthalmia.......................................
Snow blindness...............................

Inflammation of bladder....................
Unary calculus................................
Gonorrhœa...................................
Gleet .............................................
Stricture............. ........................
Chancroid ................ ..................
Sylphilis ..........................................
Phymosis........................................

Contused wound..............................
Ulcers.............................................
Sprains........................................---

ontusions ........... ....................
Dislocation......................................
Hernia ...........................................
Minor surgery..................................

Total number of cases..........

Remarks.

2 16J
1 136 Invalided.

13 101 One invalided.
11 2
1 42
1 9
9 4j

419

GEO. A. KENNEDY, Surgeon, N.W.M.P.
31
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15
27
2

13
1

8
181

1899

14
1

9
1

1

18
10
8

10
9
1

2
1
5
2
1
17

7
9
4
1

14i

16k
6

22
10i
3

2
2
9
2

8321
89
83

1½

3t

1

66

16
141
4
4

1

7

24J
3

136

136
8

21
3

One invalided.
do

Invalided.

Invalided.
do

One invalided.

Invalided.

Invalided.

Three invalided.
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fIsEAsEs treated among the Indians at Fort Walsh during the Year 1881.

Disease. No. of
Cases.

Coughs and Colds......................................... 81
Phthisis........ ............................................... 11
Pneumonia ..... ..................... ...................... 3
Scrofula ..................................... .................. 12
Rheumatism ................................................... i
Diarrhea ...................................................... 18
Dysentery ........... ......................................... 3
Indigestion............................... 3
Gonorrha................................ il
Neuralgia................................ 4
Phymosis............................... 3
Sprains ......................................................... 3
Constipation........... . ........................ 17
Valvular Disease of the Heart......................... 5
Stricture....................................................... 1
Syphilis ........................ ............................... 9
Ophthalrmia ............... .................................. 68
Odontalgia .................................................. 2
Cephalalgia......................................... ......... 26
Frost bite..................................................... 4
Pleurisy ........................................................ 1
Bronchitis..................................................... 2
Abcess in Lung ............................................. 1
.Anemia........................................................ 2
Caries .......................... ............................... 1
Inflammation of the Bladder............ .............. 2
Retention of Urine ......................................... 1
C hills and Fever........................... 5
Swollen Glands............................................ 1
Colic ............................................................ 4
Abcess in tympanum....................................... 1
Debility........................................................ 4
Ulcers .............................................. ............ 2
Whooping Cough......... ............... 100
Croup ................................. 15
Tumor ..... ..... ....... ...... ..................... 1
Vaccinia.... .............. . .................. 3
Bubo .......................................................... 1
Epistatis ............... ......... ............... 1
Otalgia .............. ...................................... ..
Fracture of the Femur .................................... .1
Dysmenorrhœa .......................... ..
Epididymitis ...... .............. ,.. ............... ......... 1

Total number of cases ................ 447

Remarks.

Died.

Died.

Cree (Oct. 20).

Assiniboine boy.

No accurate meani of ascertaining how many of
these proved fatal.

GEO. A. KENNEDY,
Surgeon N. W. M- P.

A. 1882
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APPENDIX C.

REPORT OF SURGEON KENNEDY.

Forts Macleod and Wood Mountain.,

FORT WALsH, 1st February, 1882.
SIi,-I have the honor.to submit the following reports of Forts Macleod and Wood

ilountain lospitals, for the year 1881:-

Fort MacLeod.
I visited this post in November, and made an inspection of the hospital, which,

n the absence of a surgeon, has been under the care of Staff Sergeant Warren.
Eerything was found to be in order, and the administration for the year leaves no
round for complaint. The climate of that part of the Territory being a particularly
alubrious one, it is not suprising that the general health has been excellent.

One man was discharged as an invalid, his disease being mercurial poisonting,
Iroduced by having injudiciously used an ointment given him by a comrade. I
Bgret that, owing to adelay in the forwarding of necessa -y information, I am unable
> enclose a tabulated statement of the diseases treated during the year.

Wood Nountain.
The general health of the men at this post has been .very good. During a large

art of the year thirty men were stationed here; lately the t4rength has been
Dduced to twenty. Annexed statement shows a total of only sixty-four cases, a small
ercentage, January was the most unhealthy month, as, indeed, it seems to be ail
Ver this southern portion of the Territories. I have found it so, almost without
toeption, fer the last four years. It is accounted for, I think, by the meteorological
bservations, which generally show January to be a month of unsettled weather,
reat variations in temperature and frequent storms.

It is worthy of remark that during two months, August and November, the
ck list at this post was a blank. This fact, taken in connection with the smalU
rcentage of sick for the year and the favorable reports of former years, speaks

Dlumes for the climate and general healthiness of the Wood Mountain district.
The case of gun-shot wound was accidental. The ball entered below the back of

le knee, traversed the muscles of the calf and made its exit about five inches below
te point of entrance. The wound healed kindly.

A considerable iumber of diseases of different kinds occurring among the Indians,
'eeived appropriate treatment. The following case may serve as an example of the
1portant duties performed by hospital stewards at outposts:-

" Cree Indian, brought in during the month of October, suffering from gun-shot
Ound of thigh inflicted over two weeks previously. The bail in its passage inflicted
cOmpound comminuted fracture of the femur. On first examination, pieces of dead
ne were removed from the wound, from which there was an abundant flow 6f foul-

rielling pus. lu the majority of cases of this description amputation is necessary.
àe limb was placed in proper position and the wound dressed. The case has since
en been carefully and assiduously attended to every day, and niow the man is mak-
g a good recovery and will have a useful leg."

Staff Sergeant Ferland bas been in charge of Wood Mountain IHospital during
e greater part of the past year.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servan t,
GEO. A. KENNEDY,

'ut.-Col. Irvine, Commissioner N.W.M.P., Ottawa. Surgeon.
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D13misEs treated at Wood Mountain during the Year 1881.

Clan.

General Diseaaes..

Nervous System.............

Respiratory Systemn........

Digestive System...........

Diseae.

Ague ..... ... ................
General debility ...... ......................
Pain in 8ide (Rheumatism) ........
Rheumatism ....................................

Headache (Cephalalgia)......... .........
Odontalgia .... ... ... ....................
Neuralgia...................................

Congestion of the lungs ...............
cold, ..... ............. .................. .......
Sore throat .....................................

Indigestion ..... .. ..... .......................
Colic .. . ................ . . .......
Constipation ........... ., ........
Gastra1gia ............,..........................
Diarrhoea.... ..............................
Piles ....................... ....................

Contanous System. ........ Urticaria .....................

Venereal . .............. ......

Surgery ........................

Gonorrhoe ............. . .........
Epididymitis ........ ................

Bruise .................. ..............
Sprain ............... .. ..... ........ .........
Strained back . .................................
Incised wound..................................
Kick from a horse....... ........... ........
Frost bite ...... ......................
Gun-shot wound .... ..... ..................

Total number of cases..... .....

GEO. A. KENNEDY,

aurgeon.

A. 1882

Remarks.

4)

z

2.
2

d

2

2

1

2

2

2

6

2
12

2
2i

64

q2
2

2
2
5

1

5

19
il

7

2
2
1
3
5

19

11

[2

1

23
34
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