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Briefing Note 
RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood 

 
Issue:  
To provide an update on the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood to the Board of 
Directors and Division Presidents of the RCMP Veterans’ Association.  
 
Background:  
 
Over the last nearly 135 years many RCMP members and their families have been buried at the 
Beechwood Cemetery in Ottawa.  Canada’s National Military Cemetery for its Armed Forces and War 
Veterans is located at this site.  In 2001 the RCMP Veteran’s Association (RCMPVA) negotiated an 
agreement with Beechwood for a significant parcel of land near the National Military Cemetery to be set 
aside specifically for future RCMP graves.   The site officially opened in 2004 and in 2006 the RCMP 
joined the partnership with RCMPVA and Beechwood Foundation in establishing the RCMP National 
Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood. 
 
The RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood is part of an RCMP framework that complements 
the RCMP Regimental Cemetery at Depot as well as other RCMP designated cemeteries in Dawson, Fort 
Saskatchewan, Fort MacLeod and Herschel Island.  The RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at 
Beechwood is open to serving, retired and former members, civilian members, public service employees, 
and their respective families. 
 
Recognizing the significant importance of those buried there, the Government of Canada has designated 
Beechwood as Canada’s National Cemetery. 
 
Since 2004, the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood has completed a number of phases as 
part of its evolution.  The most recent significant event marking the completion of a 6th phase was the 
“Torch Relay/Memorial Flame” ceremony held in September 2017 to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Confederation and to remember the contribution of our Fallen Members.   
 
Update:  
Planning is underway to complete a 7th phase at the site to coincide with the RCMP’s 150th Anniversary 
on 23 MAY 2023.  This phase should include the technology necessary to share in the rich history of the 
Force and its contribution to building Canada.  Many students from across Canada visit the Nation’s 
Capital every year, especially at the end of the school year and tours are frequently organized at 
Beechwood cemetery.  Many Canadians also include a visit to Beechwood, Canada’s National Cemetery 
in their visits to Ottawa. This 7th phase will hopefully have a Historical Legacy Wall which will highlight 
the history of the Force, background on each Division from sea to sea to sea and the services that our 
members deliver to Canadians on a daily basis. 
 
Next steps:    
Every year, starting this year, on the RCMP’s Anniversary 23 MAY, we will remember the sacrifice of our 
Fallen Members by holding a vigil at the RCMC with combined participation of Veterans & Serving 
Members.  We wish to build momentum every year until 2023.   
 
We will be actively seeking major fundraising opportunities to complete the project. 
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