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As the Immediate Past President, I represent our association on the Veterans 
Affairs Ombudsman’s Advisory Committee, Veterans Affairs Minister’s Family 
Advisory Committee and as Chair of the Nomination Committee on the Board of 
Directors of our Association. This will be my last report as Past President, after our 
AGM in Winnipeg there will be a new President and Al Rivard will assume the role 
of Immediate Past President. It has been my pleasure to be a member of the 
board of directors for the past number of years in the roles of Director, Vice 
President, President and Past President.  I wish the ongoing Board of Directors, 
wisdom and patience in their deliberations in the coming months and years as 
ours is a wonderful vibrant fellowship organization with a new found voice at the 
upper levels of Government and within the Force itself. 

During the past year, I attended several meetings with the VAC Ombudsman’s 
Advisory Committee in Fredericton, Ottawa and Winnipeg dealing with a variety 
of issues and ceremonies. This will be Guy Parents last year as Ombudsman and I 
noticed that his replacement will not necessarily be a Veteran as outlined in the 
call for Applicants. This is something I believe is vital in having the proper 
background to take on the onerous role of the Ombudsman and have expressed 
same to the Minister.  I could go on about our deliberations, however encourage 
members to view the online messages and reports from the Ombudsman on the 
various Veterans Affairs forums. 

I also attended a meeting and a teleconference with the Veterans Affairs 
Minister’s committee, also a very vibrant well represented committee where we 
discussed the Government’s policies and efforts in assisting Veterans and 
especially their families during the transition from Service to civilian life. Again 
this material is available on line and can be seen in recent Government budget 
and police changes. The RCMP and Veterans are seen as partners in these 



discussions and we have achieved status in a number of the policy and 
entitlements outlined in the last budget of our current Government.  It is both 
essential and necessary for our Association to have a seat on these Committees if 
we wish to continue having a voice and an understanding of what can be achieved 
by positive interactions with both other groups and the Government. 

Again, I express my thanks for your support over the years and stand willing to 
assist wherever and whenever needed. 

 

Dave LeBlanc 

Immediate Past President 


