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Since becoming the Director of Advocacy for the RCMP National Veterans Association a Five Year Living 
plan was developed late in the Fall of 2018 for Advocacy across all the Associations. The thirty Division 
Associations were contacted to determine if they had an advocate for their association and these people 
were contacted to verify their contact information.  As of this date there are 7 out of 30 Division 
Associations that do not have an advocate for their association.  

 

On February 19th,  a  two hour teleconference was held with all the identified advocates across Canada. 
Sgt. Kim Hendricken, the RM Liaison with DVA in Charlottetown PEI participated on this teleconference 
and gave a brief overview of common faults with member applications for medical disabilities.  She 
advised advocates to pass along to members making applications to make there is a diagnosis noted by 
the doctor on the application and to try to link the members issues to their police work or service.   Sgt. 
Hendricken also pointed out that when DVA come back with a 0 per cent assessment this is still 
favorable as it entitles members to receive health related treatments and any travel necessary for this 
ailment.  Sgt. Hendricken also referred the advocates to the Benefit grid and Guidelines which also gives 
members access to a number of physiotherapy, acupuncture and massage sessions.  In showing these 
guidelines to a physician this in turn may help them in compiling their report.  She also referred us to the 
VAC assistance service available to all released and not necessarily those receiving a medical disability 
pension. Further, a new unit has recently been set up in Quebec which will be devoted specifically to 
processing RCMP medical disability claims and this should speed up the process for our members. 

Two of our advocates (Toronto and Ottawa Divisions) gave a brief explanation of additional resources 
that may be of assistance at some time to our members. Chris Lavine from the Toronto Division spoke 
on The Caregivers Brigade which is a military group of advocates for care givers of the ill and injured 
veterans, serving military, RCMP and first responders. If there is such a group in your area they work 
close at hand with existing provincial and federal agencies and are a valuable resource for us.  Ron 
Mostrey spoke of his registered charity for Christian Fellowship and also of the Billy Graham Association 
which generously accepted a number of police offices and spouses to a center in Minneapolis to assist 
them in their grieving after three Moncton police officers were killed and also offered the same thing 
when two Fredericton Police officers were killed in the line of duty. This was all done free of charge and 
greatly assisted in the healing process of members and spouses from these tragedies.        

Bill Holland from London Association mentioned that they now have an extra resource in their HQ who 
is called the coordinator for the support for operational stress injuries (SOSI) They are employees of VAC 
and so far are located in O, J B, K, F and HQ.  These are great resources that should be able to help us in 
our role as advocates.  

Jan and Vic Gorman from H Division did a tremendous job in updating the Survivors’ and Executive 
Guide. Later D Division, advocate Dave Douglas offered their short manual for quick reference as well 
and their web site was later forwarded to all advocates.  This is a shorter booklet is called “Upon Your 
Demise”.      

 



 

A summary of the topics discussed during this teleconference was compiled and sent to all the 
advocates. 

 

A second teleconference with all the advocates will be held on May 23rd of this and it is also planned to 
have a face to face meeting with all the advocates in Regina during September.  So far the exact dates of 
this meeting are not known nor is the agenda firmed up. It is anticipated that the agenda will have a 
number of information sessions which should be of interest to the advocates. Possible sessions include 
hearing loss, wills and estates, a representative from DVA who will speak on the Service Legion Officers 
and possibly a presentation from the Chair of the Appeal Board for applications regarding medical 
disabilities.   
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